
 1 

September 10, 2022 

 

SACRED HEART CHURCH OF 
THE FIRST PEOPLES 

 
P: 780.422.3052 F: 780.423.0176 E: sacredheart.firstpeoples@caedm.ca 

Facebook: Sacred Heart Church of the First Peoples-Catholic Church 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

• Homily 

• Ron Rolheiser 

• Vocations 

• TRC Prayers 

• Building Fund 

• Pilgrimage events 

• Readings 

 

 

God of power and 

justice, like Jeremi-

ah you weep over 

those who wander 

from you, turn aside 

to other gods, and 

enter into chaos 

and destruction. By 

your tears and 

through your mercy, 

teach us your ways 

and write them on 

our hearts so that 

we may follow faith-

fully the path you 

show us. Amen. 

NOCIHTOPISIM (MOOSE MATING MOON) 

MONTH OF SEPTEMBER 

REFLECTIONS 

 As sheep that strayed we are brought back by the Shepherd; as 

the silver coin that wa lost, we are found; and as the repentant 

son, we are restored to the father. Each parable ends with a refer-

ence God’s joy, the joy in heaven and the joy of the angels. The 

banquet with dancing and music suggests the joy of the final mes-

sianic banquet, which is itself anticipated in the Eucharist. 

WEEKLY SUNDAY COLLECTION  

From Sunday September 4
th
 to September 10

th
 

$2418.92, food bank $70.00, Funeral Donation $450.00.  

PARISH TEAM  

Fr. Susai Jesu, OMI  

Fr. Mark Blom, OMI  

Deacon Paul Tam 

mailto:sacredheart.firstpeoples@caedm.ca
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 SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIMES—C 

A Study of Contrasts 

(Exodus 32:7-11, 13-14; Psalm 51; 1 Timothy 1:12-117; Luke 15:1-32) 

“The tax collectors and sinners were all seeking the company of Jesus to hear what he 
had to say.” 

This striking phrase describing the actions of the tax collectors and sinners opens a 
Gospel account that takes us on a journey into the heart of God by means of some very 
interesting contrasts. In so doing, we learn more of who our God is, and how we are to 
be more like God ourselves, as well as how we are to be before God. We are to be mer-
ciful and forgiving like God (the theme of Pope Francis’ extraordinary Holy Year of Mer-
cy), and truly repentant before God.  

First we see two very different groups in the Gospel: One group is the tax collectors and 
sinners; the other is the scribes and the Pharisees. 

Second, we see two very different activities or approaches to Jesus: The tax collectors 
and sinners are seeking his company to hear what he had to say, while the scribes and 
Pharisees were complaining that he ate with tax collectors and sinners. 

There are also two perfect numbers involved in this story; 100 sheep and 10 drachmas. 
These two numbers indicate that God has in mind a kind of perfection, an ideal state for 
the world, that all would be in his flock and in his reign, and that even one person miss-
ing from that scenario leaves it incomplete in a way that the Father finds inacceptable 
and will go to great lengths to rectify. As such, there is more rejoicing in heaven over 
one repentant sinner than over the 99 who think they have no need of forgiveness or re-
pentance.  

We are also given three images of God in this gospel. First, God is portrayed as a good 
and caring shepherd who will leave the 99 to go out and search for the one lost sheep. 
Second, God is portrayed as a woman who turns her whole house upside down to find a 
lost drachma. Finally, we see a powerful image of God as a loving Father who is able to 
forgive his errant son even before he leaves home, waits for him to repent and return, 
runs to greet and hug him when he does so, and then restores him to his former state of 
son-ship and celebrates his return with great joy. We see that same father patiently 
pleading with the elder son to also forgive his brother and enter into the celebration. All 
three images of God include a God who celebrates, who rejoices over a successful 
search for the lost and the return of a repentant sinner.  

