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REFLECTIONS
Today is Trinity Sunday and we recall the presence of the Holy Trinity in our lives. Being a Christian is more than just believing in what
the church teaches — it is a daily encounter with the person of God:
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. In our gospel today, we hear how Jesus sends us the Holy Spirit to comfort us and lead us into the truth.
As we begin our new week, we pray that each one of us may be
open to receiving the Spirit of Truth promised us by Jesus.

WEEKLY SUNDAY COLLECTION
From Sunday June 5th to June 11th $3142 Church Building Fund
$748.12, Donations for the Food $200 and recyclable cans and bottles $96.

O Triune God, your three
fold name was placed
upon us when we were
baptized in the name of
the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit. And this day we worship the Trinity in person
and the Unity in substance of Majesty coequal. Grant us the grace
to continue in this faith
until we join the hosts of

PARISH TEAM
Fr. Susai Jesu, OMI
Fr. Mark Blom, OMI
Deacon Paul Tam
Seminarian Jake Mullin
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Thirteen Oblate Associates Make Their First Commitment at
Sacred Heart Church of the First Peoples

“For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven…” (Eccl 3:1)
These beautiful words from the Book of Ecclesiastes sum up for me the amazing celebration of thirteen new Oblate Associates, who made their first commitment on Sunday, June 6, 2022 at Sacred
Heart Church of the First Peoples. It was fitting, and perhaps not coincidental, that this day was the
Feast of Pentecost. This humble gathering in the gymnasium at Sacred Heart School brought together different nations, cultures, and languages to pray and worship together to the Creator. It is a new
and exciting beginning. After nearly three years of formation, much of which took place during this
unprecedented pandemic, the time was right to move forward. Many people participated in the formation of these new Oblate Associates, led primarily by Fr. Susai Jesu and Fr. Mark Blom but also
many associates, too numerous to mention who mentored, gave witness, and assisted in their formation. It takes a village, as the saying goes. On the Feast of Pentecost, we paused to celebrate
and give thanks for the first commitment made by these thirteen people, who now proudly wear their
Oblate crosses around their necks. Their formation will continue, new people will join, and the journey will go on. First, we pause, with gratitude and thanksgiving for St. Eugene de Mazenod and the
charism that we hold dear, for all Oblates and Oblate Associates and especially for our new Oblate
Associates who have joined this wonderful and sacred circle that faces outward in love and service.
Submitted by Debbie Doornbos, District Animator, Brother Anthony District
“RECEIVE THE CROSS OF CHRIST”

The moment the cross was put on me by Sandy and Fr. Susai, I felt like I
suddenly woke up to the reality of what this cross means. When Sandy
said RECEIVE THE CROSS OF CHRIST as she put the necklace with
the Oblate cross on me, I cried, realizing that I am receiving not just the
necklace with the Oblate cross but with it also comes the commitment,
love, and responsibility to bear and share in the life of Christ: His sufferings, His sacrifices, His unconditional love to all of us especially the poor
and the marginalized. I felt so blessed for this opportunity to share and
experience the Cross of Christ. Now, I am so cautious of everything I do
and say because I only desire to follow St Eugene de Mazenod, particularly his last words just before he died: “Charity...charity...charity”. I just
hope and pray that I will be worthy of wearing this Oblate Cross.
Vernie Libran
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This past Pentecost Sunday was different from the 50 Pentecost Sundays
I have celebrated so far. I was invited to learn about the lay ministry of the
Oblates of Mary Immaculate (OMI) and began formation in 2019. We
were in the midst of our formation when the pandemic hit and all formation was disrupted for the two years of uncertainty and lockdowns. Reflecting on the two short years that passed leading up to Pentecost Sunday taking the first steps to becoming a lay member of the OMI I am held
at awe in the face of changes brought on by the promptings of a virus.
Something so small to bring about great change even to the most powerful people in the world. I understand that in the small things I do in my
community when joined with the small things others do we can affect
change and bring the image of Jesus to those we serve; shining the Light
of Christ in the dark places of the human soul. Called to service under the
banner of the OMI is an honor and a blessing I will cherish
Michelle Briones
I feel very humbled and honoured to be a part of the Oblates Association at
Sacred Heart Church of the First Peoples. On June 5, 2022, I made my oneyear commitment as an Oblate Associate. My purpose is primarily to serve
the spiritually needy and deprived.
Lil Cook

