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There is a proverb that goes like this: If you want to be happy for an hour – take a 

nap. If you want to be happy for a day – go fishing. If you want to be happy for a year 

- inherit a fortune. If you want to be happy for life – help someone else.  

Do you know the Great Commandment by heart, and that it summarizes the whole 

bible? All we have to do as disciples of Jesus is to love God with our whole being, 

and love our neighbor as we love ourselves.  

In the first reading, Moses stresses obedience to God and keeping God’s Word and 

God’s commands. 

In the gospel, we see that Great Commandment illustrated through the story of the 

Good Samaritan. There is an interesting divine reversal in that story. Jesus turns the 

question around, from “Who is my neighbour?” to “Who is being a neighbour?” to the 

one in need. The question “who is my neighbour” limits love; the question “who is be-

ing neighbourly” expands it to all regardless of race or creed.  

There is strong symbolism in this story: We are the wounded strangers, Jesus is the 

Good Samaritan, the Spirit is the oil, the wine is the blood of Jesus, the inn is the 

Church, and Jesus is the one who will come again.  

The road in the gospel story dropped 3,600 feet in 30 kilometres and was notorious 

for bandits. A Samaritan was considered a heretic and a breaker of the ceremonial 
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law. At their worst, the Jews had a narrow definition of neighbour which meant fellow 

Jews. They would not help a gentile woman in childbirth since that was to bring anoth-

er gentile into the world. The Jewish priest set ceremonial requirements above charity, 

while the Levite put safety first.  

The meaning of the story is that official membership and even high position in the es-

tablished religion can be no substitute for the concrete deed of love for someone in 

need. This is a lesson of supreme importance.  

The double command to love was not new with Jesus who derived it from the Old 

Testament (Deuteronomy 6:5 and Leviticus 19:18) but Jesus preached its absolute-

ness. His final saying to “Go and do likewise” adds to his saying in the previous para-

ble, “Do this and you will live.” Jesus himself enacted what he preached by associat-

ing with those marginalized by society and religion.  

Jesus’ parable shatters the stereotypes of social boundaries and class division and 

renders void any system of religious entitlement. Neighbours do not recognize any 

social class. Eternal life – the life of the age to come – is that quality of life character-

ized by showing mercy for those in need, regardless of their race, religion or social 

standing and with no thought of reward. Mercy sees only need and responds with 

compassion.  

Robert was travelling with his sister in late November trying to make their destination 

by midnight. They came upon a First Nations man standing under a light by a bridge, 

hitchhiking. The sister, who lived by a reserve and had developed a bias towards First 

Nations people, reacted in fear at the thought of picking him up. Her brother, who 

worked among the First Nations, had the opposite reaction – he was relieved that it 

was a First Nations person and stopped to pick him up. It turned out that the man was 

a businessman who had taken a cab to try to catch a bus that he missed, and decid-

ed he could not afford to go further when the cab could not catch the bus. They had a 

great conversation with the man.  

After dropping him off at his destination, they came across a young Caucasian couple 

with a child in a stalled car near the sister’s home. The couple had foolishly run out of 

gas, so they took them to the sister’s residence, gave them some warmth and gas, 

and the young couple were on their way. Reflecting on this experience, the two real-

ized that they had just lived out the parable of the Good Samaritan, complete with the 

racial element, and had learned its lessons a little more deeply.  

The Eucharist calls us to make a commitment to be a Good Samaritan to anyone one 

in need. God cares for us, forgives us, heals us, binds up our wounds, and sends us 

out to do the same for anyone in need.  

May we never forget that this Great Commandment to love God and anyone in need 

is our priority, and that to do so is to truly obey God’s Word and live the central teach-

ings of the whole Bible.  

Archbishop Emeritus Sylvain Lavoie, OMI 
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THE NATURE OF FAITH 

God made us in his image and likeness, and we have never stopped returning the fa-

vor. 

We are forever creating God in our own image and likeness. We picture God, what we 

believe God to be and stand for, according to what we imagine God should be like. 

Sometimes that speaks for what’s best in us and sometimes it does the opposite. In 

either case, we are usually a long way from the God that Jesus revealed. That is why 

we often believe in and preach a God who, like us, is jealous, arbitrary, legalistic, un-

fair, fearful, consumed with protecting himself, vengeful, unforgiving, and violent. 

It is no accident that in every age, including our own, the worst violence, bigotry, and 

murder are usually justified in the name of God, even when this is done in the name of 

atheism or secularity. At some point, somewhere, invariably there is divine justification 

for something that is unjust based upon a “God” who has been shaped according to 

human imagination, with its very real limits, biases, wounds, and self-protective in-

stincts. 

When C.S. Lewis was struggling with his decision to become a Christian, one of his 

major hesitancies came from the fact that he was unable to imagine for himself the 

mystery of redemption, of how Jesus’ death could have a saving effect upon others. 

