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September 17, 2022 

 

SACRED HEART CHURCH OF 
THE FIRST PEOPLES 

 
P: 780.422.3052 F: 780.423.0176 E: sacredheart.firstpeoples@caedm.ca 

Facebook: Sacred Heart Church of the First Peoples-Catholic Church 

NOCIHTOPISIM (MOOSE MATING 

MOON) 

MONTH OF SEPTEMBER 

REFLECTIONS 

I am the salvation of the people, says the Lord. 

Should they cry to me in any distress, I will hear the, 

and I will be their Lord for ever. 

WEEKLY SUNDAY COLLECTION  

From Sunday September 11
th
 to September 17

th
 

$3105.00, Food Donations $110.00  , Repair Dona-

tion $735.00, Misc Donations $518.40, Bottles and 

Cans $118.00 

PARISH TEAM  

Fr. Susai Jesu, OMI  

Fr. Mark Blom, OMI  

Deacon Paul Tam 
 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Daily Masses from Monday 

to Saturday at 9 am (Live 

Stream) 

All Sundays at 10:00 am, 

11:30 am (Indigenous 

Mass) Sacred Heart Gym-

nasium 

4:00 pm (Eritrean Mass) 

and  

7:00 pm at Santa Maria 

Goretti Catholic Church 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy at 

3pm, Monday—Friday 

(Livestreamed) 

Holy Rosary and Adoration 

on Fridays at 7 pm (Live 

Streaming from our Face-

book) 

BAPTISM  

Amanuel Simon 

Soliana Gebresion 

 

DEATH  

Dwayne Nabess 

Mary Hassan 

Denim Sowan 

Sandra Lambert 

Anthony Belcourt 

 

 

mailto:sacredheart.firstpeoples@caedm.ca
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tH

 SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIMES—C 

The Dishonest Steward—”What are your Priorities?” 

(Amos 8:4-7; Psalm 113; 1 Timothy 2:1-7; Luke 16:1-13) 

The Portugese have a saying: “What is important to us, we find time and money for.” 

Where do you spend your time and money? What are your priorities? 

Use material things to help the needy, strengthen your relationships and build up the 
Kingdom of God here and now. 

As a careless and self-centred university student, Don foolishly put his own desires first 
and let a friend down in a joint home-portrait business venture. As the salesperson and 
proof-passer, he made his money up front. As the owner of the business, however, his 
friend made money only if the business turned a profit. That never happened mostly be-
cause Don was not working hard enough to make it successful. His friend had to de-
clare bankruptcy and literally, as a foreign student, skip the country. His letter to Don 
some months later telling him that their friendship ended there unless he changed was a 
much-needed wake-up call to Don. When his friend returned to Canada and started an-
other business, Don worked for him without pay for two months to help him out and 
make amends. Most important, their friendship was restored and actually became 
stronger than before. 

This experience is similar to the gospel story 
today. The unjust steward was adding to his 
commission, putting selfish profit first and 
sacrificing friendships for the sake of money. 
A crisis led him to change – to let go of what 
he was doing, let go of his commission, give 
the debtors a break and also restore his rela-
tionships with his friends. He changed, and 
started to put people and relationships first. 

Jesus praises the steward’s action - his conversion, his change of life and his placing 
people and relationship before profit. This story is a call to us, to individual and social 
change or conversion. Change and conversion is normal for Christians. The whole basis 
of our faith (the Exodus and the Resurrection) is dynamic movement of change, and 
conversion. Here, it is our attitude and actions towards money, possessions and rela-
tionships that has to be looked at and changed. Where do we spend our time and mon-
ey? What are our priorities? 

Jesus told this parable to teach us an important lesson about kingdom values. Here is 
another very similar parable teaching much the same lesson.  