This story also reveals two “states of being” towards God. The first is the sinner or 
younger son who harms a relationship through sinful actions and dissolute living. The 
other is the sinful state of the elder who has not sinned like the younger son, but is full of 
anger, resentment, envy, and un-forgiveness. His is actually the worst state as he does 
not even see the sinfulness of his attitude, and how that attitude precludes him from re-
ceiving the father’s forgiveness and excludes him from the celebration.  
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We then learn an important lesson. What truly delights and reaches the heart of the fa-
ther is repentance. Repentance is a deep willingness to let go of some sinful activity, 
and return to doing the will of the Father in one’s life. It is a profound movement of the 
mind, spirit and body of each person.  

It is interesting that in the first reading, the people are like the prodigal son – they sin by 
their idolatry and infidelity, arousing God’s anger and putting Moses into the role of inter-
mediary for the people. In this case, God changes God’s mind and does not punish the 
people. This is an early revelation that God is not one who wants to punish, but rather 
wants to forgive and restore relationships.  

Saint Paul, in the second reading, touches on the two-fold mission of Jesus: to redeem 
and to sanctify; to forgive and to heal. On the road to Damascus, Paul’s encounter with 
Jesus was an experience of that two-fold mission of Jesus. In that dramatic encounter, 
Paul experienced the forgiveness of Jesus, and through the prayer of Aeneas, Paul re-
ceived the healing of Jesus that transformed him from a persecutor of the early church 
to an evangelist proclaiming the Good News of Jesus Christ to especially the Gentile 
world at that time.  

Bob was a long-time member of Alcoholics Anonymous. He met with his sponsor one 
day to discuss a problem he was having with outbursts of anger and bad temper. That 
puzzled him because he was being faithful to attending meetings and was trying to work 
the steps. He was very concerned about this situation because one particular outburst 
of anger towards his daughter led her to not speak to him for years, and when she had 
to, she addressed him by his first name, implying that he was no longer his daughter, 
which was very painful to him. In the discussion with his sponsor, it surfaced that he had 
never really forgiven his father who was abusive towards him. They had been more or 
less reconciled before his father died, but he had never really shared his feelings of hurt 
with his dad. That situation, he now learned, was unfinished business for him, so he re-
solved to write his deceased father a letter, pouring all the emotions that he had never 
shared with his father into that letter, and reading it out loud to someone representing 
his father.  

That experience was a break-through for Bob with his father. It was a moment of deep 
intimacy with his father, and an experience of forgiving his father at a deeper level than 
ever before. This experience empowered him to contact his daughter, listen to her pain, 
and apologize to her as he never had before, and he was able to heal that relationship 
as well. All of this was a process of repentance for him, flowing from a desire to heal the 
relationships in his life, for which he is truly grateful to this day.  

The Eucharist that we celebrate today is an encounter with our truly loving and merciful 
Father and God. We are forgiven and healed, and sent out to spread the Good news of 
God’s forgiveness and healing. 

In this celebration of the Eucharist, then, we learn more of who our God is, and how we 
are to be more like God ourselves, as well as how we are to be before God. We are to 
be merciful and forgiving like God, and truly repentant before God. May it be so, Amen.  
Archbishop Emeritus Sylvain Lavoie, OMI 
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THE SCENT OF HUMILITY 

The word humility takes its root in the Latin word, humus, meaning soil, ground, and 

earth. 

If one goes with this definition, then the most humble person you know is the most-

earthy and most-grounded person you know. To be humble is to have one’s feet firmly 

planted on the ground, to be in touch with the earth, and to carry the smell of the earth. 

Further still, to be humble is to take one’s rightful place as a piece of the earth and not 

as someone or something separate from it. 

The renowned mystic and scientist, Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, expressed this some-

times in his prayers. During the years when he worked for long stretches as a paleon-

tologist in the isolated deserts of China, he would sometimes compose prayers to God 

in a form he called, A Mass for the World. Speaking to God, as a priest, he would iden-

tify his voice with that of the earth itself, as that place within physical creation where 

the earth itself, the soil of the earth, 

could open itself and speak to God. 

