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3
RD

 SUNDAY OF ADVENT—A 

Be Least in the Kingdom 

(Isaiah 35.1-6a; Psalm 146; James 5.7-10; Matthew 11.2-11) 

Fr. Bill Stang OMI started a shrub and flower garden in the back yard of the archdioce-

san residence one year. Next spring, he placed railway ties along the fence and filled 

the space behind them with topsoil. In the process, he noticed a plant sprouting up in 

the compost bin. Thinking it might be a zucchini plant, he lifted it out and planted it in 

the freshly laid topsoil. The growing conditions must have been ideal, because that 

plant grew to be at least twenty feet long and produced, not zucchini, but three huge 

pumpkins. That small seed, thrown into the compost, frozen all winter and rescued in 

the spring, was transformed into a magnificent pumpkin plant and produced beautiful 

fruit. This seems like such a minor everyday reality, but when we take time to ponder it, 

the word “awesome” comes to mind. 

 Fr. Bill’s pumpkin plant can be a symbol of this season of Advent. This Sunday is 

known in the Church as Gaudate Sunday, or Sunday of joy. We are reminded that Ad-

vent is meant to be a healing journey of joyful expectation, leading to a deeper experi-

ence of the Kingdom of God. We are invited to be even the least in that Kingdom, and 

greater than John the Baptist. 

 The first reading is a marvelous description of transformation, of new life blossoming 

in the desert, much like Fr. Bill’s pumpkin plant rescued from the compost heap. It 

speaks of healing and wholeness and newness, the stuff that Advent is made of.  

In the Gospel we are told Jesus is the Messiah, the one who was to come. That was 

proven by his miracles. The greatness of John the Baptist is his closeness to Christ. All 

the Old Testament prophecies have been fulfilled in Christ, for whom John prepared 

the way. Jesus points out that what his coming is all about is to inaugurate the King-

dom of God among us, and the least in the kingdom is greater than John the Baptist. 

There will always be some struggle and challenge as we seek to follow the advice of 
John and put our faith in Jesus. John the Baptist’s dilemma about the identity of Jesus 
is an indication of that touch of mystery that will be a daily companion for the disciples. 
The Jesus that John encountered clashed with his expectations and left him wondering 
– was this man really the Messiah, the one who was to come, or should they look for 
another. His reply to John confirms that Jesus is the fulfillment of prophecy, but that his 
kingdom is not of this world. The focus of the kingdom of Jesus is on personal transfor-
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mation and communal empowerment, not politics and economics, as important as that 
is.  

The Kingdom of Jesus had truly come into this world as God’s tender love for the poor 
and the marginalized, in a totally non-violent fashion that would end up as a sacrificial 
victim on the cross. That cross would prove, however, to be the very source of resur-
rection and new life, the key to the kingdom.  

In the second reading we are reminded of the mysterious nature of this kingdom that 
will grow not in spectacular fashion, but by love shown as patience and perhaps even 
long-suffering. We are never to lose hope, however, for that suffering will be vindicated 
and transformed. We cannot lose when it comes to following Jesus. All that seems 
negative and dark will be turned to the good for those who believe and who love Je-
sus.  

We are to be like a farmer who during drought knows the power of rain. The people of 
Kenya, where the Oblates are presently serving, know what it means to wait patiently 
for the rainy season that will transform the parched land into verdant green growth. 
Ours must be humble faith and long-suffering patience, like the prophets and like the 
people of Kenya. 

We need to be aware of our blindness, lameness, imprisonment and muteness as we 
journey with Jesus through the vicissitudes of our own lives. Faith in Jesus as Messiah 
does not mean a quick fix (many seek an easy, softer way), but an inner healing jour-
ney of joyful expectation. We must allow the Christ who has come, and the Christ who 
is present here and now, to transform us as we await the Christ who will come again.  

Celebrating the Sacrament of Reconciliation during Advent is a great faith-filled way to 
deal with our darkness. Working the Steps of the 12 Step program for those in the pro-
gram is another great way to journey through Advent towards a more meaningful cele-
bration of Christmas, God among us.  

Lionel is a man who has struggled with addictions and self-esteem for years. He has 
finally grown to where he can put his complete trust and confidence in the Messiah, 
has experienced forgiveness and healing through the 12 Step program, and is now 
giving workshops on faith and self-esteem with his wife. His home life with his family 
has also been transformed as they pray together and share their lives together as a 
family in ways not possible before. He is truly experiencing the Kingdom of God in his 
family and in his life with joyful gratitude.  

The Eucharist is a participation in the joyful expectation of Advent. The One who 
came, and who is to come again, comes to us now through Word and Sacrament. 
Happy are we who are called to his supper.  

So, let us strive to be the least in the Kingdom, by lives of faithful, joyful expectation, 
knowing that we will be greater than even John the Baptist. 