A poor man caught stealing was ordered by the king to be hanged. On the way to the 
gallows he said to the governor that he knew a wonderful secret; that it would be a pity 
to allow that secret to die with him, and that he would like to disclose it to the king. He 
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was brought before the king and told the king that he would put a seed of pomegranate 
in the ground and through the secret taught to him by his father, would make it grow 
overnight. The king agreed, and so the thief dug a hole but then said that the seed could 
safely be put in the ground only by a man who has never stolen or taken anything that 
did not belong to him, and that he, being a thief, could not do it. The vizier, frightened, 
said that in his younger days he had retained something that did not belong to him. The 
treasurer in turn said that in dealing with such large amounts he might have entered too 
much or too little; and even the king confessed that he had kept a necklace that be-
longed to his father. The poor thief then said, “You are all mighty and powerful and want 
nothing and yet you cannot plant the seed, while I who have stolen a little because I was 
starving am to be hanged.” The king, pleased with the ruse of the thief, pardoned him.  

In this story, as in the parable of the dishonest steward, the central character is accused 
of stealing and by shrewd actions wins a pardon or commendation from the king/master. 
The parable turns on the steward’s shrewd response to the urgency of his situation and 
invites hearers to understand that they are likewise in the midst of a crisis that demands 
an urgent decision if disaster is to be avoided. Faced with the loss of his position, the 
dishonest steward acted decisively to provide for his future. One who truly hears the 
gospel knows that just such a decisive act is required of those who will stake everything 
on the coming kingdom of God.  

The figure of the steward has had a significant influence on Christian reflections regard-
ing the believer’s relationship to God. Disciples of Jesus were expected to be wise, 
faithful and prudent. Faithfulness, even in small things, was a steward’s highest duty. As 
St.  Mother Teresa of Calcutta taught, most of us will not be called upon to do great acts 
of love, but rather to do small daily acts with much love. Most of all, our willingness to 
use material things to do the will of God and care for others and the Church is what Je-
sus will take note of and reward with eternal life.  

Ed is one such person. He is retired, but one would never know it, as he was almost a 
full time Church volunteer in a variety of ways – looking after a variety of mission ac-
counts and especially spearheading the Christopher Leadership courses in his area for 
forty years. He selflessly gave of himself for the good of others before health issues 
made that impossible.  

The Eucharist is a most intimate moment of sharing with Jesus who gave his life for us. 
This gift of shared life with him is worth more THAN all the money in the world. Is there 
anything holding us back from giving ourselves wholeheartedly to him? Is there some-
thing we should change in our lives? Now is the time to act. 

So, have faith and courage. Trust in the Lord. Let go, and let God. Decide to follow Je-
sus more closely. Make whatever changes are necessary in your life to do that. And es-
pecially, decide to use money and possessions to help others, strengthen your relation-
ships and build up the kingdom of God here and now. 

Archbishop Emeritus Sylvain Lavoie, OMI 
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SENSITIVITY AND SUFFERING 

Many of us have an all-too common idea that if you welcome God into your life you 

will have an easier walk through life; God will spare you from many of the illnesses 

and sufferings that afflict others. 

Many others nurse the feeling, if not explicit belief, that God means for us to suffer, 

that there’s an intrinsic connection between suffering and depth, and that the more 

painful something is, the better it is for you spiritually. There is, of course, some deep 

truth in this. Spiritual depth is inextricably connected to suffering, as the Cross of Je-

sus reveals; and scripture does say that God chastises those who draw close to Him. 

But there are countless ways to misunderstand this. 

Jesus did say that we must take up our cross daily and follow him and that following 

him means precisely accepting a special suffering. But we might ask: Why? Why 

should suffering enter into our lives more deeply because we take Jesus seriously? 

Shouldn’t the opposite be true? Does true religion somehow stand against our natural 

exuberance? Is suffering deep and joy superficial? And what does this say about 

God? Is God masochistic? Does God want and demand our suffering? Why is a cer-

tain inflow of pain necessarily concomitant with taking God seriously? 

Pain will flow into us more deeply when we take God seriously not because God 

wants it or because pain is somehow 

more blessed than joy. None of these. 

Suffering and pain are not what God 

wants; they’re negatives, to be eliminat-

ed in heaven. But, to the extent that we 

take God seriously, they will flow more 

deeply into our lives because in a deep-

er opening to God we will stop falsely 

protecting ourselves against pain and 

become much more sensitive so that 

life can flow more freely and more 

deeply into us. 

In that sensitivity, we will stop unconsciously manipulating everything so as to keep 

ourselves secure and pain-free. Simply put, we will experience deeper pain in our 

lives because, being more sensitive, we will be experiencing everything more deeply.  

