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March 26, 2022 

 

NISKAPISIM (Goose Moon) 

MONTH OF MARCH 
REFLECTIONS 

In our Gospel today, we hear Jesus telling the parable of the Prodigal Son, 
the youngest son, who asked for his share of his father’s inheritance and 
then wasted his money on extravagant living. Yet, when he finally re-
turned to his family, instead of rejecting him, his father welcomed him 
back with open arms. As we celebrate Mass today, God is calling each one 
of us to turn back to Him so that he can welcome us with open arms.  
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For those working to 

end inequalities, espe-

cially those of hunger 

and famine, that they 

may achieve solutions 

that sustainable and 

equitably share the 

land and food and pro-

vide nourishment for 

all, we pray to the Lord. 
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Ron Rolheiser, Oblate theologian and spiritual 

writer, sometimes uses this saying in his presen-

tations: Act like God, and you get to feel like God.  

Learn to forgive as God forgives, and you will feel 

God’s peace and joy. 

In 2007, then National Chief Phil Fontaine invited 

me to speak at a Truth and Reconciliation confer-

ence in Calgary he organized. During my talk I 

happened to use the word forgiveness. After the 

talk, a rather hostile psychologist angrily accosted 

me with these remarks, “How dare you use that 

word, forgiveness? It does not belong in this pro-

cess. You are using it only because you are a 

Christian.” I protested that according to my expe-

rience, unless people at least move towards for-

giveness, they would be angry the rest of their 

lives. The psychologist retorted it was all right to 

be angry as long as it did not control that person. 

Obviously, this psychologist did not believe in for-

giveness, a stance shared by all too many espe-

cially professional persons in our day.  

The first reading today recounts an Exodus jour-

ney completed and the beginning of a new way of 

life that was commemorated by a Passover 

Feast. May I suggest that for us, and for our ad-

dictive society, this new way of life could be a life 

of happy, free sobriety, based on the God-given 

power to forgive.  

For its part, the Gospel begins with a complaint 

by the scribes and Pharisees over the inclusive-

ness of Jesus ministry, an inclusiveness based 

on forgiveness. Jesus then recounts to them that 

famous story of the Prodigal Son that should be 

called the Parable of the Loving Father and Two 

Lost Sons. In that story we are shown an image 

of a God filled with compassion and love, through 

the figure of the loving father who forgives his 

wayward son even before he leaves home, and 

who waits for him to repent and return.  

We are also given two metaphors in this story for 

our stance toward this overwhelming compassion 

of God. One is the son who repented and re-

turned to receive his father’s forgiveness. The 

other is the righteous son who never strayed, yet 

was filled with anger, resentment, jealousy and 

unforgiveness. These are two examples of our 

own spiritual journey. Which one resembles us? 

The youngest son sinned, but repented and hum-

bly returned to seek forgiveness. The eldest son, 

though he never left home, has the most difficult 

spiritual journey to make, to admit and deal with 

his own defects of character, the greatest of 

which is unforgiveness, a bitterness revealed as 

he disowns his own brother.  

St. Paul in the second reading proclaims that we 

are a new creation in Christ; that this is all gift 

and grace. We are reconciled with God and for-

given through Christ and now we must come 

back and be reconciled to God, like the prodigal 

son. More, we are to be transformed in the pro-

cess to become the righteousness of God, to be 

just like God, to forgive as God forgives. This is 

the nature of this new way of life carved out of the 

vicissitudes of life for us by Jesus, the Son of 

God and Son of Man.  

Dare we believe this and dare we respond? One 

person who did in an exemplary manner is 

Bonita. A man sexually abused her when she 

was fourteen. Later, she fell in love with his broth-

er and ended up marrying her abuser’s brother. 

Though she was able to live in the same commu-

nity as her abuser, her repressed anger was all 

too apparent, even though she was very involved 

with the church. Then her abuser’s son molested 

her daughter, his own cousin, when she was thir-

teen. They moved to Bonita’s home community. 

Years later, Bonita’s own son abused that girl’s 

daughter, his own niece. Bonita had him put in a 

correctional centre for youth, then fell apart as 

three generations of abuse, including her own un-

resolved pain, landed on her.  

Thankfully, she accepted to go on a 12 Step heal-

ing journey and finally was ready to communicate 

her pain to her abuser with love (Step 6). She 

cried her way through her letter that was her way 

of trying to forgive him, then unbelievably, she 

asked him to forgive her for the way she had 

treated him for 35 years. In doing this, she was  

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT—C 
Act like God, Feel like God 

(Joshua 5.9a, 10-12; Psalm 34; 2 Cor 5..17-21; Lukw 15.1-3,11-32) 
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Act like God, Feel like God continued 

set free from anger and resentment, guilt and 

fear and shame. She was both the prodigal 

daughter and the loving parent in the gospel sto-

ry. This, this is the nature of this new way of life 

that Jesus came to show us and to give us. Can 

we follow Bonita’s example and share in this 

new way of life? 

