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SACRED HEART CHURCH OF 
THE FIRST PEOPLES 

 
P: 780.422.3052 F: 780.423.0176 E: sacredheart.firstpeoples@caedm.ca 

Facebook: Sacred Heart Church of the First Peoples-Catholic Church 

KASKATINOWIPISIM (The Freezing Moon) 
MONTH OF OCTOBER 

REFLECTIONS 

The Lord is our guardian, beside us at our right hand, in-

terceding for us in all our spiritual battles. We must persist, 

so that when the Son of Man comes again in kingly power, 

He will indeed find faith on earth. 

WEEKLY SUNDAY COLLECTION  

From Sunday October 9
th
 to October 15

th
 $2040 Misc Do-

nations $200, Bottles and Cans $95, Food Bank $100, 

Baptism Donations $190 

PARISH TEAM  

Fr. Susai Jesu, OMI  

Fr. Mark Blom, OMI  

Deacon Paul Tam 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Daily Masses from Monday 

to Saturday at 9 am (Live 

Stream) 

All Sundays at 10:00 am, 

11:30 am (Indigenous 

Mass) Sacred Heart Gym-

nasium 

4:00 pm (Eritrean Mass) 

and  

7:00 pm at Santa Maria 

Goretti Catholic Church 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy at 

3pm, Monday—Friday 

(Livestreamed) 

Holy Rosary and Adoration 

on Fridays at 7 pm (Live 

Streaming from our Face-

book) 

 

 

mailto:sacredheart.firstpeoples@caedm.ca
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 SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIMES—C 

The Unscrupulous Judge and the Importunate Widow 

(Exodus 17:8-13; Psalm 121; 2 Timothy 3:14-4:2; Luke 18:1-8) 

Have you ever seen the bumper sticker: “If you want peace, work for justice?”  

The gospel today could inspire another saying: “If you want justice, pray unceasingly 

and work steadily for peace.”  

Betty Williams, the 1977 Nobel Peace Prize Laureate from Northern Ireland, is an ex-

ample of someone who was prayerful in the way Moses was when his arms were sup-

ported by Aaron and Hur during the battle against Amalek. She witnessed the bombing 

death of children one afternoon on the street where she lived. A little girl died in her 

arms. The force of the bomb had severed the girl’s legs and blown them across the 

street from where she held the bleeding child. Williams went home in shock and des-

pair. Later that night, when the shock had worn off, the full impact of what she had 

seen struck her. She stepped outside her door and screamed into the night. Shouting 

at both God and the world, she moved from house to house, pounding on doors that 

could easily have opened with weapons pointing at her face. “What kind of people 

have we become that children are blown to bits on our streets?” she howled to all who 

would listen. Within hours the town was awake and stirred to take action. In a short 

time 16,000 signatures were on petitions for peace that helped to end the bloodshed in 

Northern Ireland.  

Betty Williams was Moses with her hands raised between heaven and earth in prayer 

and protest: the staff of God was lifted up once again. Once again, the widow was 

making her case in a world that seems to have neither fear of God nor respect for hu-

manity.  

The gospel parable especially challenges us not to focus only on our prayer life (the 

easier part), but also to express our faith by caring for the powerless and homeless in 

our midst. It is time for us to give renewed attention to how we put our faith into prac-

tice. Another way of putting it is the folk saying, “Pray as if everything depended on 

God and work as if everything depended on you.”  

The characters in the story show that the just God does not protect the property inter-

ests of the privileged but is compassionate and looks out for those who have no power 

to leverage privileges from the powerful. The way of the kingdom, therefore, calls for 

priorities based on compassion.  

Once God’s compassionate nature has been clearly stated, then the call to pray and 

not lose heart takes on a different tone. The God to whom we pray is compassionate, 

ready to respond to the needs of the powerless and oppressed. How does such a God 

hear our prayers if they are self-centered, concerned only with petty issues, or irrele-

vant to God’s redemptive purposes? To those who have it in their power to relieve the 

distress of the widow, the orphan and the stranger but do not, the call to pray night and 
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day is a command to let the priorities of God’s compassion reorder the priorities of their 

lives.  

For John O’Shea, the point of this gospel is not just to persevere in prayer, but that per-

sonal spirituality and social justice are two sides of the same coin. Praying to God is for 

the purpose of effecting social justice. God answers the cry for justice by giving it to the 

hearts of the ones who cry. In this way the ones who pray will endure because they will 

be grounded in God. The energy of wearing down injustice is mediated through the 

widow, but it does not originate with her. It is the result of her communion with God 

made possible by her continual praying.  