It was a long wait. It was supposed to be yearlong lead up, but
covid delayed it over three years. It got to the point where I wondered if it would happen and thought that covid didn’t seem like
good enough reason to delay it.
When the day finally came, everything worked against me. I
dropped my glasses, popped my lenses, and couldn’t see. Everything that could happen to stop me from going. I wanted to do it. I
said I would go there. After doing the whole thing and seeing everyone there it made me feel good, it made me feel accomplished.
It’s unfortunate that none my family could be there to see it, but I
have my Sacred Heart family. That’s how I think of our church, as
a family. Now, I’m wondering where being an Oblate Associate will
take me. It’s a mystery, there’s a sense of excitement, but also of
nervousness (what did I sign up for).
It was a powerful experience for me as an individual and reminded
me of doing my Cursillo. It was an important thing to accomplish. I
see it as being an example to others here at Sacred Heart. They
can accomplish this too – I am able to act as a witness. The power of example, being an Elder at Sacred Heart is not to be underestimated. The Oblate Associates, it’s not only for seniors, it’s for anybody.
I’m happy and proud that I got that done.
Fernie Marty
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For the past three years a group of 13 Sacred Heart parishioners
had the opportunity to understand the mission of Oblate Priesthood
and its patriarch St. Eugene and what it meant to be an Oblate Associate. During this time, a bond of togetherness was formed and
on Sunday, June 5, 2022 we made our commitment as a new family —a vow towards serving, helping, giving and loving to and for the
poor, the needy and homeless. As a new Oblate Associate, I thank
God for the new opportunities, the learning experiences and for the
continued spiritual growth. This is an exciting journey and I humbled and honoured to have received the cross as a symbol of love.
The same love we must give to others.
Rhonda Jackson

