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God of power and 

justice, like Jeremiah 

you weep over those 

who wander from 

you, turn aside to oth-

er gods, and enter 

into chaos and de-

struction. By your 

tears and through 

your mercy, teach us 

your ways and write 

them on our hearts 

so that we may follow 

faithfully the path you 

show us. Amen. 

OHPAHOPISIM (FLYING MOON) 

MONTH OF AUGUST 

REFLECTIONS 

 Jesus is questioned  about the number of people saved. He gives 

no direct answer, but turns the focus from curiosity about the salva-

tion of others to concern about one’s own future. Salvation is not 

promised exclusively to one group rather than another. It will be sur-

prising to see who is saved and who is not. Insiders will be kept out-

sider and outsiders will be brought in; Jews will be barred from the 

messianic banquet while Gentiles will feast at it. 

WEEKLY SUNDAY COLLECTION  

From Sunday August 14
th
 to August 20

th
 $ 1623.00    , Re-

cyclable cans and bottles $ 182.00 , Church donations $ 

938.00 and Building Fund $ 1178.00 

PARISH TEAM  

Fr. Susai Jesu, OMI  

Fr. Mark Blom, OMI  

Deacon Paul Tam 

mailto:sacredheart.firstpeoples@caedm.ca
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21
st

 SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIMES—C 

Living in the Kingdom 

(Isaiah 66:18-21; Psalm 117; Hebrews 12:5-7, 11-13; Luke 13:22-30) 

A nervous reader one Sunday ended her reading with the words, “This is the end of the 

world,” to which the congregation dutifully replied, “Thanks be to God.” 

“Lord, will only a few be saved?” is a question posed to Jesus in the gospel. What do 

you think is the answer to that question? 

Actually, that is a question that need not even be asked. We are not meant to be fret-

ting about getting into heaven. All we have to do is learn to live in the Kingdom of God 

here and now. 

The concern expressed in the Gospel about how many will be saved caused anxiety 

for many people at the time of Jesus. Jesus turned the question around to how to be 

saved, by entering the narrow gate.  

The wide way looks attractive, more fun, filled with power and prestige, but disappoints 

in the end and leads to misery, addiction and death. The narrow way looks difficult, is 

very humble, and may involve some suffering, but it leads to peace, joy and fulfilment. 

The narrow way is the way of faith, the way of love for God, others and one’s self. 

Jesus wants a mature faith relationship with him, not speculating on how many would 

be saved or when the end of time would be. Jesus invites us to live in such a way that 

we don’t have to worry about those questions; to live in a way that he knows us be-

cause we are recognizing him in one another. 

The readings today remind us that to live in the kingdom of God is to declare God’s 

glory to the nations; to proclaim the Good News to all the world; to accept some disci-

pline from God that produces peace and right living, and that humble faith and right liv-

ing is the key to the kingdom of God.  

Sr. Maria Skopsova was an Orthodox Russian nun who underwent great suffering in 

Paris after the revolution in Russia. She went through the suffering of WWI; starvation; 

financial collapse; Hitler and Nazism. She lost all the splendor of the Russian church – 

all was gone. Finally, she was arrested and sent to Ravensburg prison camp where 

she was able to smuggle out a letter that told of resurrection. In the midst of utter deg-

radation, she learned that the real spiritual power is the Word, the Sacraments and the 

teaching of the Church Fathers or Patristics. Those who had a little dry bread in the 

camp would share what they had with those whom they saw as worse off than them. 

There was sharing and compassion. In her letter she wrote that even in the prison 

camp they could see the signs of the Kingdom of God coming. 
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Mother Theresa of Calcutta had it right in her advice to her sisters: What you would 

want to do for Jesus, whom you cannot see, do to your neighbour in need, whom you 

can see, and you will be doing it to Jesus. She truly lived that teaching herself in caring 

for the abandoned and the dying in the streets of Calcutta. 

The Eucharist makes present the love Jesus has for us; heals us and empowers us to 

go out and love one another as he has loved us. 

So, don’t worry about how many will get into heaven; just decide to live in heaven, the 

kingdom of God, right here and now, by loving others as Jesus has loved us. 

Archbishop Emeritus Sylvain Lavoie, OMI 

THE STORM ON THE LAKE 

The Synoptic gospels record the story of Jesus calming the waters during a storm on 

the lake. 