To pray always and not to lose heart means more than merely persevering in the face 

of difficulties. It is more than not giving up. It is coming forward with love and being 

faithful to the ways of peace. We can resist the temptation to resort to actions more un-

just than the oppressive structures when we integrate our hearts into the heart of Je-

sus. He is the one who prayed always in the garden of Gethsemane, who stayed 

awake, and who was able to resist the temptation to resort to violence or run away, as 

did the disciples who fell asleep. He is the relentless widow who prays always until his 

heart becomes the heart of God.  

Jesus asks us to listen to what the unjust judge says to himself. In so doing we learn 

one important thing: he can be had. His self-understanding is that he is vulnerable to 

being exposed for who he is. This is what he most fears and what eventually will drive 

him to give justice. The relentless widow unmasks injustice until justice is given, even if 

it is given only reluctantly. The heart of the widow is sustained by prayer. God suffuses 

the hearts of those who pray for justice, and then with empowered hearts bring this jus-

tice into the affairs of earth. God does not intervene as a separate agent of activity and 

bring a justice to the human world that humans themselves cannot bring. And since in-

justice is an individual habit and an ingrained social structure, perseverance to trans-

form it is difficult to maintain. It is difficult to wear something down that is so pervasive, 

so the effort is endless. Only those grounded in the heart of God will persevere.  

Archbishop Romero in Latin America was an example of someone who embodied all 

these elements of faith – trust, surrender, gratitude, perseverance and love of Scrip-

ture. His perseverance in the face of death threats cost him his life, but he continues to 

inspire countless poor today to both persevere in prayer and work for justice.  

The Eucharist is all about faith. We believe that through the prayer of this community 

and the celebrant, the Body and Blood of Jesus is made present on the altar. We be-

lieve that as we receive in communion who we are, the Body of Christ, we are trans-

formed into that Body of Christ. We believe that empowered in this way, we are com-

missioned to go out, sustained by prayer, to work for both peace and justice.  

So, have faith, and express that faith through sustained prayer and undaunted work for 

justice and fairness in our world.  

Archbishop Emeritus Sylvain Lavoie, OMI 
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HOW TO PRAY WHEN WE DON’T FEEL LIKE IT 

If we only prayed when we felt like it, we wouldn’t pray a lot. 

Enthusiasm, good feelings, and fervor will not sustain anyone’s prayer life for long, 

good will and firm intention notwithstanding. Our hearts and minds are complex and 

promiscuous, wild horses frolicking to their own tunes, with prayer frequently not on 

their agenda. The renowned mystic, John of the Cross teaches that, after an initial peri-

od of fervor in prayer, we will spend the bulk of our years struggling to pray discursive-

ly, dealing with boredom and distraction. So, the question becomes, how do we pray at 

those times when we are tired, distracted, bored, disinterested, and nursing a thousand 

other things in our heads and in our hearts? How do we pray when little inside us 

wants to pray? Especially, how do we pray at those moments when we have a positive 

distaste for prayer? 

Monks have secrets worth knowing. The first 

secret we need to learn from them is the cen-

tral place of ritual is sustaining a prayer-life. 

Monks pray a lot and regularly, but they never 

try to sustain their prayer on the basis of feel-

ings. They sustain it through ritual. Monks 

pray together seven or eight times a day ritu-

ally. They gather in chapel and pray the ritual 

offices of the church (Matins, Lauds, Prime, 

Terce, Sext, Vespers, Compline) or they cele-

brate the Eucharist together. They don’t always go there because they feel like it, they 

come because they are called to prayer, and then, with their hearts and minds perhaps 

less than enthusiastic about praying, they pray through the deepest part of themselves, 

their intention and their will. 

In the rule that St. Benedict wrote for monastic life there’s an oft-quoted phrase. A 

monk’s life, he writes, is to be ruled by the monastic bell. When the monastic bell rings, 

the monk is immediately to drop whatever he is doing and go to whatever that sum-

mons is calling him to, not because he wants to, but because it is time, and time is not 

our time, it’s God’s time. That’s a valuable secret, particularly as it applies to prayer. 

We need to go pray regularly, not because we want to, but because it’s time, and when 

we can’t pray with our hearts and minds, we can still pray through our wills and through 

our bodies. 