As a priest, he didn’t speak for the 

earth; he spoke as the earth, giving it 

voice. 

Humility should never be confused, 

as it often is, with a wounded self-

image, with an excessive reticence, 

with timidity and fear, or with an over-

ly sensitive self-awareness. Too com-

mon is the notion that a humble per-

son is one who is self-effacing to a 

fault, who deflects praise (even when 

it’s deserved), who is too shy to trust 

opening himself or herself in intimacy, 

or who is so fearful or self-conscious 

and worried about being shamed so as to never step forward and offer his or her gifts 

to the community. These can make for a gentle and self-effacing person, but because 

we are denigrating ourselves when to deny our own giftedness, our humility is false, 

and deep-down we know it, and so this often makes for someone who nurses some 

not-so-hidden angers and is prone to being passive aggressive. 

The most humble person you know is the person who’s the most-grounded, that is, the 

person who knows she’s not the center of the earth but also knows that she isn’t a sec-

ond-rate piece of dirt either. That person will give off a scent that carries both the fra-

grance of paradise (of divine gift) as well as the smell of the earth.  

By Ron Rolheiser, OMI 
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THE SHINY PENNY 

This week’s readings having me thinking about distractions, the preverbal shiny penny. 
How easily we can all be distracted away from God. There are so many things that can 
grab our attention and lead us on a path away from where we are headed. As human 
beings, this is something we will always have to deal with; and so, we need each other 
to practice the discipline needed to stay the course.  

In the first reading in Exodus, we hear that God is angry with His people as they have 
become distracted by bounty and beautiful things. Here we have a community that had 
been enslaved for generations and has now achieved freedom; and this has not been 
an easy journey. Can we really blame them for wanting to enjoy the abundance that 
they have finally acquired? No, I don’t think we can. Yet, the celebration of having, has 
become a distraction. They have forgotten how to treat each other, how to treat them-
selves, and how to love God. Having nice things is not a sin; however, if we aren’t using 
our blessings, whether material or otherwise to benefit the community on our path to 
God, this is a failing on our part, as we aren’t really a community at all. 

In Timothy, we have a beautiful story about mercy. Here, we read about how easy it 
could be to write off Timothy. We can be distracted by his transgressions instead of fo-
cusing on the mercy he has been shown by Jesus. Because of his faults and the for-
giveness he has received, he is now able to share mercy and the gospel message with 
others.  

In Luke’s gospel account we hear three very well-known parables. The shepherd look-
ing for one lost sheep, the woman looking for one lost coin, and a father reuniting with 
one of his sons. These stories seem counterintuitive on the surface; it feels like we are 
being distracted by a minority, when taking care of the majority should really be enough. 
However, if even one of us in the Body of Christ is missing or hurting, shouldn’t that be 
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the priority? We can become distracted by the fact that “most” of us are happy, we can 
be distracted by jealousy when the father celebrates the son we perceive to have done 
wrong. We can be distracted by thinking that our ideas are more right than those of oth-
ers in the community.  

It takes all of us, working together in community to make sure that we stay focused on 
the end goal. We need to be there to help each other when we get distracted by things 
that may often not even seem wrong on the surface. The message of Jesus is about 
contradictions. Things that seem good can be bad, our righteous ideas can cause pain, 
and our strengths can be our weaknesses. Yet, if we aren’t in community, how will we 
ever know? If we don’t have others to help us remain focused on our love of Christ, how 
will we avoid the shiny penny? And if we aren’t in it together, can we really reach eternal 
life?  

By Serena Shaw, Oblate Associate 

Commemorative postcards available for $5.00 per set. 

Please call the office at 780-422-3052. 



 8 

September 10, 2022 

MISSING AND MURDERED INDIGE-

NOUS WOMEN AND GIRLS REPORT 

Call for Justice nº 1.8: We call upon all 
governments to create specific and long-
term funding, available to Indigenous 
communities and organizations, to cre-
ate, deliver, and disseminate prevention 
programs, education, and awareness 
campaigns designed for Indigenous com-
munities and families related to violence 
prevention and combatting lateral vio-
lence. Core and sustainable funding, as 
opposed to program funding, must be 
provided to national and regional Indige-
nous women’s and 2SLGBTQQIA peo-
ple’s organizations. 