One of the turning points in his decision to become a Christian came as the result of 

challenge from J.R.R. Tolkien, the author of Lord of the Rings. Hearing Lewis express 

his doubt, Tolkien simply said: “That is a poverty of imagination on your part!” Nothing 

could be more true. 

God, and the great mysteries, are indeed beyond our imaginations and sometimes 

when we try to imagine them, we experience an agnosticism precisely because we 

end up meeting ourselves rather than the true God. And we shouldn’t believe in our-

selves! 

We struggle mightily to attune our-

selves to real religion, to stop form-

ing God in our own image and like-

ness. That is why faith is often felt 

as a darkness rather than as a light, 

as a yearning rather than as a cer-

tainty, and as a feeling of painful ab-

sence rather than as a sense of joy-

ful presence.  

By Fr. Ron Rolheiser 
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AND WHO IS MY NEIGHBOUR? 

A seventy-five-year-old man won a lottery prize of $ 75,000.00. He had very bad heart 

and his family was afraid that this good news could over excite him and kill him. So, 

they asked the parish priest to slowly and carefully convey the good news to him. The 

priest came and asked the old man: “Friend, suppose you won the sum of $ 75,000.00 

in the lottery, what would you do?” The old man said, “I would give you half and the 

church half.”  On hearing this, the parish priest fell over and died! 

his is not a true story, but it, like the parable of the Good Samaritan, underlines some 

very important truths about people and society. Ever since it was told, it has stirred the 

hearts of millions inspiring them to love, even love heroically. I recall the words of Pope 

Francis who said that ‘every church has to be a field hospital.’ When Jesus told this 

parable, Jewish people might have been shocked to hear Jesus say that a Samaritan 

stopped to help this victim. In those days, Samaritans were regarded as enemies by 

first century Jews and yet a Samaritan is the hero of this Jewish story.  

If Jesus had merely wanted to teach about neighbourly love, the third person could 

have been another Jew, or the victim might have been a Samaritan helped by a Jew. 

But by making the hero of the story a Samaritan, Jesus was turning his social world 

upside down and challenging deep-seated suppositions. Certainly, it was the Samari-

tan who behaved like a loving neighbour even though he was under no obligation to do 

so. Fr. Ron Rolheiser writes that to be “consecrated” implies you are obliged under 

certain urgent circumstances do important actions, e.g., if you are the first person 

come upon an accident on the highway you are “consecrated” or ordained to respond 

to the aid of the accident victims.  

Sometimes we can use social rules, and religious regulations to avoid our 

“consecration” to a fellow human being in need.  The priest and the Levite in the para-

ble, who were supposed to be examples of piety, rejected the opportunity to show con-

cern to the man beaten by robbers.  They used customs and regulations to excuse 

themselves from showing compassion to another human being in great distress.   

The purpose of this parable is to demonstrate the nature of love in God’s kingdom. The 

real response to the question: “Who is my neighbour?” is that everyone, including my 

enemy, is my neighbour. The Samaritan’s compassion was costly because it involved 

making himself vulnerable to attack by robbers because he was now walking instead 

of riding. The Good Samaritan also made a financial contribution to an innkeeper to 

look after this victim without any expectation of being repaid.  Another important point 

is that he might have been shunned by his own people for helping a Jew. 

Through this parable Jesus shows that we need to care about our neighbours with the 

same concern that we care about ourselves. Even our enemy is redefined as a neigh-

bour. Therefore, this love is more than simply smiling at strangers and trying to devel-

op positive attitudes towards people we don’t particularly like.  The special people 
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whom we are called to love are the alienated, the marginalized, the oppressed and the 

neglected. We shall ask ourselves: are our eyes open to see the pain in other people’s 

eyes? Are our ears open to hear the cry in other people’s voices? Are our hearts open 

to become involved in other people’s hurts? Jesus invites us to reach out, risk our pride 

and become compassionate humans. We are called not so much to an expensive love 

but to an expansive love. 

When we practice expansive love, we taste the abundance of God as it flows through 

us.  It deepens our sense of our true identity, that we are children of God more than we 

are from this or that nationality, tribe, or family.  When that happens, we begin to treat 

the stranger, the troublesome and even our enemy with respect, kindness, and com-

passion.  Experiencing our identity softens our heart to accept our true vocation.  Not 

something to be feared, like an enemy, our vocation consecrates us to a special life of 

discipleship, spirituality, service, and community.  Through our vocation Jesus anoints 

our wounded world, robbed by sin, but capable of receiving divine abundance and love 

and creating a culture of care for others and creation that is the side effect of God’s 

love for us. 

By Fr. Susai Jesu, OMI 
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DYING INTO SAFE HANDS 

As a priest, over the years, I’ve presided at the funeral of someone who died young, 

either as the result of illness, accident, or suicide. 

It’s hard to know what to say in a situation like that, so I like to use an image. Perhaps 

no image is as apt, as powerful, as consoling, and as accurate in terms of picturing 

what happens to us when we die and awake to eternal life as is the image of a moth-

er holding and cradling her newborn child.  

