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March 12, 2022 

 

NISKIPISIM (Goose Moon) 

MONTH OF MARCH 
REFLECTION 

Jesus was transfigured on the mountain. We too can have mo-
ments of transfiguration. Sometimes a blessedness comes 
down around us, a glory falls upon us from God, and life is 
sweet. In his love for us, God allows us to taste on earth the 
joys of the world to come. Lord, give us confidence in your un-
changing love for us. Help us to follow you with courage and 
lead us to the glory that never fades.  

WEEKLY SUNDAY COLLECTION  

From Sunday March 6
th
 to March 12

th
 $ 3241.00, Church Building 

Fund $  25,519.38     , Donations for the Food $  670.00 , and Recy-
clable cans and bottles $ 202.05 and Indigenous Reconciliation $ 
1314.70  .  

PARISH TEAM  

Fr. Susai Jesu, OMI  
Fr. Mark Blom, OMI  
Deacon Paul Tam 
Seminarian Jake Mullin 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

COVID Information . 2 

Announcements ...... 2 

Homily .................... 3 

Ron Rolheiser ......... 4 

Synod 2021-2023 ... 5 

Ukraine ................... 8 

Vocations ................ 9 

Development and 

Peace ..................... 10 

Ron Rolheiser  ........ 12 

Star of the North ..... 13 

40 Days to Life ........ 14 

Reconciliation Fund 15 

Workshops ............. 16 

CWL ....................... 18 

Building Fund .......... 19 

TRC ........................ 20 

Readings ................ 21 

 

We pray for those with-

out land, work or hous-

ing, that they may be 

empowered to change 

the systems that deny 

their dignity and de-

prive them of basic 

needs, we pray to the 

Lord. 

 

SACRED HEART CHURCH OF 
THE FIRST PEOPLES 

 
P: 780.422.3052 F: 780.423.0176 E: sacredheart.firstpeoples@caedm.ca 

Facebook: Sacred Heart Church of the First Peoples-Catholic Church 

 
 

mailto:sacredheart.firstpeoples@caedm.ca


 2 

March 12, 2022 

  

COVID-19 INFORATION  

alberta.ca/covid19 

CHANGES TO  
RESTRICTIONS 
Effective February 28 

• Masks are no longer required but people are free to 

continue the use of facemasks. 

• Congregational singing is allowed and the use of 

hymnbooks may resume. 

• Continue to exchange peace with people outside of 

their household with a bow and not a handshake. 

Wedding and Funerals 

• Funeral receptions, parish social gatherings and pri-

vate functions may now resume in parish halls. 

Baptism Preparation 
The next Baptism Prepara-
tion Class will be on 
Wednesday April 6, 2022 
at 6: pm in the Parish 
Boardroom. Please regis-
ter by calling the office at 
780-422-3052. 

 
Mass Schedule 

Daily Masses from Mon-
day to Saturday at 9 am 
(Live Stream) 

All Sundays at 10:00 am,  

11:30 am (Indigenous 

Mass)  

4:00 pm (Eritrean Mass) 
and  

7:00 pm at Santa Maria 
Goretti Catholic Church 
and  

Chaplet of Divine Mercy at 

3pm, Monday—Friday 

(Livestreamed) 

Holy Rosary and Adoration 

on Fridays at 7 pm (Live 

Streaming from our Face-

book) 
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People who have had a spiritual experience, 

who have been unusually touched by God’s 

grace in marvellous ways, often find they can’t 

find words to describe that experience and 

remain silent about it.  

In a similar way, today’s gospel has the apostles 

who experienced the transfiguration, remain 

silent and speak to no one about it. That silence 

is significant in the context of the previous 

verses 23 - 27, where Jesus predicts his 

passion. Today’s passage states that it is eight 

days later. It seems that a whole week of non-

activity precedes the transfiguration. It is like a 

biblical silence prepares us for this momentous 

event.  

That event was to prepare the apostles and 

disciples for the experience of Jesus’ passion, 

for his way to glory was the cross. It is also to 

serve as a preparation for us to live out our 

discipleship, our way to glory, also through the 

cross, each in our own way. 

The way to glory for us is through the cross. We 

must trust in Jesus, see the cross as a blessing, 

and pray for the faith to accept it, carry it and 

share it in our lives, and we will find joy. 

It is striking that within all that glory of clothes 

like lightening and face shinning like the sun, 

Moses and Elijah appear to Jesus and speak 

with him about his passing in Jerusalem, his 

passion. The message from this vision of these 

two Old Testament figures, Moses the great 

Lawgiver and Elijah the great prophet, is that the 

way to glory for Jesus will be the cross, and so it 

must be for us.  