By Ron Rolheiser, OMI 
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THEY WILL WELCOME YOU INTO THE TENTS OF ETERNITY 

In Amos’ time about 670 B.C., there was an era of great social and economic prosperity.  

The elite swindled and exploited the poor, and imposed impossible debts on the them. 

So, Amos denounces the unscrupulous merchants for their false piety, their avarice, 

their dishonest practices and their exploitation of the poor. It is very easy for us to be 

split-brained people thinking about religion at Sunday worship and then eager to get 

back to our routine business as soon as possible. If so, then we too inherit Amos’ and 

Jesus’ warning: “You cannot serve God and wealth.” One or the other has to be the 

master and take precedence in our lives. 

Today’s Gospel is not about moral advice. 

Rather, it tells us how to live now in the 

hope of eternity. It is meant to engage us 

and make us see that the Gospel is about 

a life-and-death decision, the most im-

portant we shall ever make. Jesus asks 

his followers to take more interest in their 

future than the steward of his parable took 

in his own. The steward in the parable en-

sures his own future by doing favours to 

others, but does this by cheating his mas-

ter. And Jesus commends him, not for his 

dishonesty, but for taking an interest in the future. The steward is able to look ahead and 

see that after he is fired for his incompetence, he will have little prospect of getting an-

other job. Basically, he foresees his future and thus provides for it. If our best future lies 

in heaven, then we all must take an active interest in our future. 

But when should our interest in the future begin? When we become old and sickly? Ab-

solutely not, our future begins now. Our future is purchased by our present. In today, we 

already see tomorrow. The prophet Amos looked at the future of his people and began 

denouncing and protesting against the values of his present generation.  Amos believed 

that unless his people took drastic steps or action against these false practices, there 

was no future security for them. Yes, our eternal destiny is a future gift but it is also a 

present reality. We should never forget that the only way we can predict our future is to 

use and exercise our power in the present time in order to shape that future. 

But how can we shape our future now, in the present?  Jesus gives us some guidance 

regarding how we should shape our future. We are warned not to amass wealth and 

money. Most of our experience will tell us that money comes and goes. Jesus is sug-

gesting to us that we use our money wisely. One way of using our money wisely is to 

give to the poor. In fact, those who receive our money become friends now and in heav-

en. 
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The second guideline that Jesus makes on how to shape our future is the one who can 

be trusted in little things can be trusted in great. (Lk16:10). By doing little things well, we 

can make our life great, as the responsible use of little things on this earth will deter-

mine our reward in heaven. Similarly, when we neglect little deeds of kindness, little 

words of love or little words of forgiveness, we are also neglecting our duty to shape our 

future which is a kingdom of love, unity and peace. 

As Saint Mother Teresa of Calcutta put it, we can’t all do great things, but we can all do 

small things with great love. Our vocation here on earth, and our best way of assuring 

our future in heaven, as well as living in the kingdom of God here and now, is to live 

those words – to do all things with great love. Or as Sir Winston Churchill said, “We 

make a living by what we get; we make a life by what we give away.” 

By Susai Jesu, OMI 

Commemorative 

postcards available 

for $5.00 per set. 

Please call the of-

fice at 780-422-

3052. 

For fundraising 

one mug is $20 

and two mugs of 

$30. T-shirts are 

$20 each. 
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Sacred Heart Church of the First Peoples would like to thank Sis-

ter Mariángel for all here work with our community. She has been 

activity with the Justice and Peace committee and has contributed 

our weekly prayers for Truth and Reconciliation and the Murdered 

and Missing Indigenous Women. She is heading to Europe to work 

with the international chapter of her order.  

We wish you success in your future endeavours. 

TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION     
COMMISSION 

Call to Action nº 30: We call upon fed-
eral, provincial, and territorial govern-
ments to commit to eliminating the 
overrepresentation of Aboriginal people 
in custody over the next decade, and to 
issue detailed annual reports that moni-
tor and evaluate progress in doing so.”  

• We pray for the commitment of all 
levels of government in the elimi-
nation of overrepresentation of 
Aboriginal people in custody . 