Yes, our bodies! We tend to forget that we are not disincarnate angels, pure heart and 

mind. We are also a body. Thus, when heart and mind struggle to engage in prayer, we 
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can always still pray with our bodies. Classically, we have tried to do this through cer-

tain physical gestures and postures (making the sign of the cross, kneeling, raising our 

hands, joining hands, genuflection, prostration) and we should never underestimate or 

denigrate the importance of these bodily gestures. Simply put, when we can’t pray in 

any other way, we can still pray through our bodies. (And, who is to say that a sincere 

bodily gesture is inferior as a prayer to a gesture of the heart or mind?) Personally, I 

much admire a particular bodily gesture, bowing down with one’s head to the floor 

which Muslims do in their prayer. To do that is to have your body say to God, 

“Irrespective of whatever’s on my mind and in my heart right now, I submit to your om-

nipotence, your holiness, your love.”  Whenever I do meditative prayer alone, normally 

I end it with this gesture. 

Sometimes spiritual writers, catechists, and liturgists have failed us by not making it 

clear that prayer has different stages – and that affectivity, enthusiasm, fervor are only 

one stage, and the neophyte stage at that. As the great doctors and mystics of spiritu-

ality have universally taught, prayer, like love, goes through three phases. First comes 

fervor and enthusiasm; next comes the waning of fervor along with dryness and bore-

dom, and finally comes proficiency, an ease, a certain sense of being at home in pray-

er that does not depend on affectivity and fervor but on a commitment to be present, 

irrespective of affective feeling. 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer used to say this 

to a couple when officiating at their 

marriage. Today you are very much in 

love and believe that your love will 

sustain your marriage. It won’t. Let 

your marriage, which is a  ritual con-

tainer, sustain your love. The same 

can be said about prayer. Fervor and 

enthusiasm will not sustain your pray-

er, but ritual can. When we struggle to 

pray with our minds and our hearts, 

we can still always pray through our wills and our bodies. Showing up can be prayer 

enough. 

In a recent book, Dearest Sister Wendy, Robert Ellsberg quotes a comment by Michael 

Leach, who said this in relation to what he was experiencing in having to care long-

term for his wife suffering from Alzheimer’s. Falling in love is the easy part; learning to 

love is the hard part; and living in love is the best part.  True too for prayer . 

By Ron Rolheiser, OMI 
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JUSTICE IS AVAILABLE TO ALL OF US THROUGH PRAYER 

AND NEVER LOSING HEART. 

“Jesus told the disciples a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose 

heart.” Luke 18.1. This Sunday we hear about the widow unwavering in her appeal to 

a judge to grant her justice. However, justice is determined by God, as only He knows 

what is truly best for us. This can be easily lost on us, as we often feel like we are in 

control of everything. It can be very difficult to relinquish this control. Yet, like the wid-

ow who is relentless in her petition, we too should be persistent in prayer. Jesus is let-

ting us know that by praying continually we can be assured of justice as well. The 

judge in the parable eventually gives in to the woman because he got tired of her 

coming to him with the request; God never tires of us coming to him. He wants us to 

be praying to him, to be communication with Him about everything. The judge has no 

respect for people, God does, and even more than that, He has his love for us. 

Though God knows our wants and our desires, it is through bringing them to him that 

we can understand those wants and desires better, why we have them and where 

they come from, and then we understand ourselves better.  Through prayer, we may 

find out we need to change something in ourselves; this too is an answer to our pray-

er, and a way to justice. 

But we must do more than pray, Jesus also 

tells us to not lose heart, and the way we can 

do that is by being of service to those in our 

community. We should always remember that 

we are not alone. In the second reading, we 

have Paul reminding Timothy and his commu-

nity that they should “continue in what you 

have learned and firmly believed, knowing 

from whom you learned it, and how from child-

hood you have known the sacred writing that 

are able to instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.” Certainly, yes, we 

have faith in Christ Jesus; however, we also have faith in our Church. And who is the 

Church? We the people in the congregation are; the baptised are the church. It is in 

this Church that we have learned to pray, and in this Church that we have come to 

know Jesus and His Father and the Holy Spirit, and in this Church through sacred 

writing we know about salvation. And because we have received all of this through 

our community, we have responsibility back to the Church. This we do through ser-

vice. Justice is available to all of us through prayer and never losing heart. 

By Serena Shaw, Oblate Associate 
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BUILDING FUND UPDATE 

 

 

 

 

We are still a bit short on our 

$1.5 M goal. Any contribution 

you can make to our building 

fund is appreciated. 

A Prayer to God on the Mountain 

I have so much on my mind. 

I run to the mountain, 

Trying to escape all that overwhelms me. 