• We pray for the creation of dis-

seminate prevention programs, 

education, and awareness cam-

paigns designed for Indigenous 

communities and families related 

to violence prevention and com-

batting lateral violence. 

TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION   
COMMISSION 

Call to Action nº 8: “We call upon the 

federal government to eliminate the dis-

crepancy in federal education funding for 

First Nations children being educated on 

reserves and those First Nations children 

being educated off reserves.”  

• We pray for the elimination of dis-

crepancies in federal education 

funding for First Nations children 

on reserves and those First Na-

tions children off reserves, in or-

der that all can have the same op-

portunities .  

Give us one heart and one mind to walk to-

gether in the love and strength of your Spirit, 

in truth, reconciliation , and peace. We ask 

this through Jesus Christ, your Son, our 

Brother, our Lord, and our hope. Amen. 



 9 

September 10, 2022 

Sacred Heart Church of the First 

Peoples would like to thank Sister 

Mariángel for all her work with our 

community. She has been actively 

participating with the Justice and 

Peace committee and has contribut-

ed to our weekly prayers for Truth 

and Reconciliation and the Murdered 

and Missing Indigenous Women. 

She is heading to Europe to work 

with the international chapter of her 

order.  

We wish you success in your fu-

ture endeavours. 

Thank you Sister Mariangel 

Father Mark loves the gold chair. ;) 

 

 

Thank you to the Providence Sisters for 

the Chinese food. 



 10 

September 10, 2022 

A STEPPING STONE TO RECONCILIATION—MY 

ENCOUNTER WITH THE POPE 

This summer, I had the opportunity to welcome Pope Francis to our little church in 

downtown Edmonton. The Pope’s visit to Canada was significant. Visiting indigenous 

people on our land was a step in the right direction. This was a fulfillment of the TRC 

Call to Action #58. He came on a “penitential pilgrimage” to encounter, to listen, to apol-

ogize. 

I was grateful to be in the presence of my Elders over the last few months as we pre-

pared for this visit. I was honored to be in the presence of my Elders as they spoke to 

and received his apology. 

The importance of this encounter can be summed up in the words of one of our surviv-

ing knowledge holders…”Through our healing we do everything we can especially with 

those who are still struggling, for me the Pope equals healing.” - Palegie Neron 

The following is an excerpt of my welcoming speech to Pope Francis” 

“Sacred Heart Church of the First Peoples embodies what we refer to as “Reconcili-

ACTION,” where we embrace the findings of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission 

of Canada with action, to live as disciples of Christ to serve those who suffer. We be-

lieve with absolute conviction that Every Child matters. And that every woman and girl is 

sacred. The presence of our Holy Father here today, who Himself has championed the 

global rights of children and celebrated the importance of family, is an acknowledgement 

of our belief that every child has the right to have parents and grandparents in their life, 

the right to celebrate their culture, whether Indigenous or other, and that every child is 

entitled to his or her own voice. Our 

church is a place where the survivors of 

residential school trauma can come with 

their families and gather as an inclusive 

community. We embrace the recommen-

dations of the Truth and Reconciliation 

Commission. Our church is a place where 

we will continue to preserve and revitalize 

Indigenous languages, arts, and music –

instilling pride in our future generations.” 

By Candida Shepard 
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Sacramental Preparation at 

Sacred Heart 

Please contact Fr. Mark through the of-

fice, 780-422-3052 to set up time for 

youth and adult preparation of First Com-

munion, First Reconciliation and Confir-

mation. Parents or guardians must ac-

company children for the classes. Candi-

dates can receive their first communion 

and confirmation at 

a Sunday Mass of 

their choice.  Con-

tact Fr. Mark 

through the office, 

780-422-3052. 