The Eucharist is itself an experience of for-

giveness as we are washed clean by God’s 

Word and healed by the reception of the Body 

and Blood of Jesus. We are also empowered to 

be like the loving Father, extending God’s for-

giveness to all those in need of it.  

So, let us take Ron Rolheiser at his word, learn 

to forgive as God forgives, and we will get to feel 

like God, to experience peace and joy in our 

lives. 

Archbishop Emeritus Sylvain Lavoie, OMI 

The resurrection of Jesus has many dimensions. 

At one level, it was a physical event. The dead 
body of Jesus was raised, the cosmic universe at 
its deepest level suddenly had a new set of laws, 
and the very atoms of this universe, as nature first 
arranged them, were rearranged. Something radi-
cally new, physically new, as radical, and new as 
the original creation, appeared within history. This 
aspect should never be understated. 

However, the resurrection was also a spiritual 
event and that too is important. In the resurrection 
of Jesus, we are given not just the potential for a 
resurrected body and a resurrected cosmos, we 
are also given the possibility of forgiveness, of 
being forgiven and of forgiving each other. That 
new possibility and its radical novelty should also 
never be understated. From the beginning of time 
until Jesus’ resurrection, dead bodies stayed 
dead. And from Adam and Eve until that same 
resurrection, wounded and dead hearts stayed 
wounded and dead. All that has now changed. 
There are new possibilities. 

What is new in the resurrection is not just the un-
believable new possibility of physical resurrection. 
The resurrection gives us to the equally unbeliev-
able possibility of the newness of life that forgiv-
ing and being forgiven brings. In our day-to-day 
lives, that is how we are asked to appropriate the 
resurrection of Jesus, by forgiving and by letting 
ourselves be forgiven. 

In Mark’s account of the death and resurrection, 
our human condition is symbolized by a young 
man who was following Jesus’ journey to the 
cross from a safe distance. At a certain point this 
young man, who is wearing only a white linen 
cloth, is seized. He escapes his captors and flees 
naked, leaving the cloth behind. 

That betrayal is yours and mine. But we next 

meet him on Easter Sunday, sitting on the tomb 

of the resurrected Jesus, wearing again his linen 

cloth, and announcing to the whole world that Je-

sus has been raised, that an unbelievable new-

ness has burst into our world, and that there is 

something even beyond our wounds, sins, and 

betrayals.  

Ron Rolheiser, San Antonio, Texas 

THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST 

BRINGS FORTHFORGIVENESS 

Father Susai received a new stole to use in 

Rome. This beautiful stole is made by  

Veronica Kennedy. 
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SACRED HEART CHURCH OF THE 

FIRST PEOPLES 

10821 – 96 Street, Edmonton, Alberta T5H 2J8    P: 780.422.3052                    

E: sacredheart.firstpeoples@caedm.ca 

Pray for the delegates going to meet with 
Pope Francis at the end of the month 

Gary Gagnon (St. Albert)—
Primary Delegate (one of three 
from Alberta) 
Representing the Métis Nation. Gary is a vice

-president of the Metis Nation of Alberta and 

a cultural facilitator with the Indigenous 

Learning Services Program at Edmonton 

Catholic Schools. 

Fr. Susai Jesu, OMI (Sacred 

Heart Church of the First Peo-

ples)—Secondary Delegate 

Fr. Susai is the pastor at Sacred Heart 

Church of the First Peoples in Edmonton. 

https://www.ecsd.net/page/1334/indigenous-learning-services
https://www.ecsd.net/page/1334/indigenous-learning-services
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Prayer for Reconciliation 

Father of us all, 

we acknowledge the truth, and we eek 

to work for reconciliation amongst the children of your family; 

between Indigenous and non-Indigenous Canadians. 

As Pope Francis continues to meet at the Vatican with  

the First Nations the Metis and the Inuit,  

we ask you to help hm to listen with all his heart. 

Give the delegates wisdom as they advise the Pope 

and help him to discern a good response. 

On our part, we commit ourselves to work for  

a reconciliation not just in words but in action. 

Help us live together in peace, justice, and mutual respect. 

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, you Son, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, God, forever and ever. 