We spent two and half years taking classes. I had recently started
coming back to church here and Father kept insisting I take this.
So I tried this course. I’m thankful to Father, thankful he got me
into this program. I sometimes wonder if I’m the right person, I ask
myself but it’s helped me with everyday crises, the struggles we
go through. I learned a lot from the other people who took the
course.
My daughter became sick some time ago – that’s when I starting
thinking: you’ve got to pray for yourself. I was in Calgary, missing
home and thought about what I’ve learned from the Oblates.
That’s when my life turned around. You need something in your
life to help others. To support them. I’ve worked in different volunteer work with homeless – one of my strong things I did in my
years before when I was volunteering back home. It’s not hard
work – it’s something you need to do. You’re there for the people.
I lived in Edmonton years before and my kids received sacraments here. This is a home for me, Sacred Heart is my home.
Getting my children and grandchildren back – just to go and visit the church once in awhile. They’re
not church people – it bothers me. That’s where it’s at for them. They know I’ve come a long way –
I’ve told them about receiving a cross from the oblates and explained what it’s about.
I wish sometimes a family member would support me. Now, the thing is to go with this mission. I’ve
got to continue the work I’m expected to do. I’d like to do more volunteer work here. I’d like to come
here and learn more about helping others. It’s a learning experience. I don’t need to go far away to
help others, there’s lots of need here. I feel sorry for them. There’s so much in need. I never thought it
was that bad years ago, but now it seems like there are more and more, especially young people,
who are suffering and in need.
I’ve visited many hospitals and people there are in need too. Sometimes some of them don’t even
have family or anybody to come see them. With so many in need, I want to continue on, be more active, set time aside to come here and volunteer more.
Yvonne Cardinal
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Encounter with St. Eugene De Mazenod
It was a very touching moment for me. I encountered St. Eugene during
one of our Cursillos in Maskwacis in Nov ’95 with two other ladies. I
saw him and heard him singing, “Silent Night”. He inspired me with his
charism, and I was encouraged to walk in his footsteps. That made it so
special for me in receiving the Cross. I was thanking the Holy Spirit for
blessing me with the gift of voice and gift of healing. I got emotional, but
I knew they were tears of joy. I did the novena to the Holy Spirit.
Cecilia Nepoose
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REPAIRS AT THE RECTORY
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Sacred Heart Family:
For those who have not heard, this is my last full week
at Sacred Heart. I wanted to take this opportunity to
share some final words with you.
Thank you for taking me in, for extending hands in
friendship, and showing me how to be welcoming and
inclusive. For teaching me about yourselves, your history, language, and culture. Above all, for showing me
how to love, how to continue caring for others even
when they make it difficult. Each one of you have taught
me something and for that I am very grateful.
When I first started, 10 months seemed like a very long
time. Now, it does not seem like long enough. I’ve finally
come to place where I feel comfortable being here, doing the ministry, being with the people. I’ve come to expect the organised chaos of our environment. I can finally say that Sacred Heart feels like home – like my
family – and a big part of that is from all of you. You’ve
taught me so much, whether you’re aware of it or not.
I’ve made mistakes – I found myself in situations I’d never experienced before, doing things I’d never dreamed of. I never imagined being placed at Sacred Heart for the year. It’s been a challenge for
me on many different levels: spiritually, mentally, emotionally. Coming into an inner-city environment, being exposed to homelessness and addictions, even things like not having the church, the
pandemic, and living and serving with the Oblates. All were new experiences for me.

I’ve felt uncomfortable, challenged, and overwhelmed at times, but also supported, encouraged, and
accepted. I didn’t think that this was the placement I wanted but I can say that it’s definitely the
placement I needed. Reflecting on it now, I’ve come to really enjoy being here: I’ve met so many
good, generous, down-to-earth and loving people who have inspired me with their examples. It’s
been a year full of ups and downs. My many years of study at the seminary did not prepare me for
being here, but I can see now I needed to be pushed outside of my worldview, comfort zone, and
culture and be exposed to the messiness of life.
This being said, if I hurt anyone with my words or actions over the course of this year, I am sorry. If I
came across as distant, uninterested, uncaring, critical, or judgemental, I am sorry. I regret not being able to meet and spend time with everyone during my time here this year. I regret that it took me
so long to become a part of this community, to enter into this experience, but I am grateful for the
time I’ve had and the people I’ve met.
I will miss you all. I will not be gone forever; hopefully I’ll visit soon. But this is an end to me being
here full-time. I will bring all of my many experiences of this year with me into wherever I find myself
in the future and I’m sure I will benefit from them for years to come.
It has been a privilege to be here these last 10 months and it is with sadness in my heart that I take
leave of the Sacred Heart family.
Please pray for me as I continue my formation to become a priest in two years. You will all be in my
prayers.
Your brother in Christ,
Jake Mullin
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Bulletin Announcement
We are delighted to share the joy of the upcoming pastoral visit by Pope Francis to
Canada on July 24-29, 2022. This visit will be one of healing, hope and reconciliation that we hope will be a watershed moment for the Indigenous Peoples of this
land and the Church’s relationship with them.
The Vatican has confirmed that the Holy Father will utilize three hubs for the visit to
Canada: Edmonton, Quebec City and Iqaluit. It will be a much more modest visit
than a usual papal pilgrimage, due to the Holy Father’s age, health, and mobility issues.
Still, there are costs associated with the visit, including lodging and event security,
event production costs and site logistics. National organizers estimate the total cost
of the visit at $15 million, and are working to secure support from all levels of government as well as the private sector.
There will be two pew collections within the Archdiocese of Edmonton to help with
these costs. The first will be June 18-19, prior to National Indigenous Peoples Day
on June 21. The second collection will be July 23-24. Pope Francis arrives in Canada on July 24.
Donations may be made:
Online through Canada Helps at https://bit.ly/2022PapalVisit
By cheque to the Archdiocese of Edmonton, duly marked “Papal Visit.”
We thank you in advance for supporting this historic visit of Pope Francis to Canada