When we die, we die into the 

arms of God, and we’re received 

with as much love, gentleness, 

and tenderness as we were re-

ceived in the arms of our mothers 

at birth. Moreover, we are even 

safer there than we were when 

we were born here on earth. 

That can be deeply consoling be-

cause death renders every one of 

us an orphan and, daily, there are 

people dying young, unexpected-

ly, less-than-fully-ready, still in need of care themselves. All of us die, still needing a 

mother. But we have the assurance of our faith that we will be born into safer and 

more nurturing hands than our own. 

Consoling as that may be, it doesn’t take away the sting of losing a loved one to 

death.  Nothing takes that away because nothing is meant to. Death is meant to in-

delibly scar our hearts because love is meant to wound us in that way.  As Dietrich 

Bonhoeffer puts it: “Nothing can make up for the absence of someone we love. … It 

is nonsense to say that God fills the gap; God doesn’t fill it, but on the contrary, God 

keeps it empty and so helps us keep alive our former communion with each other, 

even at the cost of pain.  … The dearer and richer our memories, the more difficult 

the separation. But gratitude changes the pangs of memory into a tranquil joy. The 

beauties of the past are borne, not as a thorn in the flesh, but as a precious gift in 

themselves..” 

By Fr.  Ron Rolheiser OMI  
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READINGS FOR THE 15TH SUNDAY OF ORIDINARY TIMES  

FIRST READING 

A reading from the Book of Deuteronomy (Deuteronomy 30.10-14) 

Moses spoke to the people, saying, “Obey the Lord your God by observing his com-
mandments and decrees that are written in this book of the Law; turn to the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all your soul. 

“Surely this commandment that I am commanding you today is not too hard for you, 
nor is it too far away. It is not in heaven, that you should say, ‘Who will go up to heaven 
for us, and get it for us so that we may hear it and observe it?’ 

“Neither is it beyond the sea, that you should say, ‘Who will cross to the other side of 
the sea for us, and get it for us so that we may hear it and observe it? 

“No, the word is very near to you; it is in your mouth and in your heart for you to ob-
serve.”  

Thanks be to God. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Psalm 69) 

Response: Seek God in you need, and let your hearts revive. 

As for me, my prayer is to you, O Lord. At an acceptable time, O God, in the abun-
dance of your steadfast love, answer me. With your steadfast help, rescue me. Answer 
me, O Lord, for your steadfast love is good; according to your abundant mercy, turn to 
me. R. 

But I am lowly and in pain; let your salvation, O God, protect me. I will praise the name 
of God with a song; I will magnify him with thanksgiving. R. 

Let the oppressed see it and be glad; you who seek God, let your hearts revive. R. 

For God will save Zion and rebuild the cities of Judah; the children of his servants shall 
inherit it, those who love his name shall live in it. R.  

SECOND READING 

A reading from Paul’s letter to the Colossians (Colossians 1.15-20) 

Christ is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in him all things 
in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or 
dominions or rulers or powers — all things have been created through him and for him. 

Christ is before all things, and in him all things hold together. He is the head of the 
body, the Church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might 
come to have first place in everything. 

For in Christ all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him God was 
pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making 
peace through the blood of his Cross.     

Thanks be to God  
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia. Alleluia. 

Your words, Lord, are spirit and life; you have the words of eternal life. 

Alleluia. 

GOSPEL READING 

A reading from the Gospel according to Luke (Luke 10.25-37) 

A lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, “what must I do to inherit eternal 

life?” 

Jesus said to him, “What is written in the Law? What do you read there?” The lawyer 

answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, 

and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbour as yourself.” 

And Jesus said to him, “You have given the right answer; do this, and you will live.” But 

wanting to justify himself, the lawyer asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbour?” 

Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the 

hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and went away, leaving him half dead. 

Now by chance a priest was going down that road; and when he saw him, he passed 

by on the other side. So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, 

passed by on the other side. 

“But a Samaritan while travelling came near him; and when he saw him, he was moved 

with pity. He went to him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on 

them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 

“The next day the Samaritan took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and 

said, ‘Take care of him; and when I come back, I will repay you whatever more you 

spend.’” 

Jesus asked, “Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbour to the man who fell 

into the hands of the robbers?” The lawyer said, “The one who showed him mercy.” Je-

sus said to him, “Go and do likewise.”  

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Sacred Heart Church of the First Peoples 

Please make cheques payable to: 

Sacred Heart Church of the First Peoples (Rebuild) 

10821 96 Street NW, Edmonton, AB T5H 2J8 

To e-Transfer to Sacred Heart please send email to 

rebuildsacredheart@caedm.ca 

To donate with a credit card use this link from the CanadaHelps  
non-profit charity: https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/64181 

Receipts for income tax will be issued by Sacred Heart Church of 
the First Peoples in the first week of February for donations made 
by cheque and e-Transfer. For credit card donations, receipts will 
be issued by CanadaHelps by e-mail upon donation. 
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