In Mark’s Gospel, it is written: With the coming of evening that same day, Jesus said to 

them, “Let us cross over to the other side”. And leaving the crowd behind they took 

him, just as he was, in the boat; and there were other boats with him. Then it began to 

blow a gale and the waves were breaking into the boat so that it was almost swamped. 

But he was in the stern, his head on a cushion, asleep. They woke him and said to 

him, “Master do you not care? We are going down!” And he woke up and rebuked the 

wind and said to the sea, “Quiet now! Be calm!” And the wind dropped, and all was 

calm again. Then he said to them, “Why are you so frightened? How is it that you have 

no faith?” They were filled with awe and said to one another: “Who can this be? Even 

the wind and sea obey him.” (Mark 4, 35-41). 

The lesson contained within this is that during the more stormy moments in our lives, 

God is still in charge of this universe, every counter indication notwithstanding. The first 

Christian creeds had only one line: Jesus is Lord! 

Ultimately that says enough, says it all. God still rules, even in death and darkness. 

But, as these stories also make clear, during the stormy moments of life, when our very 

souls are in fear of drowning, it will seem like God is asleep, comfortable, his head on 

cushion. 

The real challenge of the story is that calm is only a second of realization away. What 

calms the storm in life is not that all our problems suddenly disappear but that, within 

them, we realize that, because God is still in charge, all will be well, even in the shad-

ow of death itself. 

All will be well because, even asleep with his head on a cushion, God is still Lord . 

By Ron Rolheiser, OMI 



 4 

August 20, 2022 



 5 

August 20, 2022 

STRIVE TO ENTER THROUGH THE NARROW DOOR 

In this Sunday’s gospel (Luke 13:22-30), we hear Jesus say, “Strive to enter through 

the narrow door.” 

Doorways are my nemesis. 

It seems trivial, but it’s true. Doorways were a legitimate hassle for me for years when 

I was a high school band teacher. On concert days there was always so much to do, 

and so much equipment to move. Stands, chairs, wind instruments, and all of the big 

percussion equipment, it all had to be moved out of the band room and to the theatre 

stage. And the most aggravating part of the process was the doors.  

Carrying as much as humanly possible to reduce the number of trips back and forth, 

I’d inevitably reach the door and find it closed. Someone had inadvertently dislodged 

the doorstop or the student who was holding the door open had disappeared down 

the hall to help someone carry the bass drum. If it was a fire door, and I was on the 

right side of it, a well-aimed kick to the pushbar would open it, but more often than 

not, there was a doorknob, and I was on the side that opened in. I’d have to put a 

bunch of stuff down, reach around or over it to get the door open a crack, and then 

have to wedge my foot (or a trumpet case) in the way long enough that I could shuffle 

through. And I could never pick eve-

rything up that I had put down – 

something always got left behind. 

The timpani (huge copper kettle-

drums) were by far the worst. En-

suring a door was open was the 

least of the problems. The drums 

were so big that it took two or three 

people to move them, and they nev-

er fit through the door easily.  Never.  

No matter how quickly or efficiently 

we had been moving equipment, 

timpani always stalled us. We’d have to slow down, approach carefully, and some-

times even come to a complete stop while we figured out how to ease through the 

door, tilting things just so, turning things juuuuust enough, holding our breath and 

praying we could get through without denting (or dismantling) something.  

In the end, the result was always worth it. You have to admit that it’s a pretty amazing 

thing when the people who have squeezed through those doors sit down with their in-
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dividual instruments and individual talents and make music together.  

When Jesus tells us that we need to enter the kingdom through the narrow door, in 

many ways we confront the same issues as a busy band teacher does. For starters, 

the door has to be open. Are our hearts open to the challenge of the gospel? Are we 

open to what awaits us on the other side of the door? Are we open to the struggle it 

might it take to get through it? 

Entering through the narrow door also means putting stuff down. Do we need tomor-

row’s worries? Yesterday’s regrets? Can we fit through if we don’t set down doubt or 

fear? What about selfishness, anger, greed, or resentment? How much are we carry-

ing, and do we need it all? 

And sometimes, entering through the narrow door means slowing down or even com-

ing to a stop first.  Do we slow down from our hectic pace to spend time in prayer, 

seeking a way forward? Do we use Sabbath days or find Sabbath moments to stop 

and examine our lives, our attitudes, our relationship with God?  Do we take time to 

discern our next move so that we can get through the door? 