MISSING AND MURDERED IN-
DIGENOUS WOMEN AND GIRLS  

Call for Justice nº 5.4 ii: There must 
be civilian oversight bodies with juris-
diction to audit Indigenous police ser-
vices and to investigate claims of po-
lice misconduct, including incidents of 
rape and other sexual assaults, within 
those services. These oversight bodies 
must report publicly at least annually .  

• We pray for the implementation of 
civilian oversight bodies with ju-
risdiction to audit Indigenous po-
lice services and to investigate 
claims of police misconduct, in-
cluding incidents of rape and oth-
er sexual assaults, within those 
services .  
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FROG LAKE FIRST NATION—MEDICINE AND 

KNOWLEDGE 

August 12th, 2022—I am grateful to Elder Fernie Marty for taking us out to Frog Lake 

First Nation for Medicine picking and teachings. We spent the day hosted by Ricky 

Marty, a spiritual Oskâpêwis (helper) and his family. Giving thanks to our Creator and 

acknowledging these gifts with our thoughts and intentions, we offered tobacco, picked 

enough sweetgrass and sage to last a whole year. 

Two very interesting highlights: 

1. Taking a student: for extra credit, a very tall, very white, very big student of Bev 

Facey CHS joined us. The full day was a total of 14 hours long. He participated in 

every aspect of the journey. I was often asked throughout 

the day if I was sure that he was only 16 years old. 

2. Returning to Chief Big Bear’s encampment, “Smoking 

Hills”. Since the last time we were there, a Peace Pipe 

monument was dedicated on this site. We even saw bear 

tracks in the med. I continue to be amazed at how the 

land will hold the history until the story can be told cor-

rectly. 

By Candida Shepard 

CWL NEWS 
After our summer recess, SHCFP CWL resumed meeting on 

Saturday, September 10, 2022 and welcomed two new mem-

bers : Anna and Luisa. We are a small friendly group welcoming 

all women 16 years of age and over to join us in our quest to 

grow in faith, and to witness to the love of God through ministry and service. At the 

upcoming diocesan meeting to be held on Saturday , September 17, 2022 at St 

Thomas More,  Candida Shepherd will be speaking on the Truth and Reconciliation 

Council.  SHCFP CWL members will be bringing fundraising items ( Papal Visit 

shirts, orange shirts, postcards, mugs, etc) to the diocesan meeting.  Our next meet-

ing will take place on Saturday, October 15, 2022 at SHCFP rectory. 

Written by Judith Frank 
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Sacramental Preparation at Sacred Heart 

Please contact Fr. Mark through the office, 780-422-

3052 to set up time for youth and adult preparation of 

First Communion, First Reconciliation and Confirma-

tion. Parents or guardians must accompany children for 

the classes. Candidates can receive their first com-

munion and confirmation at a Sunday Mass of their 

choice.  Contact Fr. Mark through the office, 780-422-

3052. 

BAPTISM PREPARATION 

The next Baptism Preparation Class will be on 

Wednesday October 12, 2022 at 6: pm in the Parish 

Boardroom. Please register by calling the office at 780-

422-3052. 

But if anyone has 

the world's goods 

and sees his brother 

in need, yet closes 

his heart against 

him, how does 

God's love abide in 

him? Little children, 

let us not love in 

word or talk but in 

deed and in truth.  

1 John 3.17-18 

On the First Sundays of the 

month food will be collected 

at Masses. This food is giv-

en to the needy who come 

to our door. Many other par-

ishes have been doing this 

and they give to us. As we 
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STAR OF THE NORTH RETREAT CENTRE,  

www.starofthenorth.ca, 780-459-5511  

Steve Bell in Concert — Songwriter, storyteller, and trouba-

dour for our time returns to perform at St. Albert Catholic Par-

ish Church on September 23. Over the course of a 30 year 

solo career, Steve has been sharing a message of love, hope and faith 

through songs, stories, and writings. Limited concert tickets now on sale 

at starofthenorth.ca/steve-bell for $21.00. 