Archbishop Emeritus Sylvain Lavoie, OMI 
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BEING READY FOR CHRISTMAS 

Advent is meant to be a time of preparation for Christmas; but for many of us it is not 

exactly a time for the kind of preparation that enables Christ be born more deeply in 

our lives. 

The days leading up to Christmas are rarely serene. We find ourselves harried and 

hurried putting up decorations, shopping for gifts, sending out cards, preparing food, 

and attending Christmas socials. Moreover, when Christmas arrives, we are already 

tired of Christmas carols, having heard them already, non-stop, for weeks in our shop-

ping malls, restaurants, public 

squares, and on our radio sta-

tions. Christmas, itself, generally 

finds us more in a pressured and 

tired space than in a leisured and 

rested one. 

Our time of preparation is gener-

ally more of a time to prepare our 

houses than a time to prepare 

our souls, more of a time of 

shopping than of prayer, and 

more of a time of already feast-

ing than a time of fasting as a preparation for a feast. Today Advent is perhaps more 

about already celebrating Christmas than it is about preparing for it. 

Arriving at Christmas with a life too busy and too distracted to make more room for 

Christ doesn’t mean we are bad or faithless because we habitually arrive at Christ-

mas too distracted, too busy, too pressured, and too tired to make much of a con-

scious effort to make this feast a time of real spiritual renewal in our lives. Our spiritu-

al lethargy simply defines us as more human than angelic, more earthy than platonic, 

and as more sensual than spiritual. I suspect that God fully understands this condi-

tion. 

Indeed, everyone struggles with this in some fashion. No one is perfect; no one gives 

a full place in his or her life to Christ, even at Christmas time. That should bring us 

some consolation. 

But it should also leave us with a pressing challenge: There is too little room for Christ 

in our busy, distracted lives! We must work at clearing some space for Christ, at mak-

ing Christmas a time of spiritual refreshment and renewal in our lives . 

By Ron Rolheiser, OMI 
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A LONG NIGHT OF UNCERTAINTY 

Last summer, Nesbitt, my 9-year-old Labrador retriever, started coughing and breath-

ing heavily. I wasn’t sure what was causing his discomfort; but just in case, decided to 

check it with the vet. After the initial examination, she delivered dreadful totally unex-

pected news, “We still need to run a few more tests, but this is very serious… You can 

bring him back tomorrow, but I cannot guarantee that he will be still alive.” She then 

referred us to the overnight emergency veterinary clinic in the nearby city… It was si-

lent drive to the clinic as the news was settling in. There were still so many unan-

swered questions. How serious it is? Is it treatable? Are we going to lose such a 

beautiful puppy, with a wonderful personality, which shined so often during his minis-

try in the schools and the parish? 

After arrival to the emergency, the 

doctor on duty took care of Nes-

bitt immediately. Due to the 

COVID restrictions we weren’t al-

lowed inside; so, I was pacing in 

the parking lot all night. It was a 

long night of uncertainty… The 

doctor would come out every so 

often with the updates. She diag-

nosed a collapsed lung and tried 

to stabilize him by extracting air 

from his stomach. However, in or-

der to save his life, he would 

need immediate invasive and ex-

tended surgery. 

It was indeed a long night… Amidst of worries and uncertainty, deep inside I knew 

and believed that everything would somehow be ok. The next morning we brought 

him to the emergency veterinary hospital in Toronto and the following day he was on 

the operating table. The surgery was successful and after a few weeks of recovery 

Nesbitt was back to himself, once again full of life and mischief. 

How many times in life do we experience those long nights of uncertainty? Maybe we 

are waiting for the result of a medical procedure and we are uncertain what the diag-

nosis will be. Maybe we are waiting for a phone call after that interview for a dream 

job. Maybe we are waiting for the results of a test which will determine our passing 

grades. Life is full of those long nights of uncertainty… 

Even John the Baptist in this weekend’s Gospel expresses anxiety seeking clear an-

swers. “When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his 

disciples and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for an-
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other?”” (Matthew 11:2-3) 

Jesus answers, as usual in an indirect manner, “Jesus answered them, “Go and tell 

John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers 

are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news 

brought to them.”” (Matthew 11:4-5) Basically saying to John’s disciples, “Open your 

eyes and see the hand of God in all happenings… Trust and surrender!” Isn’t that pre-

cisely the message of the Advent season? 

When you are in the midst of a long night of uncertainty, recall the assurance of Ad-

vent message. The Lord is near, wait in hope, trust and surrender. 

By Jarek Pachocki, OMI 
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ADVENT: CURING FIRE BY FIRE 

Anthropologists tell us that we are born congenitally dis-eased, incurably erotic, rest-

less, consumed by a thirst that cannot be quenched and a fire that will not be stilled. 

To be human is to be on fire for a consummation, a love, a restfulness, an embrace, 

and a symphony that, in this life, forever escapes us. In every cell of our bodies and in 

the very DNA of our souls we ache for someone or something that we have not yet 

known, ache in a way that leaves us too dissatisfied and restless to live fully inside 

our own skins. Our lives always seem too small for us. Moreover, and this is the key, 

this is God’s doing. God is the hand behind this “intolerable shirt of flame”. 