As we ponder what it means to enter the Kingdom through the narrow door, may we 

take to heart Jesus’ advice to open the door, put unnecessary things down, and slow 

down. Getting through that door takes care and attention, but the music on the other 

side is always worth it.  

By Darcie Lich, Oblate Associate 

Commemorative postcards 

available for $5.pp per set. 

Please call the office at 780-

422-3052. 
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MISSING AND MURDERED IN-

DIGENOUS WOMEN AND GIRLS 

REPORT 

Call for Justice nº 1.3: We call upon all 
governments, in meeting human and In-
digenous rights obligations, to pursue pri-
oritization and resourcing of the 
measures required to eliminate the so-
cial, economic, cultural, and political mar-
ginalization of Indigenous women, girls, 
and 2SLGBTQQIA people when develop-
ing budgets and determining government 
activities and priorities.  

• We pray for meeting human and 

Indigenous rights obligations, in 

order to eliminate the social, eco-

nomic, cultural, and political mar-

ginalization of Indigenous women 

and girls.  

TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION   
COMMISSION 

Call to Action nº 90: “We call upon the 

federal government to ensure that na-

tional sports policies, programs, and ini-

tiatives are inclusive of Aboriginal peo-

ples, including, but not limited to, estab-

lishing: In collaboration with provincial 

and territorial governments, stable fund-

ing for, and access to, community sports 

programs that reflect the diverse cul-

tures and traditional sporting activities of 

Aboriginal peoples.”  

• We pray for the establishment of 

national sport policies which in-

clude the diverse cultures and tra-

ditional sporting activities of Abo-

riginal peoples.  
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Sacramental Preparation at 

Sacred Heart 

Please contact Fr. Mark through the of-

fice, 780-422-3052 to set up time for 

youth and adult preparation of First Com-

munion, First Reconciliation and Confir-

mation. Parents or guardians must ac-

company children for the classes. Candi-

dates can receive their first communion 

and confirmation at a Sunday Mass of 

their choice.  Contact Fr. Mark through 

the office, 780-422-3052. 

Once again 

OUR PANTRY 

shelves are 

bare. We are 

collecting food 

on the first Sun-

day of the 

month. Please 

drop off at the 

church during 

mass or at the 

rectory Monday to Friday from 9 am to 5 

pm. This food is given to the needy who 

come to our door. As we make this a 

practice, our Sunday Eucharistic be-

comes more complete.  
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BAPTISM PREPARATION 

The next Baptism Preparation Class will 

be on Wednesday September 14, 2022 

at 6: pm in the Parish Boardroom. Please 

register by calling the office at 780-422-

3052. 

BAPTISM  

 

1. Siyaki Yonas Weldeslasie 

2. Sergel Desbele Negasi 

 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Daily Masses from Monday to 

Saturday at 9 am (Live 

Stream) 

All Sundays at 10:00 am, 

11:30 am (Indigenous Mass) 

Sacred Heart Gymnasium 

4:00 pm (Eritrean Mass) and  

7:00 pm at Santa Maria 

Goretti Catholic Church 

Holy Rosary and Adoration 

on Fridays at 7 pm (Live 

Streaming from our Face-

book) 

 

STAR OF THE 

NORTH RETREAT 

CENTRE,  

www.starofthenorth.ca, 

780-459-5511  

Steve Bell in Concert — Songwriter, storytell-

er, and troubadour for our time returns to per-

form at St. Albert Catholic Parish Church on 

September 23. Over the course of a 30 year so-

lo career, Steve has been sharing a message of 

love, hope and faith through songs, stories, and 

writings. Limited concert tickets now on sale 

at starofthenorth.ca/steve-bell for $21.00. 

Steve Bell performs in connection with 

the Aurora Living spiritual formation program at 

Star of the North. As part of the opening retreat 

weekend of our fall module entitled Psalms: 

Singing Both Joy & Lament, Steve will be lead-

ing an all-day retreat on Saturday, September 

24th. To find out how to join Aurora Living, 

please visit starofthenorth.ca/psalms 

http://www.starofthenorth.ca/
http://www.starofthenorth.ca/steve-bell
https://www.starofthenorth.ca/psalms
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BUILDING FUND UPDATE 

 

 

 

Please note the fund 

raising goal has 

changed to $1.5M as 

suggested by the 

SHARP Committee. 