For more information, please visit papalvisit.ca. The site includes an online form
for people to register as volunteers.
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You’re invited to the 2022

SACRED HEART CHURCH OF THE FIRST PEOPLES
10821 – 96 Street, Edmonton, Alberta T5H 2J8 P: 780.422.3052 E: sacredheart.firstpeoples@caedm.ca

REVISED DATES: July 26th*-29th
*Registered participants only on July 26th
On-site camping is not allow ed until July 27 th
See lacsteannepilgrimage.ca for schedule and update
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Please Help!
Recently we have seen a reduction in the
amount of bread we receive as donation
from various sources. At the same time,
we are seeing an increase in the number
of lunches we are giving out each day. Any
items you can give to us to support our
lunch program is very appreciated.

Baptism Preparation
The next Baptism Preparation Class will be on
Wednesday July 13, 2022 at 6 pm in the Parish Boardroom. Please register by calling the
office at 780-422-3052.

FUNERAL
For I was hungry, and you gave Me
something to eat; I was thirsty, and
you gave Me something to drink; I
was a stranger, and you invited Me
in; Matthew 25:35
We are still collecting food for our pantry
on the first Sunday of the month. Please
drop off at the church during mass or at
the rectory Monday to Friday from 9 am to
5 pm. This food is given to the needy who
come to our door. Many other parishes
have been doing this and they give to us.
As we make this a practice, our Sunday
Eucharistic becomes more complete.
While our pantry shelves are not doing to
bad we recently found out many homeless
are living in tents and able to store some
food. We are looking for food items, such
as canned meat with pull-top, instant KD,
instant rice and instant soup, where water
can be added to make a meal. This will allow us to feed the people most in need.

Linda Burfield
Shane Keast
Michelle McKay

Araura Bear
Kerry Northrop
Mass Schedule
Daily Masses from Monday to Saturday at 9 am
(Live Stream)
All Sundays at 10:00 am,
11:30 am (Indigenous Mass)
4:00 pm (Eritrean Mass) at St Clare’s Catholic
Church and
7:00 pm at Santa Maria Goretti Catholic
Church and
Holy Rosary and Adoration on Fridays at 7 pm
(Live Streaming from our Facebook)
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TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION
Call to Action nº 1: “Providing adequate resources to enable Aboriginal communities and
child-welfare organizations to keep Aboriginal
families together where it is safe to do so, and
to keep children in culturally appropriate environments, regardless of where they reside.”
 We pray for all Indigenous children to
grow in their families, immersed in the
wisdom of their culture, and with all the
resources they need for good development .

MISSING AND MURDERED INDIGENOUS WOMEN AND GIRLS REPORT
Call for Justice nº 12.5: We call upon all levels of government for financial supports and
resources to be provided so that family or
community members of children of missing
and murdered Indigenous women, girls, and
2SLGBTQQIA people are capable of caring
for the children left behind. Further, all governments must ensure the availability and accessibility of specialized care, such as grief,
loss, trauma, and other required services, for
children left behind who are in care due to the
murder or disappearance of their caregiver .
 We pray that all levels of government
provide financial supports and resources so that family or community
members of children of missing and
murdered Indigenous women, girls,
and two spirit people are capable of
caring for the children left behind .

Call to Prayer
Creator God, we pray for Love. We thank you
for the love that these families and communities hold for their daughters, mothers, grandmothers, aunties, sisters, cousins, and friends.
We mourn with them. We pray for all those
who lives are marked by trauma because of
these murders and disappearances. Hold them
in love, Abba. Catch every tear that falls.