In the second reading, St. Paul, who had his 

own transfiguration experience on the road to 

Damascus, provides us with a different response 

to that divine intervention. Far from remaining 

silent, once he had integrated this appearance of 

Jesus to him in blinding light that changed his 

whole belief system, Paul never stopped talking 

about it. In today’s second reading, he goes so 

far as to call his readers to be imitators of him. 

His Damascus experience had not just changed 

him, but made him so Christ-like that he could 

make that bold statement. He goes on to claim 

that we are citizens of heaven waiting for our 

Saviour, Jesus Christ, and that we live in hope of 

transformation into his glorified body. What Paul 

is already experiencing, he wants for all of us. 

For his part, the faith of Abraham, in the first 

reading, led him into a mystical experience that 

can be compared to the transfiguration in the 

Gospel. Abraham was overcome with 

drowsiness, as were the disciples. There was a 

terrifying darkness, a theophany, a God 

encounter, like the cloud that overshadowed the 

disciples. There was also light, the light of a fire 

pot and firebrand that passed between the 

animals of sacrifice, like the brightness of the 

transfiguration, and finally a sacrifice of animals 

by which God made a covenant with Abraham 

that involved the gift of land for his people. In a 

sense, this is an Old Testament account of a 

transfiguration that also changed Abraham’s life.  

The late Archbishop Raymond Roussain tells of 

a mid-night prayer time during the third week of 

an Ignatian retreat. His chronic sinus infection 

flared up and bothered him throughout his 

prayer hour. He got angry, blamed God and 

complained to Him as he got back into bed. The 

theme for prayer that he had been praying with 

was to follow Christ through his passion, death 

and resurrection. Lying there in his bed, he 

looked up at the cross and seemed to hear a 

message, “Raymond, what more do you want?” 

Realizing that his distress was his cross at that 

moment, he chose to make it his passion, his 

following of Christ, rather than a distraction. He 

then felt a deep peace and joy, as he realized 

that he was actually experiencing a graced 

moment in his retreat.  

The Eucharist is a foretaste of heaven, a mini-

transfiguration. It makes present the love of the 

one who truly lived the cross to the full in his life, 

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT—C 
The Cross as a Blessing 

(Gn 15:5-12, 17-18; Ps 26:1 , 7-9, 13-14; Phil 3:17-4:1; Lk 9:28-36) 

...we are citizens of heaven 
waiting for our Saviour... 
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FEEDING OFF LIFE’S SACRED FIRE 

All energy comes from God and all energy is 

good, but it can be wickedly misused. 

It is ironic that the ones who seem to drink most 

deeply from the wellsprings of divine energy are, 

invariably, the best and the worst, the wise and 

the wicked, saints and sinners. These mainline 

the fire. 

The rest of us, living in the gap between saints 

and sinners, tend to struggle more to actually 

catch fire, to truly drink deeply from the well-

springs of divine energy. Our struggle isn’t so 

much in misusing divine energy. Our struggle is 

in not succumbing to chronic numbness, depres-

sion, fatigue, flatness, bitterness, envy, and the 

kind of discouragement which has us going 

through life lacking fire. Great saints and great 

sinners don’t live lives of “quiet desperation”; 

they drink deeply sacred energy, become in-

flamed by that fire, and make that the source for 

either their extraordinary wisdom or their wild 

wickedness. 

This insight that saints and sinners feed off the 

same source, isn’t just an interesting irony. It’s 

an important truth that can help us better under-

stand our relationship to God, to the things of 

this world, and to ourselves. We must be clear 

on what’s good and what’s bad, otherwise we 

end up both misunderstanding ourselves and 

misunderstanding the energies of our world. 

So where do sin and evil enter? They enter in 

when we misuse the good energy that God has 

given us, and they enter in when we relate in 

bad ways to the good things of creation. Simply 

put: We are good and creation around us is 

good, but we can relate to it in the wrong way, 

precisely through selfishness, greed, or violence. 

Likewise, our energies are good, including all 

those energies that underlie our propensity to-

wards pride, greed, lust, envy, anger, and sloth; 

but we can misuse those energies and draw up-

on life’s sacred fire in very self-serving, lustful, 

greedy, and wicked ways. 

Sin and evil, therefore, arise out of the misuse of 

our energies, not out of the energies themselves. 

The wise and wicked both feed off the same sa-

cred fire.  

Ron Rolheiser, San Antonio, Texas 

Jesus, who invites us to follow him, be like him. 

So remember, the way to glory is through the 

cross. Trust in Jesus. See the cross as a 

blessing. Pray for the faith to accept it, carry it 

and share it in our lives, and we will find joy.   

