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INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

 

Lord God, friend of those 

in need, your Son Jesus 

has untied our burdens 

and healed our spirits. 

We lift up the prayers of 

our hearts for those still 

burdened, those seeking 

healing, those in need 

within the church and the 

world. Amen 
 

OPASKOWIPISIM  

(MOULTING MOON) 

MONTH OF JULY 

REFLECTIONS 

In the parable of the rich farmer, Jesus depicts a man who thinks 

that life is all about riches. Once he has more than enough, he 

thinks that his life is complete, that he has nothing more to worry 

about. He places his trust in wealth to make him happy and fulfilled. 

Jesus us does not accuse the man of being wicked or sinful; the 

rich man is simply wrong. 

WEEKLY SUNDAY COLLECTION  

From Sunday July 24
th
 to July 30

th
 $ 2917.00 , Marriage $  1083.50 

and recyclable bottles $ 146.60.  

PARISH TEAM  

Fr. Susai Jesu, OMI  

Fr. Mark Blom, OMI  

Deacon Paul Tam 

mailto:sacredheart.firstpeoples@caedm.ca
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COMMONWEALTH STADIUM 
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PAPAL VISIT 

Pope Francis began his visit to Canada in Maskwacis by referring to the cry of pain, to the stifled clam-

or that had accompanied him during these months. He expressed his gratitude "for having made this 

enter my heart, for having expressed the weight they carried inside, for having shared with me this 

bleeding memory". 

Near his final day in Canada, in Quebec, he expressed that "during my visit, it was their realities, the 

Indigenous realities of this land, that visited my soul; they entered me and will always accompany me". 

Pope Francis' great appreciation for the Indigenous culture was repeatedly demonstrated during these 

days. After expressing his joy at being in this land with an Indigenous presence since time immemorial, 

he valued the fact that in it they lived “following ways of life that respect the Earth, which you received 

as a legacy from past generations and are keeping for those yet to come. You have treated it as a gift 

of the Creator to be shared with others and to be cherished in harmony with all that exists, in profound 

fellowship with all living beings… A treasury 

of sound customs and teachings, centred 

on concern for others, truthfulness, courage 

and respect, humility, honesty and practical 

wisdom.” (Maskwacis) 

The Pope described his trip as penitential 

pilgrimage, and that was undoubtedly his 

attitude. His humble and reconciliatory dis-

position is recognized by all. The feeling of 

pain and shame, and the humble request 

for forgiveness were unequivocally ex-

pressed on several occasions. But as Fran-

cis rightly expressed in Maskwacis, the 
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apology “is only the first step, the starting point. I also recognize that, ‘looking to the past, no effort to 

beg pardon and to seek to repair the harm done will ever be sufficient,’ and that, ‘looking ahead to the 

future, no effort must be spared to create a culture able to prevent such situations from happening’”.  

Even with such clear words, it is understandable that the legitimate expectations for some were not 

fulfilled. For many, the rejection of the Doctrine of Discovery was not expressed in a satisfactory man-

ner. It seems that one reason for this is that the Vatican is still studying the complexity of the matter, 

and planning to issue a statement on the matter when it is ready. However,  the Pope did express in 

Maskwacis that the Church's conduct  “was a disastrous error, incompatible with the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ … In the face of this deplorable evil, the church kneels before God and implores his forgiveness 

for the sins of her children”. 

Chief Wilton Littlechild echoed the sentiments of many when he said that "the Pope's visit has been a 

blessing, his words have been healing words.” 

Phillipe Fontaine, at the Commonwealth Stadium, just before the beginning of the mass, affirmed that 

reconciliation is a collective journey; that we never forget, but we must forgive. He expressed his ap-

preciation to the Holy Father, "a humble man who has asked for forgiveness with words full of mean-

ing”. And he concluded that the Indigenous peoples invited the Catholic Church to walk with them to 

build a better world, to repair the relationship between their communities and the Church. He also ex-

pressed his conviction that this moment will give us the strength to walk  

Everyone agrees that reconciliation requires concrete actions, and we all have something to contrib-

ute. 

During his visit to Sacred Heart of the First Peoples parish, 

Pope Francis greatly appreciated that this was a parish 

where hospitality and welcome were lived, where everyone 

could feel welcome, and he was especially touched by the 

concrete service to the poor. His dream is that the Church 

be a house open to all as this parish is. Francis again 

acknowledged that nothing can erase the pain and shame, 

but that it is necessary to start again. And he said that rec-

onciliation happens in communities like this one in which 

encounters take place, in which others are recognized in 

their identity and their culture.  

One Indigenous leader noted how, every time we do the 

land acknowledgement, we are expressing that the Doctrine 

of Discovery is false. The land acknowledgement is like a 

drop of water eventually wearing down a stone, and Sacred 

Heart is also committed to doing so on a regular basis.  

All of us who frequent Sacred Heart, being from very di-

verse backgrounds, are grateful for the welcome of our In-

digenous brothers and sisters and feel honored by their invi-

tation to walk together. The presence of the risen Jesus, 

who "made a tomb .... a place of rebirth, of resurrec-

tion" (Pope Francis, Maskwacis) accompanies us. 

By Mariángel Marco Teja 
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For fundraising one 

mug is $20 and two 

mugs of $30. T-

shirts are $20 each. 
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Holy One, Creator of all that is, seen and 

unseen, of story and of song, of heart-

beat and of tears, of bodies, souls, voic-

es and all relations; you are the God of 

all truth and the way of all reconciliation. 

Amen. 

 MISSING AND MURDERED INDIGE-

NOUS WOMEN AND GIRLS REPORT 

Call for Justice nº 9.5: We call upon all po-

lice services for the standardization of proto-

cols for policies and practices that ensure that 

all cases of missing and murdered Indigenous 

women, girls, and 2SLGBTQQIA people are 

thoroughly investigated .   

• We pray that all the cases of missing 

and murdered Indigenous women, 

girls, and two spirit people are thor-

oughly investigated .  

TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION   COM-
MISSION 

Call to Action nº 59: “We call upon church 

parties to the Settlement Agreement to develop 

ongoing education strategies to ensure that 

their respective congregations learn about their 

church’s role in colonization, the history and 

legacy of residential schools, and why apolo-

gies to former residential school students, their 

families, and communities were necessary.”   

• We are very grateful for the historic vis-

it of Pope Francis to Canada, a central 

step in the direction of reconciliation, 

and pray that the Catholic Church will 

continue to take the right steps with 

concrete actions in that direction. 
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Sacred Heart Church of the First Peoples 

Please make cheques payable to: 

Sacred Heart Church of the First Peoples (Rebuild) 

10821 96 Street NW, Edmonton, AB T5H 2J8 

To e-Transfer to Sacred Heart please send email to 

rebuildsacredheart@caedm.ca 

To donate with a credit card use this link from the CanadaHelps  
non-profit charity: https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/64181 

Receipts for income tax will be issued by Sacred Heart Church of 
the First Peoples in the first week of February for donations made 
by cheque and e-Transfer. For credit card donations, receipts will 
be issued by CanadaHelps by e-mail upon donation. 

Name: (please print) 

_______________________________________________________ 

Address: _______________________________________________ 

City: ________________________ Province: _________________ 

Postal Code: _________________ Phone: _____:_____:________ 

E-mail: ________________________________________________ 
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