 

Once again OUR PANTRY shelves are 

bare. We are collecting food on the first 

Sunday of the month. Please drop off at 

the church during mass or at the rectory 

Monday to Friday from 9 am to 5 pm. 

This food is given to the needy who 

come to our door. As we make this a 

practice, our Sunday Eucharistic be-

comes more complete.  

BAPTISM PREPARATION 

The next Baptism Preparation Class will 

be on Wednesday September 14, 2022 

at 6: pm in the Parish Boardroom. Please 

register by calling the office at 780-422-

3052. 

BAPTISM  

Soliana Gebresion 

Amanuel Simon 

 

DEATH  

Denim Wayne Sowan 

Anthony J.M. Belcourt 

Mary Natalia Hassan 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Daily Masses from Monday to Saturday at 

9 am (Live Stream) 

All Sundays at 10:00 am, 11:30 am 

(Indigenous Mass) Sacred Heart Gymna-

sium 

4:00 pm (Eritrean Mass) and  

7:00 pm at Santa Maria Goretti Catholic 

Church 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy at 3pm, Mon-

day—Friday (Livestreamed) 

Holy Rosary and Adoration on Fridays at 7 

pm (Live Streaming from our Facebook) 
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A special thank you to St. Thomas 

Moore Parish (Knights of Columbus) 

for your donation of sandwiches. This 

helps us to minister to the help who 

need our help in our community. 

 

And they were off to Canmore for 

a bit of R and R. 

Good thing the weather was good. 

Thank you for your service. 

For the happy repose of HM The Queen 

Almighty God, 

You are the author and sustainer of all human life;  

grant that your servant, Elizabeth our Queen,  

whom you granted a long and happy reign as Monarch of these lands 

may be forgiven her sins and rewarded with that eternal life  

promised to all those born again 

in the water of baptism and power of your Spirit. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, you Son, 

Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit  

God, forever and ever, 

Amen. 
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STAR OF THE NORTH RETREAT CENTRE,  

www.starofthenorth.ca, 780-459-5511  

Steve Bell in Concert — Songwriter, storyteller, and troubadour for 

our time returns to perform at St. Albert Catholic Parish Church on 

September 23. Over the course of a 30 year solo career, Steve has 

been sharing a message of love, hope and faith through songs, sto-

ries, and writings. Limited concert tickets now on sale at starofthenorth.ca/steve-

bell for $21.00. 

Steve Bell performs in connection with the Aurora Living spiritual formation program at 

Star of the North. As part of the opening retreat weekend of our fall module enti-

tled Psalms: Singing Both Joy & Lament, Steve will be leading an all-day retreat on 

Saturday, September 24th. To find out how to join Aurora Living, please vis-

it starofthenorth.ca/psalms 

Bridges to Contemplative Living: Discovering the Hidden Ground of Love – Join 

this 9-week contemplative dialogue group facilitated by Anita Allsopp as they engage 

the teaching and practice of Thomas Merton toward spiritual transformation. Starting 

Wednesday, September 21 from 1:00-3:00 pm. Cost: $180 www.starofthenorth.ca/

bridges 

Reconciliation Through Justice Series: Housing – An apology only takes on mean-

ing when there is action. Join guests Carola Cunningham and Fred Gloade as we con-

tinue together on the road of reconciliation. Thursday, September 29 from 7:00 to 8:30 

pm. Registration by donation. www.starofthenorth.ca/reconciliation 

Ways of the Heart: Reimagining Compassion Women’s Retreat – What does a 

healthy practicing of compassion—and self-compassion—look like? Join presenters 

Sandra Prather and Glenda Sartore for a powerful weekend of teaching, reflection and 

celebration. October 14-16, 2002. Cost: Online $165 / Commuter $255 / Live-In 

$395 www.starofthenorth.ca/compassion 

For fundraising 

one mug is $20 

and two mugs of 

$30. T-shirts are 

$20 each. 