Archbishop Emeritus Sylvain Lavoie, OMI 
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Synod 2021-2023 

Live in Communion 

Achieve Participation 

Open in Mission 

March 2022—Listening Sessions 

at the Rectory Chapel 4pm-6pm 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 

Justice & 

Peace 

4 5 

6 7 8 

Parishioners 

9 10 

Parish 

Council 

11 12 

13 14 15 

 

16 

Parishioners 

17 

Musicians 

18 19 

20 21 

Oblate 

22 

Parishioners 

23 24 

Outreach 

25 26 

27 28 29 

 

30 

Parishioners 

31 

Finance 
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As we are called to embrace this synodal path of the Synod 2021-2023, this prayer invites the 
Holy Spirit to operate within us so that we may be a community and a people of grace  

 

 

We stand before You, Holy Spirit, 
 as we gather together in Your name. 
With You alone to guide us, 
 make Yourself at home in our hearts; 
Teach us the way we must go 
 and how we are to pursue it. 
We are weak and sinful; 
 do not let us promote disorder. 
 Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path 
 nor partiality influence our actions. 
Let us find in You our unity 
 so that we may journey together to eternal life  
 and not stray from the way of truth 
 and what is right. 
All this we ask of You, 
 who are at work in every place and 
time,  
 in the communion of the Father and 
the Son,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

During the Listening Sessions, the Leader will ask guiding questions to help speakers 

respond to the questions put forth by Pope Franc is. If you would prefer to write about 

what the church means to you, you can submit letters or other writings to one of the Lis-

tening Session Leaders and it will be submitted with the other responses. 

A Synodal Church, in announcing the Gospel, “journeys together.” 
How is this “journeying together” happening today in your local 
Church? What steps does the Spirit invite us to take in order to grow in 
our “journeying together”? 

The following is a list of the Listening Session Leaders. 
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Father Susai Jesu, OMI is preparing 

to go to Rome with the Indigenous sec-

ondary delegates to meet with Pope Fran-

cis on April 1st 2022. 

The meetings, beginning March 28, are an 

opportunity for Indigenous Elders, 

knowledge keepers, residential school 

survivors, and youth to share their expe-

riences and thoughts with the Holy Father. 

The First Nations, Metis, and Inuit dele-

gates will meet with Pope Francis over 

five days, ending with a final audience in-
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“Oblates do not leave people, even until the end.” 

Fr. Pavlo Vyshkovskyi OMI gives interview from the capital city of Kyiv. Follow this interview from 

Vatican News. You can listen to the full interview to get a understanding of the Oblate ministry in 

Ukraine at this time. I spent a month with Fr. Pavlo in Rome in 2016 at our Oblate General Chapter 

when he was Superior of the Delegation of Ukraine and I was Provincial of Lacombe Oblate Province.  

Fr. Ken Forster OMI 

As Russian artillery pounds Ukrainian cities in hopes of softening up resistance, Fr. Pavlo Vyshkov-

skyi, OMI refuses to entertain the notion of abandoning the faithful entrusted to his care. 

The missionary now serves, with two other Oblates assisting him, as the parish priest of St. Nicholas 

Catholic Church in the capital, Kyiv. 

 

Fr. Pavlo Vyshlovskyi OMI with a load of supplies for distribution. By Devin Watkins 

The website vaticannews.va/en/church/news/2022-03  has the interview available to view. 

If you want to support Ukraine through the Oblates send through MAMI.  

Please help the Missionary Oblates help the people of Ukraine. 

You can donate on-line through our website: www.omilacombe.ca/mami/donations;  

E-transfer to lacombemami@sasktel.net; 

Call our office directly 1-866-432-6264;   

Send a cheque payable to AMMI Lacombe Canada MAMI or bring to Parish Office 

Mail to 601 Taylor Street West, Saskatoon, SK S7M 0C9. 

Income tax receipts are available for all donations. 

To date, Thursday March 10
th
, $75,000 has been wired over to assist the needy through the ministry 

of the Oblates. 

about:blank
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Luke’s version of the transfiguration of our Lord 

Jesus differs from the other synoptic gospels in 

minor ways that reflect his particular understand-

ing of Jesus and his mission. The setting is a 

special time of prayer, always a sign in Luke’s 

gospel that something important is about to take 

place. In the larger context of the Gospel, this 

scene occurs just after Peter’s confession of faith 

and between the two Jesus’ predictions of the 

passion. In the passage, Jesus is portrayed 

speaking with Moses (representing the Law) and 

Elijah (the prophets) about his “passage” (the 

Greek word is “Exodus”), by which the evangelist 

Luke talks about the suffering, death, and resur-

rection Jesus was about to undergo in Jerusa-

lem.  