Amen. 
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A friend of mine has an expression that she uses 
often. It doesn’t seem to matter whether it is in 
reference to something good that has happened, 
or a surprise, or even some bad news, her com-
ment is “Bless the Lord!” The words of Psalm 34 
today, “I will bless the Lord at all times, his praise 
shall continually be in my mouth … the poor one 
called, and the Lord heard” aptly sum up the 
messages in today’s readings as well as the re-
sponses of the people in the readings. 

One thing that becomes clear, especially as we 
listen to St. Paul, is that God is the one who initi-
ates the relationship with us, who continually pro-
vides for our needs and draws us closer to him-
self and to one another. This is illustrated in the 
Gospel story of the son who finally decides to re-
turn to his father and ask forgiveness. The son 
plans to tell the father that he no longer deserves 
to be called his son. What he doesn’t 
acknowledge is that he is not the father’s son be-
cause he deserved to be, but rather that he came 

as a result of his father’s loving relationship with 
his wife. His sonship is a gift, free and simple; he 
did nothing to deserve or earn that gift. The fa-
ther makes no mention of repentance or for-
giveness. He simply and lavishly embraces his 
some and welcomes him home! What are we to 
make of this in our own lives. I believe we are 
called to model our relationships on the example 
of the father. Too often we demand repentance, 
we seek some kind of restitution, some promise 
of conversion. All God asks is that we turn toward 
God’s love, no matter the motivation, and we are 
enfolded in that love. 

We see the same kind of dynamic in the first 
reading. As the people prepare to enter the 
promised land and partake of the fruits of the 
land, they are reminded that this is God’s doing. 
They did nothing to deserve or earn this gift. As a 
matter of fact, throughout the journey from Egypt 
they acted like petulant, spoiled children, ques-
tioning God, rebelling and turning away. God’s 
love remained steadfast and that love is mani-
fested in the gift of freedom in this new land. 

As we journey through Lent, we are challenged 
to look at our attitudes and actions. I have to ask 
myself, “Am I willing to let go of many things in 
order to more closely follow the example of God’s 
love for me and for others?” How am I called to 
express that love? In my particular vocation, what 
does it mean to model the father’s love portrayed 
in the Gospel? What am I called to share with 
others to help them experience that love and wel-
come in their lives? 

By Richard Beaudette, OMI 

GIFTED BY GOD 

Sacramental Preparation at  
Sacred Heart 

Please contact Fr. Mark to set up time for youth and adult prepara-

tion of First Communion, First Reconciliation and Confirmation. Par-
ents or guardians must accompany children for the classes. Candi-

dates can receive their first communion and confirmation at a Sun-
day Mass of their choice.  Contact Fr. Mark through the office, 780-

422-3052. 
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You’re invited to the 2022  

SACRED HEART CHURCH OF THE 

FIRST PEOPLES 

Join us in person from July 
25th-28th 

For more information go to https://lacsteannepilgrimage.ca/ 
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Synod 2021-2023 

Live in Communion 

Achieve Participation 

Open in Mission 

March 2022—Listening Sessions 

at the Rectory Chapel 4pm-6pm 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 

Justice & 

Peace 

4 5 

6 7 8 

Parishioners 

9 10 

Parish 

Council 

11 12 

13 14 15 

 

16 

Parishioners 

17 

Musicians 

18 19 

20 21 22 

Parishioners 

23 24 

Outreach 

25 26 

27 28 29 

 

30 

Parishioners 

31 

Finance 
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Garry Gairdner 587-987-2964 ggaidner@yahoo.ca 

Patricia  Golosky 780-799-1474 pamgolosky@gmail.com 

Candida Shepherd 780-995-3803 scshp@telus.net 

Caitlin Schmidtz 587-987-2964 caitlin_schmidtz@yahoo.com 

Della  Lizotte 80-984-9843 lizotte@gmail.com 

Bob  McKeon 780-242-4395 rmckeon55@gmail.com 

Dan Cardinal 780-404-1033 dcardinal@metis.org 

Fr. Mark Blom, OMI 587-859-9744 markblomomi@icloud.com 

Cathy  Sommer 587-930-7841 cathylsommer@gmail.com 

Fr. Susai Jesu, OMI 587-335-2015 soosaijesu@gmail.com 

As we are called to embrace this synodal path of the Synod 2021-2023, this prayer invites the 
Holy Spirit to operate within us so that we may be a community and a people of grace  

We stand before You, Holy Spirit, 
 as we gather together in Your name. 
With You alone to guide us, 
 make Yourself at home in our hearts; 
Teach us the way we must go 
 and how we are to pursue it. 
We are weak and sinful; 
 do not let us promote disorder. 
 Do not let ignorance lead us down 
the wrong path 
 nor partiality influence our actions. 
Let us find in You our unity 
 so that we may journey together to 
eternal life  
 and not stray from the way of truth 
 and what is right. 
All this we ask of You, 
 who are at work in every place and 
time,  
 in the communion of the Father and the Son,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

During the Listening Sessions, the Leader will ask guiding questions to help speakers respond to the 

questions put forth by Pope Franc is. If you would prefer to write about what the church means to you, 

you can submit letters or other writings to one of the Listening Session Leaders and it will be submitted 

with the other responses. 