http://www.starofthenorth.ca/
http://www.starofthenorth.ca/steve-bell
http://www.starofthenorth.ca/steve-bell
https://www.starofthenorth.ca/psalms
http://www.starofthenorth.ca/bridges
http://www.starofthenorth.ca/bridges
http://www.starofthenorth.ca/reconciliation
http://www.starofthenorth.ca/compassion
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BUILDING FUND UPDATE 

Please note the fund raising goal has changed to $1.5M as sug-

gested by the SHARP Committee. 
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READINGS FOR THE 24th SUNDAY OF ORIDINARY TIMES  

FIRST READING 

A reading from the Book of Exodus (Exodus 32.7-11, 13-14) 

The Lord said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up out of 

the land of Egypt, have acted perversely; they have been quick to turn aside from the 

way that I commanded them; they have cast for themselves an image of a calf, and 

have worshipped it and sacrificed to it, and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who 

brought you up out of the land of Egypt!’” 

The Lord said to Moses, “I have seen this people, how stiff-necked they are. Now let 

me alone, so that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them; and 

of you I will make a great nation.” 

But Moses implored the Lord his God, and said, “O Lord, why does your wrath burn 

hot against your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with great power 

and with a mighty hand? Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how 

you swore to them by your own self, saying to them, ‘I will multiply your descendants 

like the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have promised I will give to your de-

scendants, and they shall inherit it forever.’” 

And the Lord changed his mind about the disaster that he planned to bring on his peo-

ple.    

Thanks be to God. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Psalm 51) 

Response: I will get up and go to my Father. 

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your abun-

dant mercy blot out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and 

cleanse me from my sin. R. 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me. Do not 

cast me away from your presence, and do not take your holy spirit from me. R. 

O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise. The sacrifice acceptable 

to God is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. R.   

SECOND READING 

A reading from the first letter to Timothy (1 Timothy 1.12-17) 

Beloved: I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because 

he judged me faithful and appointed me to his service, even though I was formerly a 

blasphemer, a persecutor, and a man of violence. 

But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, and the grace of our 
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Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 

The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world 

to save sinners — of whom I am the foremost. 

But for that very reason I received mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ 

might display the utmost patience, making me an example to those who would come 

to believe in him for eternal life. 

To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honour and glory forever 

and ever. Amen.   

Thanks be to God  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia. Alleluia. 

In Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, and entrusting the message of rec-

onciliation to us. 

Alleluia. 

GOSPEL READING 

A reading from the Gospel according to Luke (Luke 15.1-32) 

All the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to Jesus. And the Phari-

sees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and 

eats with them.” 

So he told them a parable: “Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one 

of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is 

lost until he finds it? When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. 

And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbours, saying to 

them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.’ Just so, I tell you, 

there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine 

righteous persons who need no repentance. 

“Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a 

lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? When she has found it, 

she calls together her friends and neighbours, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have 

found the coin that I had lost.’ Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the An-

gels of God over one sinner who repents.”  
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SACRED HEART CHURCH OF THE FIRST PEOPLES 

 
P: 780.422.3052 F: 780.423.0176 E: sacredheart.firstpeoples@caedm.ca 

Facebook: Sacred Heart Church of the First Peoples-Catholic Church 

Sacred Heart Church of the First Peoples 

Please make cheques payable to: 

Sacred Heart Church of the First Peoples (Rebuild) 

10821 96 Street NW, Edmonton, AB T5H 2J8 

To e-Transfer to Sacred Heart please send email to 

rebuildsacredheart@caedm.ca 

To donate with a credit card use this link from the CanadaHelps  non-profit chari-
ty: https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/64181 

Receipts for income tax will be issued by Sacred Heart Church of the First Peo-
ples in the first week of February for donations made by cheque and e-Transfer. 
For credit card donations, receipts will be issued by CanadaHelps by e-mail upon 
donation. 

Name: (please print) 

_______________________________________________________ 

Address: _______________________________________________ 

City: ________________________ Province: _________________ 

Postal Code: _________________ Phone: _____:_____:________ 

E-mail: ________________________________________________ 
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