The message of the voice from heaven is clearly 

directed to the early Christian community, affirm-

ing that Jesus is God’s Son, the chosen One, 

and insisting that they “listen to Him.” The voice 

from Heaven is still saying, “This is my Son, 

whom I have chosen; listen to him.”  God speaks 

daily to us do we really lend our ears and hearts 

to listen to His voice? Pope Francis beautifully 

puts it, ‘This is the first step in order to grow in 

our faith journey: listening.’ Lent is a time of 

learning to listen to God as we prepare to cele-

brate the feast of the paschal mystery of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. Probably the disciples failed to lis-

ten and understand His identity, mission, king-

dom, His demands and turn their deaf ears to the 

radical call of Jesus. The voice from heaven re-

minds them to embrace the attitude of Listening. 

To follow Jesus means we need to listen to Him. 

Listening to God is becoming more and more dif-

ficult as we are in a society full of noise, over-

stimulated, and bombarded by information. The 

outer noises in our society prevent us to be open 

to God’s voice. Do we know how to silence our 

hearts and listen to the voice of God? It is imper-

ative that We learn how to listen carefully to His 

voice and His word in order to learn how to view 

things in our life with the eyes of faith and to be 

open to God’s call and mission. We shall seek to 

listen to him in our Lenten journey.  

During the Old testament God often spoke 

through other people. Still, He speaks through 

other people today. Lent is also a season for us 

Christians to listen for God’s voice in others as 

we strive every day to be better people. We need 

to learn to listen for God’s voice in others not only 

to listen for what God might be saying to us but 

also for what God might be teaching us about 

God at work in the other person. Therefore, let us 

tune ourselves to listen for God’s voice in others.  

To follow Jesus requires obeying him, which re-

quires hearing him, which requires listening to 

him. As simple as that might sound, this could be 

the heart of our journey in this season of Lent. 

Hearing is happenstance but listening intently is 

a choice therefore let us choose to listen to God 

and listen for God’s voice in others in this Lenten 

season.  

By Vijay Deivanayagam, OMI 

“LISTEN TO HIM”: LISTENING TO AND FOR GOD’S VOICE 
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BALANCING ACTION AND CONTEMPLATION 

Balance among “being” and “doing” is like look-
ing for the Kingdom, a question of searching for 
a narrow door that few find. 

I know only of two kinds of persons: those with 
too much to do and those who do not have 
enough to do. I know no one whom I can look at 
with genuine envy and say: “He or she has it just 
right!” Everyone I know, myself included, is either 
over-pressured or is frustrated because they 
would like to be doing more. Balance … to have 
just the right amount of work coupled with the 
right amount of prayer, to have a healthy combi-
nation of pressure and leisure, is a thing rarely 
seen. 

Given this perennial struggle for balance, it can 
be useful to lay out some general principles 
which, while not necessarily all that practical, at 
least help show us where, theoretically, the bal-
ance lies. I offer these somewhat apologetically, 
knowing that, in this area, I can hardly present 
myself as a paradigm. 

Nonetheless, for what they are worth, here are 
some principles for balancing our lives:  

• Have enough interiority in life to make for 
mysticism but have enough family and disrup-
tion in life to make for healthy displacement. 

• Have enough interiority in life to make for soul 
but have enough obligations and involve-

ments to make for a sense of the corporate. 

• Have enough solitude in life to make for en-
joyment but enough dutiful work to identify 
you with the poor. 

• Have enough withdrawal and self-care in life 
to safeguard health, but enough conscription 
and duty to let you know your life is not your 
own. 

• Have enough of God’s agenda to let you 
know that this world is not ultimate, but 
enough of the world’s agenda to let you know 
that your task here is to help God shape the 
earth. 

• Be enough at home to realize that your family 
is primary but be enough in the world to let 
you know that the world is your ultimate fami-
ly. 

• Have enough involvement in prayer and 
church groups to be considered pious, but 
enough concern about politics and justice to 
be considered radical. 

• Be enough Mary to sit, passively, at the feet 
of Jesus, but enough Martha to not have a 
privileged escape from the everyday, mun-
dane duties of life.  