Steve Bell performs in connection with the Aurora Living spiritual formation 

program at Star of the North. As part of the opening retreat weekend of our 

fall module entitled Psalms: Singing Both Joy & Lament, Steve will be lead-

ing an all-day retreat on Saturday, September 24th. To find out how to join 

Aurora Living, please visit starofthenorth.ca/psalms 

Bridges to Contemplative Living: Discovering the Hidden Ground of 

Love – Join this 9-week contemplative dialogue group facilitated by Anita 

Allsopp as they engage the teaching and practice of Thomas Merton toward 

spiritual transformation. Starting Wednesday, September 21 from 1:00-3:00 

pm. Cost: $180 www.starofthenorth.ca/bridges 

Reconciliation Through Justice Series: Housing – An apology only 

takes on meaning when there is action. Join guests Carola Cunningham 

and Fred Gloade as we continue together on the road of reconciliation. 

Thursday, September 29 from 7:00 to 8:30 pm. Registration by dona-

tion. www.starofthenorth.ca/reconciliation 

http://www.starofthenorth.ca/
http://www.starofthenorth.ca/steve-bell
https://www.starofthenorth.ca/psalms
http://www.starofthenorth.ca/bridges
http://www.starofthenorth.ca/reconciliation
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BUILDING FUND UPDATE 

 

 

Donors for this Week 

H. Wynters 

Knights of Columbus 

7061 

St. Thomas Aquinas 

School 

Phuong Nguyen 

Thank you to Star Catholic School 

Division for your donation to our building 

fund. 

Thank you Kelly and Cheryl for donat-

ing all your bottles and cans to our build-

ing fund. 
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Colin Levangie, MPC, MA  

Colin has been working in a pastoral, caring way for most of his 

adult life.  He is a proud Metis, Mi’ Kmaq from Nova Scotia.  For 

the past eleven years Colin has been very involved in the com-

munity of Sacred Heart, Church of the First Peoples.  He has al-

so headed the “Healing and Wellness Program for First Nations”, 

sponsored by the Redemptorist Centre for Growth.  

The program includes free counselling for clients who normally 
could not afford the costs; workshops for workers and their fami-
lies involved in services to the homeless and addicted, work-
shops for groups interested in dealing with the painful conse-

quences of the Residential School experience, the 60’s Scoop, Murdered and Missing 
Indigenous Women, and issues of the contemporary urban native population. 
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SHCFP TCR Counselling Program Ad 

Sacred Heart Church of the First Peoples 

Healing and Wellness Program 

Reclaiming Past Losses 

SHCFP, in its commitment to the TRC recommendations, is launching a “Health and 

Wellness Program – Reclaiming Past Losses”  

Program Goal  

To deliver a healing and wellness program for First Nations, Métis, Inuit and non-

Indigenous participants that includes counselling opportunities, workshops and healing 

circles based on Western and Indigenous wisdom and practices.  

Program Objectives 

 Promote the TRC “Calls to Action” in matters dealing with mental health. 

 Provide a workshop process that respects and integrates aspects of native culture, 

customs, ceremonies and spirituality. 

 Include the teachings of the Medicine Wheel as it applies to the balance between 

body, mind, emotions and spirit in the healing process. 

 Provide a counselling process in which individuals and families address past losses, 

traumas, and mental health issues. 

 Address the psychological issues related to Residential Schools, Murdered and Miss-

ing Women, Sixties Scoop, and RS unmarked graves. 

Program includes 

 Workshops addressing mental health and psychological issues.  

 Grief Groups to deal with the loss of a loved one 

 Individual, family and group counselling opportunities 

 Spiritual Direction sessions  

2022/2023 Program 

Beginning this fall, three evening workshop sessions will be held during the month of 

November 

After Christmas three all day workshops will be held lasting for three to four days. Topics 

to be announced. 

If you are interested or know family and friends who may be interested in partici-

pating in the SHCFP Healing and Wellness Program, informative posters 

are now available.  
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Sacred Heart Church of the First Peoples 

 
Sacred Heart Parish is offering a three evening workshop on understanding the tremen-

dous power of the unconscious brain. It is sponsored by the Healing and Wellness Pro-

gram of the Parish. 

 

Embracing your Unconscious Brain 
- negative and positive influences - 

 

During three evening workshops we will: 

 Explore the complex realm of your unconscious brain. 

 Uncover the negative influence of your unconscious brain in daily living. 

 Untap the treasury of your potential as you deal with repressed emotions, attitudes, 

talents and character traits. 