But now that I am here, 

I know the mountain cannot save me. 

It is not the mountain I am seeking.  

I am seeking you my Lord.  

For you made the mountain. 

You made the sky it touches. 

All creation serves you. 

Even though the sun rises and sets, 

You never sleep. 

You are always protecting me. 

I hear my name and I know you are near. 

I have found what I sought on the mountain. 

I don’t need the mountain. 

I need you my Lord. 



 8 

October 15, 2022 

TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION     
COMMISSION 

Call to Action nº 41: We call upon the 
federal government, in consultation with 
Aboriginal organizations, to appoint a pub-
lic inquiry into the causes of, and reme-
dies for, the disproportionate victimization 
of Aboriginal women and girls. The in-
quiry's mandate would include:   

(i) Investigation into missing and 
murdered Aboriginal women and 
girls. 
(ii) Links to the intergenerational leg-
acy of residential schools. 

• We pray that we will commit our-
selves to bring an end to the in-
justices and violence towards 
Canada's Indigenous women and 
children . 

MISSING AND MURDERED IN-
DIGENOUS WOMEN AND GIRLS  

Call for Justice nº 15.1: Denounce 
and speak out against violence against 
Indigenous women, girls, and 
2SLGBTQQIA people.  

• We pray for everyone to always 
be bold and  denounce all unjust 
acts .  

Give us one heart and one mind to walk together in the love and strength of your 

Spirit, in truth, reconciliation, and peace. We ask this through Jesus Christ, your Son, 

our brother, our Lord, and our hope. Amen. 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/howlcollective/12569114743/
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Commemorative 

postcards available 

for $5.00 per set. 

Please call the of-

fice at 780-422-

3052. 

For fundraising 

one mug is $20 

and two mugs of 

$30. T-shirts are 

$20 each. 

CWL NEWS 
Recently, the CWL has made available a file of  educational 

resources on the theme  of Catholic Social Teaching.  You can 

access websites and names of at least ten Catholic charitable 

organizations, films, videos, prayers, Papal documents, Cate-

chism verses, as well at least 95 biblical verses about the Pref-

erential Option for the Poor and Vulnerable, etc. If you long for 

the coziness of curling up with a book on a stormy day , then enjoy  A Nun on the 

Bus:How All of Us Can Create Hope, Change and  Community written by Sister 

Simone Campbell, The Long Loneliness: The Autobiography of Dorothy Day, Option 

for the Poor: A Hundred Years of Vatican Social Teaching, etc. Go to https://cwl.ca/

sdm_downloads/final-options-for-the-poor-and-vulnerable/ 

We invite all women 16 years of age and over to join the SHCFP CWL . Our next 

meeting will be held at 10 am ,Saturday, November 12, 2022 at the rectory. 

Written by Judith Frank 

https://cwl.ca/sdm_downloads/final-options-for-the-poor-and-vulnerable/
https://cwl.ca/sdm_downloads/final-options-for-the-poor-and-vulnerable/
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Sacramental Preparation at Sacred Heart 

Please contact Fr. Mark through the office, 780-422-

3052 to set up time for youth and adult preparation of 

First Communion, First Reconciliation and Confirma-

tion. Parents or guardians must accompany children for 

the classes. Candidates can receive their first com-

munion and confirmation at a Sunday Mass of their 

choice.  Contact Fr. Mark through the office, 780-422-

3052. 

BAPTISM PREPARATION 

The next Baptism Preparation Class will be on 

Wednesday November 9, 2022 at 6: pm in the Parish 

Boardroom. Please register by calling the office at 780-

422-3052. 

Romans 12:20 

Thanks to the donations 

from many people and other 

parishes, our pantry shelves 

are looking better. We have 

recently found out many 

homeless are living in tents 

and able to store some food. 

We are looking for food 

items, such as canned meat 

with pull-top, instant KD, in-

stant rice and instant soup, 

where water can be added to 

make a meal. This will allow 

us to feed the people most in 

need.  