Ron Rolheiser, San Antonio, Texas 
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STAR OF THE NORTH RETREAT CENTRE UP-

COMING EVENTS 
www.starofthenorth.ca, 780-459-5511  

Lenten Art Exhibit Drop into Star of the North during office hours (M-F 

8:30 am to 4:00 pm) for a self-guided prayer walk through Kisemanito Pakiti-

nasuwin - The Creator’s Sacrifice. This powerful set of 17 large prints by late 

Cree artist Ovide Bighetty depict the passion of Jesus Christ and are arranged 

in a contemplative "stations of the cross"–style. starofthenorth.ca/creators-

sacrifice 

Healing the Healers is an internationally acclaimed workshop on spiritual suffering facilitated by 

Sacred Art of Living Centre for Spiritual Formation. March 18 & 19 from 9:00 am to 4:30 pm (MT). 

Cost: $300  starofthenorth.ca/healing-1  

Seasons of Our Lives Retreat with Debbie Doornbos. Explore our own life’s seasons more 

deeply, to notice how each season can enrich us, challenge us, and help us draw closer to the God. 

A weekend retreat March 25-27. Cost: Online $90; Commuter $180; Live-in; 

$250. www.starofthenorth.ca/seasons 

Aurora Living: Formation Through Word & Creation. Our upcoming spring module 

is Leadership: Empowered for Service and will feature contributions from Graydon Nicholas 

(former Lieutenant Governor of New Brunswick), Ron Rolheiser, Joan Chittister, Dr. Ray Aldred, 

Becky Bonham and others. Join a community at the intersection of faith & contemporary issues: 

creation care, social justice & reconciliation. Opening retreat: April 1-3, 2022. www.starofthenorth.ca/

leadership 

For I was hungry, and you gave Me 

something to eat; I was thirsty, and 

you gave Me something to drink; I 

was a stranger, and you invited Me in;  
Matthew 25:35 

On the First Sundays of the month food will 

be collected at Masses. This food is given 

to the needy who come to our door. Many 

other parishes have been doing this and 

they give to us. As we make this a practice, 

our Sunday Eucharistic becomes more 

complete.  

Thanks to the donations from many people 

and other parishes, our pantry shelves are 

looking better. We have recently found out 

many homeless are living in tents and able 

to store some food. We are looking for food 

items, such as canned meat with pull-top, 

instant KD, instant rice and instant soup, 

where water can be added to make a meal. 

This will allow us to feed the people most in 

need. 

http://www.starofthenorth.ca/
http://www.starofthenorth.ca/creators-sacrifice
http://www.starofthenorth.ca/creators-sacrifice
https://www.starofthenorth.ca/healers-information
http://www.starofthenorth.ca/seasons
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Mary Rose Donnelly and Rose Shivak  are participating in this event. Please contact them at the office  

780-422-3052 if you would like to join them. Many of the ladies from the CWL are looking as working 

as a group. 
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The Catholic Bishops of Canada have announced an Indigenous Reconciliation Fund to advance 
healing and reconciliation initiatives.  The Archdiocese is committed to working with the bishops of 
Canada to meet the goal of securing $30 million over a five year period.   

We have entered an era of reconciliation with the Indigenous peoples and this is an important step in 
our journey.  Funds raised locally will remain in the area and will support culture and language revital-
ization, education and community building and healing and reconciliation for communities and fami-
lies.  

For the faithful who wish to contribute to the Indigenous Reconciliation Fund, there will be two special 
collections across the Archdiocese on March 5/6 and March 12/13 weekends.  There will be enve-
lopes for this purpose at the parish or through the on-line donation link found at https://caedm.ca/
IndigenousRelations. 

We are committed to continue the journey with the First Nations, Métis and Inuit Peoples of this land. 
For more information, please contact the Archdiocese website caedm.ca or visit www.cccb.ca. 

Announcement 

The Catholic Bishops of Canada have announced an Indigenous Reconciliation Fund to advance 
healing and reconciliation initiatives.  The Archdiocese is committed to working with the bishops of 
Canada to meet the goal of securing $30 million over a five year period.   

For the faithful who wish to contribute to the Indigenous Reconciliation Fund, there will be two special 
collections across the Archdiocese on March 5/6 and March 12/13 weekends.  There will be enve-
lopes for this purpose or a link for on-line donations. 

For more information, please see the bulletin. 

Intercession – for the March 5/6 and March 12/13 weekends 

We pray for the Bishops across Canada as they address the historical and ongoing trauma 
caused by the residential school system, and lead the faithful on the path to healing and rec-
onciliation, we pray to the Lord. 

We pray that the church and government leaders courageously reconcile the truth regarding 
residential schools. May they develop strategies, in collaboration with indigenous communi-
ties, to unite and to heal, we pray to the Lord. 

We pray for all Canadians. May we open our minds and hearts to the truth regarding residential 
schools, we pray to the Lord. 