 Acquire and develop strategies to embrace the potential of your unconscious brain. 

 Overcome the personal damage done in your growing years, and enhance your per-

sonal giftedness and your ability to develop these gifts. 

Take this opportunity to heal and grow – your human development is in your 

hands! 

 

Place: Sacred Heart Parish, Kateri Hall 

            10821 – 96 Street 

Dates: November 9, 16 & 23 

Time: 6:30 pm to 9:30 pm 

Participants: Maximum of 20, first come first serve 

Sessions are free 

Registration/Inquiries: Colin Levangie 

clevangie@telus.net 

Phone: 780 953-3948 

 
These three workshops will help to welcome and embrace your unloved side and, 

as a result, deepen and grow your relationship with yourself and others. 

about:blank
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READINGS FOR THE 24th SUNDAY OF ORIDINARY TIMES  

FIRST READING 

A reading from the Prophet Amos (Amos 8.4-7) 

Hear this, you that trample on the needy, and bring to ruin the poor of the land, say-

ing, “When will the new moon be over so that we may sell grain; and the Sabbath, so 

that we may offer wheat for sale? We will measure out less and charge more, and 

tamper with the scales, buying the poor for silver and the needy for a pair of sandals, 

and selling the sweepings of the wheat.” 

The Lord has sworn by the pride of Jacob: “Surely I will never forget any of their 

deeds.”     

Thanks be to God. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Psalm 113) 

Response: Praise the Lord who lifts up the needy. 

Praise, O servants of the Lord; praise the name of the Lord. Blessed be the name of 

the Lord from this time on and forevermore. R. 

The Lord is high above all nations, and his glory above the heavens. Who is like the 

Lord our God, who is seated on high, who looks far down on the heavens and the 

earth? R. 

The Lord raises the poor from the dust, and lifts the needy from the ash heap, to 

make them sit with princes, with the princes of his people. R. .   

SECOND READING 

A reading from the first letter to Timothy (1 Timothy 2.1-7) 

Beloved: I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made 

for everyone, for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a quiet 

and peaceable life in all godliness and dignity. This is right and is acceptable in the 

sight of God our Saviour, who desires everyone to be saved and to come to the 

knowledge of the truth. 

For there is one God; there is also one mediator between God and the human race, 

the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself a ransom for all; this was attested at the right 

time. 

For this I was appointed a herald and an apostle, a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and 

truth. I am telling the truth, I am not lying.    

Thanks be to God  
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia. Alleluia. 

Though Jesus Christ was rich, yet he became poor, so that by his poverty you might 

become rich. 

Alleluia. 

GOSPEL READING 

A reading from the Gospel according to Luke (Luke 16.10-13) 

“Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and whoever is dishonest in 

a very little is dishonest also in much. If then you have not been faithful with the dis-

honest wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? And if you have not been faithful 

with what belongs to another, who will give you what is your own? 

“No slave can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the oth-

er, or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.”  

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
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SACRED HEART CHURCH OF THE FIRST PEOPLES 

 
P: 780.422.3052 F: 780.423.0176 E: sacredheart.firstpeoples@caedm.ca 

Facebook: Sacred Heart Church of the First Peoples-Catholic Church 

Sacred Heart Church of the First Peoples 

Please make cheques payable to: 

Sacred Heart Church of the First Peoples (Rebuild) 

10821 96 Street NW, Edmonton, AB T5H 2J8 

To e-Transfer to Sacred Heart please send email to 

rebuildsacredheart@caedm.ca 

To donate with a credit card use this link from the CanadaHelps  
non-profit charity: https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/64181 

Receipts for income tax will be issued by Sacred Heart Church of 
the First Peoples in the first week of February for donations made 
by cheque and e-Transfer. For credit card donations, receipts will 
be issued by CanadaHelps by e-mail upon donation. 

Name: (please print) 

_______________________________________________________ 

Address: _______________________________________________ 

City: ________________________ Province: _________________ 

Postal Code: _________________ Phone: _____:_____:________ 

E-mail: ________________________________________________ 

 

mailto:sacredheart.firstpeoples@caedm.ca
mailto:t.firstpeoples@caedm.ca
mailto:rebuildsacredheart@caedm.ca