We continue to need bread, 

sandwich makings and 

snacks to put into our brown 

bags we hand out. Please 

deliver any food items to the 

Rectory between 9 am and 4 

pm. 
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STAR OF THE NORTH RETREAT CENTRE,  

www.starofthenorth.ca,  

780-459-5511  

Patron & Donor Appreciation Evening at Star of the 

North Join our Starry, Starry Night! evening of music, appetiz-

ers & thanksgiving celebration for the tremendous support of our 

Starlight Campaign donors, our patrons, and our volunteers 

through the years. Thursday, October 27, drop-in from 6:30 to 

9:00 pm; presentation from 7:00 to 7:30 pm. Let us know you’re 

coming at www.starofthenorth.ca/starry 

Outcasts Who Belong: Jesus & the Unnamed Women in the Gospels Join this 

three-week series online or in-person with well-known educator Sister Teresita 

Kambeitz. Choose afternoons or evenings to attend in November as we reflect on 

Jesus encounters with 10 outsider women who belong as insiders in the new world he 

came to establish. November 8, 15, & 23. Early registration prices end October 15
th
. 

Cost: $90 (online or in-person). Register at www.starofthenorth.ca/outcasts or call 780-

459-5511. 

The What, Why, Where & How of Being a Synodal Church is an informal evening 

with teacher Sandy Prather exploring questions around what it means to ’walk 

together in the Spirit’ as a synodal church. Thursday, November 10 at 7:00 pm. Early 

registration prices end October 15
th
. Cost: $20 (online or in-person). Register 

at www.starofthenorth.ca/synodal or call 780-459-5511. 

In the Moment: Self-Guided Retreats are recorded retreats intended for people who 

may want to retreat at home or on the road, have limited mobility, and/or simply seek 

time alone with God in the midst of a busy schedule. Each video is less than 45 

minutes, and may be paused to allow space for deeper reflection and prayer. Available 

in Spanish, French & English. Quarterly subscription (3 videos): $75 /  Yearly subscrip-

tion (9 videos): $200 For more information visit: www.starofthenorth.ca/moment  

Your Whole, Free Heart: A Spirituality for the Wanderers is a weekend retreat 

guided by spiritual educator Clint Porritt, for those who know spiritual struggle or 

disillusionment. Join a safe space for honouring our journeys toward wholeness, 

confronting fears and befriending our doubts, as we begin to reframe our “wanderings” 

as the good work of God in us. Early Registration ends November 1
st
. Cost: Online 

$130 / Commuter $205 / Live-In $315. For more information visit 

www.starofthenorth.ca/wander 

http://www.starofthenorth.ca/
http://www.starofthenorth.ca/starry
http://www.starofthenorth.ca/outcasts
http://www.starofthenorth.ca/synodal
http://www.starofthenorth.ca/moment
http://www.starofthenorth.ca/wander
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Colin Levangie, MPC, MA  

Colin has been working in a pastoral, caring way for most of his 

adult life.  He is a proud Metis, Mi’ Kmaq from Nova Scotia.  For 

the past eleven years Colin has been very involved in the com-

munity of Sacred Heart, Church of the First Peoples.  He has al-

so headed the “Healing and Wellness Program for First Nations”, 

sponsored by the Redemptorist Centre for Growth.  

The program includes free counselling for clients who normally 
could not afford the costs; workshops for workers and their fami-
lies involved in services to the homeless and addicted, work-
shops for groups interested in dealing with the painful conse-

quences of the Residential School experience, the 60’s Scoop, Murdered and Missing 
Indigenous Women, and issues of the contemporary urban native population. 



 13 

October 15, 2022 

SHCFP TCR Counselling Program Ad 

Sacred Heart Church of the First Peoples 

Healing and Wellness Program 

Reclaiming Past Losses 

SHCFP, in its commitment to the TRC recommendations, is launching a “Health and 

Wellness Program – Reclaiming Past Losses”  

Program Goal  

To deliver a healing and wellness program for First Nations, Métis, Inuit and non-

Indigenous participants that includes counselling opportunities, workshops and healing 

circles based on Western and Indigenous wisdom and practices.  

Program Objectives 

 Promote the TRC “Calls to Action” in matters dealing with mental health. 

 Provide a workshop process that respects and integrates aspects of native culture, 

customs, ceremonies and spirituality. 

 Include the teachings of the Medicine Wheel as it applies to the balance between 

body, mind, emotions and spirit in the healing process. 

 Provide a counselling process in which individuals and families address past losses, 

traumas, and mental health issues. 

 Address the psychological issues related to Residential Schools, Murdered and Miss-

ing Women, Sixties Scoop, and RS unmarked graves. 

Program includes 

 Workshops addressing mental health and psychological issues.  

 Grief Groups to deal with the loss of a loved one 

 Individual, family and group counselling opportunities 

 Spiritual Direction sessions  

2022/2023 Program 

Beginning this fall, three evening workshop sessions will be held during the month of 

November 

After Christmas three all day workshops will be held lasting for three to four days. Topics 

to be announced. 