Indigenous Reconciliation Fund -  Financial Messaging 

Archbishop Smith, in his letter dated February 9, 2022, indicated that the Archdiocese and its parish-
es will contribute $3 million toward the national goal. In the fall of 2021, discussions were held with 
the clergy and representatives of parish finance councils. A decision was made that the funding 
would be $2 million from the Archdiocese and $1 million from the parishes.  

In 2021, the total interest paid from the Concentration Account was $2.23 million of which $1 million 
went to the Indigenous Reconciliation Fund. This was possible by the parishes foregoing investment 
income for the third quarter and part of the fourth quarter of 2021. 

A good number of parishioners have expressed a desire to help in a practical way. As such, we are 
going to host two opportunities to contribute to this fund on the weekends of March 5-6, and March 
12-13, 2022. The upcoming collections are an opportunity for the faithful to contribute if they wish. 

To hear a message from Archbishop Richard Smith  go to the following link: https://www.cbc.ca/listen/
live-radio/1-52-radio-active/clip/15896864-new-fund-catholic-church  

https://caedm.ca/IndigenousRelations
https://caedm.ca/IndigenousRelations
http://www.cccb.ca
https://www.cbc.ca/listen/live-radio/1-52-radio-active/clip/15896864-new-fund-catholic-church
https://www.cbc.ca/listen/live-radio/1-52-radio-active/clip/15896864-new-fund-catholic-church
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         Our Lady of  Mercy Parish 
 

 

 

Our Lady of Mercy Parish will be offering a four day workshop on personal boundaries.   It is spon-

sored by The Redemptorist Centre for Growth and its Healing and Wellness Program for First Na-

tions. 

Creating Better Boundaries 

~ within and without ~ 

 

Healthy boundaries are limits and rules you set for yourself, that protect the inner self and deter-

mines where you put your time and energy. 

 

Types of boundaries: physical, intellectual, emotional, sexual, financial/material  

and time. 

Examples: 

At work do you take on every request ….  when you really want to say no? 

At home are you doing most of the work, scheduling and planning? 

Do you have a friend whose conversations often leave you drained and unhappy? 

Do you let the negative energies of family and/or community members   

pull you down? 

Do you try to please everyone around you just so you can feel needed? 

Does saying “no” make you feel guilty or like you’re letting people down? 

Do you let negative memories from the past overwhelm your spirit? 

 

If so, you’re not alone. The problem? Boundary & Identity Issues. 

 

Place:    Our Lady of Mercy Parish. Exoch 

Proposed dates:  March 19, March 26, April 2 and April 9, 2022  

Time:    10:30 am to 3:30 pm  

Noon break,   One-half hour. Bring your own lunch 

Participants:   Maximum of 16, first come first serve 

Cost:   Donations only 

Coordinating team: Colin Levangie, MPC, MA, Bernadette Cameron, MFCG, MSW,  

Bob Cardinal, Elder 

Resgistation/Inquires: Colin Levangie:  

  clevangie@telus.net,  

  Phone: 780-953-3948 

 
This workshop will help boost your self-worth, self-image and confidence.  

You will gain more control of your life and feel more grounded. 

mailto:clevangie@telus.net
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                 Our Lady of Mercy Parish 

 

 

 

Our Lady of Mercy Parish will be offering a Healing Circle, sponsored by The Redemptorist Centre for 

Growth and its Healing and Wellness Program for First Nations. 

 

The Healing Circle 

Healing Circles are safe havens for telling our stories and experiencing healing change 

They help us step out of ordinary time into a safe and accepting environment in which we can ex-

plore and find support and healing. 

With open minds, we work together to discover the best ways to remove obstacles to healing and 

alleviate suffering,  

With open hearts, we access our own inner guidance to understand where the greatest healing – in 

body, emotions, mind and spirit – can occur. 

Members of the circle have an equal voice and are as such, freed to find ways to support their own 

healing.  

Place:    Our Lady of Mercy Parish, Enoch 

Dates:    To be determined 

Time:    Evenings 7 pm to 9:30 pm 

Participants:   Maximum 12, first come first served 

Coordinating team:  Berni Cameron, MSW, MFCG, Colin Levangie, MPC, MA 

 Bob Cardinal, Elder 

Inquiries/Registration:  Bernadette Cameron  

    bcrtravellers@yahoo.ca  

    Phone 780-953-3947 

 
“Courage doesn’t happen when you have all the answers. It happens when you are ready to face the 

questions you have been avoiding” Shannon Alder 
  

 

 

 

mailto:bcrtravellers@yahoo.ca
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At the annual national convention in 1923, the CWL passed a reso-

lution to adopt Our Lady of Good Counsel as the League's patron-

ess. The account of the flight of an icon from Scutari, Albania to 

Genazzano, Italy is central to the story of Our Lady of Good Coun-

sel. 