DONARS 

Sunday Visitor $ 

500.12 

Canada Hels $ 678.58 

For fundraising one 

mug is $ 15 and  T-

shirts are $20 each. 
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READINGS FOR THE 21ST SUNDAY OF ORIDINARY TIMES  

 

FIRST READING 

A reading from the Prophet Isaiah (Isaiah 66.18-21) 

Thus says the Lord: “For I know their works and their thoughts, and I am coming to 
gather all nations and tongues; and they shall come and shall see my glory, and I will 
set a sign among them. 

“From them I will send survivors to the nations, to Tarshish, Put, and Lud — which 
draw the bow — to Tubal and Javan, to the coastlands far away that have not heard 
of my fame or seen my glory; and they shall declare my glory among the nations. 

“They shall bring all your kindred from all the nations as an offering to the Lord, on 
horses, and in chariots, and in litters, and on mules, and on dromedaries, to my holy 
mountain Jerusalem,” says the Lord, “just as the children of Israel bring a grain offer-
ing in a clean vessel to the house of the Lord. 

“And I will also take some of them as priests and as Levites,” says the Lord.   

Thanks be to God. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Psalm 117) 

Response: Go into all the world and proclaim the good news.. 

Praise the Lord, all you nations! Extol him, all you peoples!  R. 

For great is his steadfast love toward us, and the faithfulness of the Lord endures 
forever. R.   

SECOND READING 

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews (Hebrews 12.5-7, 11-13) 

Brothers and sisters: You have forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as chil-

dren — “My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, or lose heart when 

you are punished by him; for the Lord disciplines the one whom he loves, and chas-

tises every son whom he accepts.” 

Endure trials for the sake of discipline. God is treating you as sons; for what son is 

there whom a father does not discipline? 

Now, discipline always seems painful rather than pleasant at the time, but later it 

yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it. 

Therefore lift your drooping hands and strengthen your weak knees, and make 

straight paths for your feet, so that what is lame may not be put out of joint, but ra-

ther be healed.  

Thanks be to God  
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia. Alleluia. 

I am the way, the truth, and the life, says the Lord; no one comes to the Fa-

ther, except through me.. 

Alleluia. 

GOSPEL READING 

 

A reading from the Gospel according to Luke (Luke 12.49-53) 

Jesus went through one town and village after another, teaching as he 

made his way to Jerusalem. Someone asked him, “Lord, will only a few be 

saved?” 

Jesus said to them, “Strive to enter through the narrow door; for many, I tell 

you, will try to enter and will not be able. 

“When once the owner of the house has got up and shut the door, and you 

begin to stand outside and to knock at the door, saying, ‘Lord, open to us,’ 

then in reply he will say to you, ‘I do not know where you come from.’ 

“Then you will begin to say, ‘We ate and drank with you, and you taught in 

our streets.’ But the Lord will say, ‘I do not know where you come from; go 

away from me, all you evildoers!’ 

“There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth when you see Abraham and 

Isaac and Jacob and all the Prophets in the kingdom of God, and you your-

selves thrown out. Then people will come from east and west, from north 

and south, and will eat in the kingdom of God. Indeed, some are last who 

will be first, and some are first who will be last.”  

The Gospel of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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SACRED HEART CHURCH OF THE FIRST PEOPLES 

 
P: 780.422.3052 F: 780.423.0176 E: sacredheart.firstpeoples@caedm.ca 

Facebook: Sacred Heart Church of the First Peoples-Catholic Church 

Sacred Heart Church of the First Peoples 

Please make cheques payable to: 

Sacred Heart Church of the First Peoples (Rebuild) 

10821 96 Street NW, Edmonton, AB T5H 2J8 

To e-Transfer to Sacred Heart please send email to 

rebuildsacredheart@caedm.ca 

To donate with a credit card use this link from the CanadaHelps  
non-profit charity: https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/64181 

Receipts for income tax will be issued by Sacred Heart Church of 
the First Peoples in the first week of February for donations made 
by cheque and e-Transfer. For credit card donations, receipts will 
be issued by CanadaHelps by e-mail upon donation. 

Name: (please print) 

_______________________________________________________ 

Address: _______________________________________________ 

City: ________________________ Province: _________________ 

Postal Code: _________________ Phone: _____:_____:________ 

E-mail: ________________________________________________ 

 

mailto:sacredheart.firstpeoples@caedm.ca
mailto:t.firstpeoples@caedm.ca
mailto:rebuildsacredheart@caedm.ca