If you are interested or know family and friends who may be interested in partici-

pating in the SHCFP Healing and Wellness Program, informative posters 

are now available.  
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Sacred Heart Church of the First Peoples 

 
Sacred Heart Parish is offering a three evening workshop on understanding the tremen-

dous power of the unconscious brain. It is sponsored by the Healing and Wellness Pro-

gram of the Parish. 

 

Embracing your Unconscious Brain 
- negative and positive influences - 

 

During three evening workshops we will: 

 Explore the complex realm of your unconscious brain. 

 Uncover the negative influence of your unconscious brain in daily living. 

 Untap the treasury of your potential as you deal with repressed emotions, attitudes, 

talents and character traits. 

 Acquire and develop strategies to embrace the potential of your unconscious brain. 

 Overcome the personal damage done in your growing years, and enhance your per-

sonal giftedness and your ability to develop these gifts. 

Take this opportunity to heal and grow – your human development is in your 

hands! 

 

Place: Sacred Heart Parish, Kateri Hall 

            10821 – 96 Street 

Dates: November 9, 16 & 23 

Time: 6:30 pm to 9:30 pm 

Participants: Maximum of 20, first come first serve 

Sessions are free 

Registration/Inquiries: Colin Levangie 

clevangie@telus.net 

Phone: 780 953-3948 

 
These three workshops will help to welcome and embrace your unloved side and, 

as a result, deepen and grow your relationship with yourself and others. 

about:blank
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3005 119 Street NW 

Edmonton, AB  T6J 

5R5 

(780) 701-1855 

http://www.providencerenewal.ca 

https://providencerenewal.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=84e09c3539e0a5ac870a30075&id=0b05413ffb&e=fad2bd2738
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READINGS FOR THE 29th SUNDAY OF ORIDINARY TIMES  

FIRST READING 

A reading from the Book of Exodus (Exodus 17.8-13) 

Amalek came and fought with Israel at Rephidim. Moses said to Joshua, “Choose 
some men for us and go out, fight with Amalek. Tomorrow I will stand on the top of the 
hill with the staff of God in my hand.” 

So Joshua did as Moses told him, and fought with Amalek, while Moses, Aaron, and 
Hur went up to the top of the hill. 

Whenever Moses held up his hands, Israel prevailed; and whenever he lowered his 
hands, Amalek prevailed. But Moses’ hands grew weary; so they took a stone and put 
it under him, and he sat on it. Aaron and Hur held up his hands, one on one side, and 
the other on the other side; so his hands were steady until the sun set. 

And Joshua defeated Amalek and his people with the sword.  

Thanks be to God. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Psalm 121) 

Response: Our help is from the Lord, who made heav’n and earth. 

I lift up my eyes to the hills — from where will my help come? My help comes from the 
Lord, who made heaven and earth. R. 

The Lord will not let your foot be moved; he who keeps you will not slumber. He who 
keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep. R. 

The Lord is your keeper; the Lord is your shade at your right hand. The sun shall not 
strike you by day, nor the moon by night. R. 

The Lord will keep you from all evil; he will keep your life. The Lord will keep your go-
ing out and your coming in from this time on and forevermore. R.   

SECOND READING 

A reading from the second letter to Timothy (2 Timothy 3.14-4.2) 

Beloved: Continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, knowing from whom 
you learned it, and how from childhood you have known the sacred writings that are 
able to instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 

All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, 
and for training in righteousness, so that the one who belongs to God may be profi-
cient, equipped for every good work. 

In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, 
and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I solemnly urge you: proclaim the mes-
sage; be persistent whether the time is favourable or unfavourable; convince, rebuke, 
and encourage, with the utmost patience in teaching.   

Thanks be to God  
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia. Alleluia. 

The word of God is living and active; it judges the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 

Alleluia. 

GOSPEL READING 

A reading from the Gospel according to Luke (Luke 18.1-18) 

Jesus told the disciples a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose 

heart. 

He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had respect 

for any human being. In that city there was a widow who kept coming to him and say-

ing, ‘Grant me justice against my opponent.’ 

“For a while the judge refused; but later he said to himself, ‘Though I have no fear of 

God and no respect for any human being, yet because this widow keeps bothering me, 

I will grant her justice, so that she may not wear me out by continually coming.’” 

And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. Will not God grant justice to 

his chosen ones who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long in helping them? I 

tell you, God will quickly grant justice to them. And yet, when the Son of Man comes, 

will he find faith on earth?”  

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
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