In the fourth century a church dedicated to the Mother of Good 

Counsel was built in Genazanno, a town located about 60 km from 

Rome.  In 1356, the church, by then dilapidated, came under the Augustinian Fathers' administration. 

Even though the restorations which started in 1467 were generously subsidized by Petruzzia, a 

wealthy tertiary Augustinian, work was halted due to insufficient funds. On April 25, 1467, during cel-

ebrations for the Feast of St. Mark, a cloud descended on the Church of the Mother of Good Coun-

sel. Once the cloud vanished, an exquisite icon of Our Lady holding the Christ Child was seen sus-

pended on an unfinished wall of the church.   

Around the same time, two Albanians fleeing Turkish invasion had 

stopped in Scutari to pray in a church where a special Marian devo-

tion was widely practised. They gazed upon an icon bearing the im-

age of  Our Lady and the Christ Child, and  presently they saw the 

icon lifting off the wall and moving away. The two men followed it to 

Rome.  Later they found the same icon in the Church of the Mother 

of Good Counsel in Genazzano. 

Subsequently, Pope Paul II (pontiff 1464-1471) commissioned prel-

ates to investigate the affair. It was confirmed an icon of Our Lady 

and the Christ Child displayed at the church in Scutari had indeed 

disappeared, leaving a space on the wall. Numerous miracles were 

recorded at the Genazanno church in the months following the icon's 

appearance. 

Written by Judith Frank 

Sacramental Preparation at Sacred Heart 
Please contact Fr. Mark through the office, 780-422-3052 to set up time for 

youth and adult preparation of First Communion, First Reconciliation and 
Confirmation. Parents or guardians must accompany children for the classes. 

Candidates can receive their first communion and confirmation at a Sunday 
Mass of their choice.  Contact Fr. Mark through the office, 780-422-3052. 
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BUILDING FUND UPDATE 

$658,745.45 

$2,000,000.00 

 $-

 $500,000.00

 $1,000,000.00

 $1,500,000.00

 $2,000,000.00

 $2,500,000.00

Achieved Target

Sacred Heart Church Fund Raise Campaign - Funds Received 32.94%

Series1

Linear (Series1)

L. Romanick 

M. Galvez 

A. Roberts 

H. Wynters 

Kasper 

L. Pathros 

St. Boniface Oblates 

Sisters of St. Martha 

Sisters of Charity Immaculate Conception 
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MISSING AND MURDERED INDIGE-

NOUS WOMEN AND GIRLS REPORT 

Call for Justice nº 12.6: We call upon all 

governments and child welfare services to 

ensure that, in cases where apprehension is 

not avoidable, child welfare services prioritize 

and ensure that a family member or mem-

bers, or a close community member, as-

sumes care of Indigenous children. The care-

givers should be eligible for financial supports 

equal to an amount that might otherwise be 

paid to a foster family, and will not have other 

government financial support or benefits re-

moved or reduced by virtue of receiving addi-

tional financial sup- ports for the purpose of 

caring for the child. This is particularly the 

case for children who lose their mothers to 

violence or to institutionalization and are left 

behind, needing family and belonging to heal.  

• We pray that everyone of us protect, 

support, and promote the safety of 

women, girls, and two spirit people by 

acknowledging and respecting the val-

ue of every person and every commu-

nity, as well as the right of Indigenous 

women, girls, and two spirit people to 

generate their own, self-determined 

solutions.   

TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COM-

MISSION 

Call to Action nº 31: “We call upon the federal, 

provincial, and territorial governments to pro-

vide sufficient and stable funding to implement 

and evaluate community sanctions that will pro-

vide realistic alternatives to imprisonment for 

Aboriginal offenders and respond to the under-

lying causes of offending.” 

• We pray for the implementation of real-

istic alternatives to imprisonment for 

Aboriginal offenders and respond to 

theunderlying causes of offending. 

 

Prayer for Missing and Murdered 

Indigenous Women and Girls 

Creator God, we pray for Love. We thank you for 

the love that these families and communities hold 

for their daughters, mothers, grandmothers, aunt-

ies, sisters, cousins, and friends. We mourn with 

them. We pray for all those who lives are marked 

by trauma because of these murders and disap-

pearances. Hold them in love, Abba. Catch every 

tear that falls.  
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FIRST READING 

A reading from the Book of Genesis 

(Genesis 15.5-12, 17-18) 

The Lord said to Abram: “Look toward heaven 

and count the stars, if you are able to count 

them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your de-

scendants be.” And he believed the Lord; and 

the Lord reckoned it to him as righteousness. 