A Synodal Church, in announcing the Gospel, “journeys together.” How is this 
“journeying together” happening today in your local Church? What steps does the 
Spirit invite us to take in order to grow in our “journeying together”? 

The following is a list of the Listening Session Leaders. 
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WHEN DID WE LOSE BASIC RESPECT FOR EACH OTHER? 

When did we lose it? When did we lose that 

deeply-engrained, forever-sanctioned sense that 

however much we might disagree with each oth-

er or even dislike each other, we still need to ac-

cord each other basic courtesy, respect, and po-

liteness? 

We’ve lost that, at least for the most part. From 

the highest levels of government to the crassest 

platforms on social media, we are witnessing the 

death of respect, courtesy, and basic hones-

ty.  Nobody, it seems, is accountable any more 

for even the most basic manners or for honesty. 

Things we used to punish our kids for doing 

(name-calling, ethnic slurs, taunting, lying, and 

blatant disrespect of another) are now becoming 

acceptable in the mainstream. Even more worri-

some is the fact that we feel justified morally in 

doing it. To be seen as courteous, respectful, 

and polite is no longer judged as a virtue but as 

a weakness. Civility has died. 

What’s behind this? How did we move from Emi-

ly Post to what happens today on social media? 

Who gave us permission, societal and sacred, to 

do this? 

Blaise Pascal once famously wrote that “men 

never do evil so completely and cheerfully as 

when they do it from a religious conviction.” 

Many people quoted that after the September 

terrorist attacks of 9/11, as they recognized this 

in radical Islamism where mass murder was justi-

fied and deemed as necessary in God’s name. 

No doubt, it’s easier to see this in someone else 

because, as Jesus says, it’s easier to see the 

speck in your brother’s eye than the beam in 

your own. That same false belief that gave Is-

lamic terrorists moral permission to bracket all 

the rules of decency is taking root everywhere 

today. Why? Religious passion for what one be-

lieves is right and the belief that one may get ug-

ly in the cause of truth is prevalent everywhere 

today and is giving us moral permission to be-

come disrespectful, dishonest, and discourteous 

in the name of truth, goodness, and God. This 

justifies itself as being prophetic, as armoring us 

as warriors for truth. 

Nothing could be further from the truth. Hatred 

and disrespect are always the antithesis of 

prophecy. A prophet, says Daniel Berrigan, 

makes a vow of love, not of hatred. Like Jesus, a 

prophet weeps in love over any “Jerusalem” 

which meets his or her prophecy with hatred. A 

prophet never brackets the non-negotiable man-

date always to be respectful and honest, no mat-

ter the cause. No cause, societal or sacred, 

grants one an exemption from the rules of ele-

mentary human courtesy. 

Many people argue against this, pointing out that 

Jesus himself could be very harsh with those 

who opposed him. Harsh he was. Disrespectful 

and discourteous he was not. Moreover, under-

neath his challenge to those who opposed him, 

there was always the empathic yearning love of 

a parent for an alienated child, not the ugliness 

you see today in our government circles, in so-

cial media, and in the stare-you-down hatred we 

often see between various ideological factions 

today. 

The truth can be harsh and confront us with a 

very strong challenge, but it can never be disre-

spectful. Disrespect is an infallible sign that one 

is not right, that one does not have the moral 

high ground, and that in this instance one is not 

speaking for God, truth, and goodness. To 

bracket the most elementary rules of love is to 

be a false prophet, caught up in self-interest and 

self-serving truth. 

It is not easy to keep one’s balance in a bitter 

time. The temptation to slide down the ideologi-

cal roof on one side or the other and please 

“one’s base” seems humanly irresisti-

ble.  However, irrespective of which side we slide 

down, right or left, there always comes with this 

a prescribed rhetoric, a prescribed discourtesy, a 

prescribed disrespect, and not infrequently a pre-

scribed dishonesty. Along with that slide also 

comes the self-same righteousness of those who 

opposed Jesus and believed that they were justi-

fied in being disrespectful and doing violence in 

God’s name. 