Hence the fire inside us is not necessarily a sign 

that we are doing anything wrong, that we have 

missed the boat somewhere, are sinful, are over-

sexed, or are too greedy for our own good. The 

fire inside us comes from the way God made us, 

namely, to crave the infinite and to be dissatisfied 

with everything else until that wide embrace is 

consummated. Thus, the fire inside us will never 

be extinguished simply by attaining the right part-

ner, the right job, the right city, the right set of 

friends, and the right recognition. We will always 

be on fire. 

But there is a choice, between two kinds of fire, 

two kinds of restlessness, two kinds of inner thirsts.  With what kind of fire do we want 

our hearts to burn? We are destined to be consumed by one kind of restlessness or 

another, but the flames are very different. Do we want God’s flames or those of our 

own choosing? 

For John of the Cross, the desire for higher lovemaking was the spirit that burned in-

side of Jesus, the energy that motivated him and consumed, as by fire, the more lim-

ited desires within him. 

Jesus was insane for the light, on fire with God’s eros, willing to die to be transformed 

and so offer the world the widest love of all, God’s embrace. In Jesus, we see what it 

means to be redeemed from fire by fire. 

Advent celebrates human longing. It asks us not to deny our longings but to enter 

them, deepen them, and widen them until we become insane for the light  

By Ron Rolheiser, OMI 
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STAR OF THE NORTH RETREAT CENTRE,  

www.starofthenorth.ca,  

780-459-5511  

Aurora Living: Formation Through Word & Creation is a spiritual 

formation community at the intersection of faith contemporary issues: 

creation care, social justice, & reconciliation. Our winter 2023 module 

(January to March) entitled Wisdom: The Wells We Drink From will 

feature presenters Sr. Priscilla Solomon, Ron Rolheiser, Gisele Bauche and many 

others. Accepting new applicants, early registration rates end December 

15. Opening retreat January 20-22, 2023. Contact Star of the North for more 

information or visit www.starofthenorth.ca/wisdom 

Courage to Teach: Re-Inspiring the Heart of a Teacher Join this 5 session Circle of 

Trust ® series for a monthly morning gathering that holds space for your own 

reflection, renewal and rejuvenation. Together we will seek to understand, honor, and 

celebrate brave conversations, deep listening, and reconnection with our love of 

teaching in community with one another. 1 Saturday morning gathering per month 

starting January 28 (9:00 am – noon) at The Star of the North Retreat Centre. Early-

Bird registration ends December 15: $325. www.starofthenorth.ca/courage  

Bridges to Contemplative Living: Travelling Your Road to Joy – Join this 9-week 

contemplative dialogue group facilitated by Anita Allsopp as they engage the teaching and 

practice of Thomas Merton toward spiritual transformation. Starting Wednesday, February 1 

from 1:00-3:00 pm. Early-Bird registration ends December 15: $145 www.starofthenorth.ca/

bridges 

Commemorative postcards availa-

ble for $5.00 per set. Please call 

the office at 780-422-3052. 

For fundraising 

one mug is $20 

and two mugs of 

$30. T-shirts are 

$20 each. 

http://www.starofthenorth.ca/
http://www.starofthenorth.ca/wisdom
http://www.starofthenorth.ca/courage
http://www.starofthenorth.ca/bridges
http://www.starofthenorth.ca/bridges
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For more information or to register visit http://www.providencerenewal.ca  

3005 119 Street NW  Edmonton, AB  

https://providencerenewal.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=84e09c3539e0a5ac870a30075&id=c1bb0a46d8&e=fad2bd2738


 9 

December 10, 2022 

SACRED HEART CHURCH OF THE FIRST PEOPLES 

 
P: 780.422.3052 F: 780.423.0176 E: sacredheart.firstpeoples@caedm.ca 

Facebook: Sacred Heart Church of the First Peoples-Catholic Church 

Sacred Heart Church of the First Peoples 

Please make cheques payable to: 

Sacred Heart Church of the First Peoples (Rebuild) 

10821 96 Street NW, Edmonton, AB T5H 2J8 

To e-Transfer to Sacred Heart please send email to 

rebuildsacredheart@caedm.ca 

To donate with a credit card use this link from the CanadaHelps  
non-profit charity: https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/64181 

Receipts for income tax will be issued by Sacred Heart Church of 
the First Peoples in the first week of February for donations made 
by cheque and e-Transfer. For credit card donations, receipts will 
be issued by CanadaHelps by e-mail upon donation. 

Name: (please print) 

_______________________________________________________ 

Address: _______________________________________________ 

City: ________________________ Province: _________________ 

Postal Code: _________________ Phone: _____:_____:________ 

E-mail: ________________________________________________ 
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