Then the Lord said to Abram, “I am the Lord 

who brought you from Ur of the Chaldeans, to 

give you this land to possess.” But Abram said, 

“O Lord God, how am I to know that I shall pos-

sess it?” 

The Lord said to him, “Bring me a heifer three 

years old, a female goat three years old, a ram 

three years old, a turtledove, and a young pi-

geon.” Abram brought the Lord all these and cut 

them in two, laying each half over against the 

other; but he did not cut the birds in two. And 

when birds of prey came down on the carcass-

es, Abram drove them away. 

As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell 

upon Abram, and a deep and terrifying dark-

ness descended upon him. When the sun had 

gone down and it was dark, a smoking fire pot 

and a flaming torch passed between these piec-

es. 

On that day the Lord made a covenant with 

Abram, saying, “To your descendants I give this 

land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, 

the river Euphrates.”   

Thanks be to God. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Psalm 27) 

Response: The Lord is my light and my sal-

vation. 

The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom 

shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my 

life; of whom shall I be afraid? R. 

Hear, O Lord, when I cry aloud, be gracious to 

me and answer me! “Come,” my heart says, 

“seek his face!” Your face, Lord, do I seek. R. 

READINGS FOR THE SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT 

Do not hide your face from me. Do not turn your 

servant away in anger, you who have been my 

help. Do not cast me off, do not forsake me, O 

God of my salvation! R. 

I believe that I shall see the goodness of the 

Lord in the land of the living. Wait for the Lord; 

be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait 

for the Lord! R. .  

SECOND READING 

A reading from Paul's letter to the Philippi-

ans  

(Philippians 3.20-4.1) 

But our citizenship is in heaven, and it is from 

there that we are expecting a Saviour, the Lord 

Jesus Christ. He will transform the body of our 

humiliation that it may be conformed to the body 

of his glory, by the power that also enables him 

to make all things subject to himself. 

Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love 

and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm, my 

beloved, in the Lord in this way.   

Thanks be to God  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!. 

From the bright cloud the Father's voice is 

heard: This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to 

him.. 

Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 

GOSPEL READING 

A reading from the Gospel according to 

Luke  (Luke 9.28b-36) 

Jesus took with him Peter and John and James, 

and went up on the mountain to pray. And while 

he was praying, the appearance of his face 

changed, and his clothes became dazzling 

white. 

Suddenly they saw two men, Moses and Elijah, 

talking to Jesus. They appeared in glory and 

were speaking of his exodus, which he was 

about to accomplish at Jerusalem. 

Now Peter and his companions were weighed 
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down with sleep; but since they had stayed awake, they saw his glory and the two men who stood 

with him. 

Just as they were leaving him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good for us to be here; let us make 

three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah,” but Peter did not know what he said. 

While he was saying this, a cloud came and overshadowed them; and they were terrified as they en-

tered the cloud. Then from the cloud came a voice that said, “This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to 

him!” When the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. 

And the disciples kept silent and in those days told no one any of the things they had seen.   

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 
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SACRED HEART CHURCH OF THE FIRST PEOPLES 

 
P: 780.422.3052 F: 780.423.0176 E: sacredheart.firstpeoples@caedm.ca 

Facebook: Sacred Heart Church of the First Peoples-Catholic Church 

Sacred Heart Church of the First Peoples 

Please make cheques payable to: 

Sacred Heart Church of the First Peoples (Rebuild) 

10821 96 Street NW, Edmonton, AB T5H 2J8 

To e-Transfer to Sacred Heart please send email to 

rebuildsacredheart@caedm.ca 

To donate with a credit card use this link from the CanadaHelps  
non-profit charity: https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/64181 

 

Receipts for income tax will be issued by Sacred Heart Church of 
the First Peoples in the first week of February for donations made 
by cheque and e-Transfer. For credit card donations, receipts will 
be issued by CanadaHelps by e-mail upon donation. 

 

 

Name: (please print) 

_______________________________________________________ 

Address: _______________________________________________ 

City: ________________________ Province: _________________ 

Postal Code: _________________ Phone: _____:_____:________ 

E-mail: ________________________________________________ 

CanadaHelps is a registered charity dedicated to increasing charitable giv-
ing across Canada by serving donors and charities. Because it is a non-
profit, fees to process donations are a fraction of commercial channels. Do-
nation dollars go further and work harder when you give using Cana-
daHelps. 

Thank you for supporting the Rebuild of Sa-
cred Heart Church of the First Peoples 

mailto:sacredheart.firstpeoples@caedm.ca
mailto:t.firstpeoples@caedm.ca
mailto:rebuildsacredheart@caedm.ca
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