14

June 11, 2022

15

June 11, 2022

Sacramental Preparation at
Sacred Heart
Please contact Fr. Mark through the office,
780-422-3052 to set up time for youth and
adult preparation of First Communion, First
Reconciliation and Confirmation. Parents or
guardians must accompany children for the
classes. Candidates can receive their first
communion and confirmation at a Sunday
Mass of their choice. Contact Fr. Mark
through the office, 780-422-3052.

STAR OF THE NORTH RETREAT CENTRE
UPCOMING EVENTS
www.starofthenorth.ca, 780-459-5511

STAR GARDEN—PLANTING TEAMS The Star of the North is developing a
urban garden focused on increasing access to fresh produce for those in need
within our community. We are looking for volunteers to help us plant hundreds
of seeds in early June. Enjoy getting your hands dirty and learning about no-till,
mulch-based gardening techniques. Contact our garden coordinator, Clint Porritt
at programs@starofthenorth.ca or 780-459-5511 to get involved.

Come Celebrate With Us! Joan Chittister on Fratelli Tutti June 18th
signals the last day of Aurora Living Year 1 and we are gathering to mark this
milestone occasion with celebration! We invite the public to join us for a Saturday afternoon (2:307:30 pm) featuring a signature video presentation by Sr. Joan Chittister, a time of discussion, and a
powerful ritual and ceremony followed by a celebration dinner. Limited dinner tickets available, so
register early. Cost: Early-Bird Online (by June 1) - $25; In-Person with Dinner Ticket $60 www.starofthenorth.ca/celebrate

Let God Rise Up! An 8-Day Silent Retreat The invitation to enter stillness, refresh your spirit,
and renew your relationship with our loving God awaits you in this summer retreat. Prayer, daily
reflections, individual spiritual direction, Eucharist, healthy meals, walking trails, and rest are all
elements of this retreat. Sunday, July 3 to Sunday, July 10. Cost: $900. Phone 780-459-5511 or
register at www.starofthenorth.ca/silent

16

June 11, 2022

Invitations to consider...
https://providencerenewal.ca/
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BUILDING FUND UPDATE
We’d like to thank all of our donors whose contributions towards our church rebuild have made all the progress thus far possible. We couldn't have done it without
you. In particular, wed like to thank the following donors from this week:
Carmelite Monastery of St. Joseph
Swain
Aultman
Canada Helps
K of C Council # 12353

Sacred Heart Church Fund Raise
Campaign - Funds Received 36.54%

$2,000,000.00

$732,425.25

Achieved

Target
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Sacred Heart Church of the First Peoples
Please make cheques payable to:
Sacred Heart Church of the First Peoples (Rebuild)
10821 96 Street NW, Edmonton, AB T5H 2J8
To e-Transfer to Sacred Heart please send email to
rebuildsacredheart@caedm.ca
To donate with a credit card use this link from the CanadaHelps
non-profit charity: https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/64181

Receipts for income tax will be issued by Sacred Heart Church of
the First Peoples in the first week of February for donations made
by cheque and e-Transfer. For credit card donations, receipts will
be issued by CanadaHelps by e-mail upon donation.

Thank you for supporting the Rebuild of
Sacred Heart Church of the First Peoples
Name: (please print)
_______________________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________
City: ________________________ Province: _________________
Postal Code: _________________ Phone: _____:_____:________
E-mail: ________________________________________________
CanadaHelps is a registered charity dedicated to increasing charitable giving across Canada by serving donors and charities. Because it is a nonprofit, fees to process donations are a fraction of commercial channels. Donation dollars go further and work harder when you give using CanadaHelps.

SACRED HEART CHURCH OF THE FIRST PEOPLES
P: 780.422.3052 F: 780.423.0176 E: sacredheart.firstpeoples@caedm.ca
Facebook: Sacred Heart Church of the First Peoples-Catholic Church
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