Bitter times, a milieu of hatred and lies, and find-
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ing ourselves on opposing sides from each oth-

er, tempts us towards what comes naturally: 

name-calling, disrespect, lack of graciousness, 

and dishonesty whenever a truth or a lie serves 

us. Paradoxically, the challenge is in the oppo-

site direction. Given the breakdown in civility to-

day, the call from truth and from God is to be 

more careful, more scrupulous, and more un-

compromising than ever in the respect, courte-

sy, and graciousness we accord to others. 

We hope to be spending eternity with each oth-

er, dining at a single table. We do not prepare 

ourselves nor those we disagree with to take a 

place at that table by facing off with each other 

with hatred, dishonesty, disrespect, and coer-

cion, as if that table could be taken by power 

and violence. 

In the end, not everyone at that table will have 

liked each other this side of eternity, but every-

one will be most gracious, respectful, and hon-

est on the other side.  

Ron Rolheiser, San Antonio, Texas 

$671,977.54 

$2,000,000.00 

Achieved Target

Sacred Heart Church Fund Raise 
Campaign - Funds Received 33.60%

We are very grateful to everyone who has 

supported us in our rebuild project:, both 

prayerfully and financially. We would espe-

cially like to thank the following donors 

from this week: 

 

Park Memorial 

Knights of Columbus Council  #8034 

Sisters of Charity St. Louis of Calgary 

Van Beek 

Les Petites Franciscaines de Marie 

Canada Helps 
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For I was hungry, and you gave Me 

something to eat; I was thirsty, and 

you gave Me something to drink; I 

was a stranger, and you invited Me 

in; Matthew 25:35 

On the First Sundays of the month food will be 

collected at Masses. This food is given to the 

needy who come to our door. Many other par-

ishes have been doing this and they give to 

us. As we make this a practice, our Sunday 

Eucharistic becomes more complete.  

Thanks to the donations from many people 

and other parishes, our pantry shelves are 

looking better. We have recently found out 

many homeless are living in tents and able to 

store some food. We are looking for food 

items, such as canned meat with pull-top, in-

stant KD, instant rice and instant soup, where 

water can be added to make a meal. This will 

allow us to feed the people most in need. 

WALK WHERE JESUS 

WALKED 

Are you wanting to go on a pilgrimage 

but not sure what to expect and experi-

ence?  

We invite you to join our HOLY LAND ONLINE 

INFORMATION SESSION on April 20
th
 from 

6pm - 730 pm MST. The online session will be 

via zoom. 

On November 15 - 22, 2022, Archbishop Emeri-

tus  Sylvain Lavoie, OMI and Father Susai Je-

su, OMI are leading a group on a pilgrimage to 

the Holy Land , the land of the Bible, the land 

where Jesus Himself walked, transforming 

hearts and lives. 

In the free info session, we will share with you 

the Holy Land experience, where you will see 

the different holy sites where Jesus walked, 

lived, healed many and where He rose from the 

dead and hear the stories of the pilgrims who 

have been there. 

To join the session: 

1. Download the zoom app on your 
computer/ iPad/ phone. 

2. Click on Join the Meeting 
3. Enter meeting ID 
4. Join Zoom Meeting ID: 880 8649 

1492 

 

 

 

 

 

Our next meeting is Saturday, April 9, 

2022. Meetings are held in the recto-

ry. All Women 16 and over are invit-

ed. 
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STAR OF THE NORTH RETREAT CENTRE UP-

COMING EVENTS 
www.starofthenorth.ca, 780-459-5511  

Aurora Living is a spiritual formation community at the intersection of 

faith contemporary issues: creation care, social justice, & reconciliation. Our 

spring module Leadership: Empowered for Service will feature presenters Ron 

Rolheiser, Joan Chittister, Dr. Ray Aldred, Joe Gunn, Cheryl Whiskeyjack and 

many others. Subsidies Available--Registration Deadline this Wednesday. 

Opening retreat: April 1-3, 2022. Contact Star of the North for more information 

or visit www.starofthenorth.ca/leadership  

 

 

God of peace and justice,  

we pray for the people of Ukraine today.  

We pray for peace and the laying down of weapons.  

We pray for all those who fear for tomorrow,  

that your Spirit of comfort would draw near to them.  

We pray for those with power over war or peace,  

for wisdom, discernment and compassion to guide their de-

cisions. Above all, we pray for all your precious children, at-

risk and in fear, that you would hold and protect them.  

We pray in the name of Jesus, the Prince of Peace. Amen.  

http://www.starofthenorth.ca/
http://www.starofthenorth.ca/leadership
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Mary Rose Donnelly and Rose Shivak  are participating in this event. Please contact them at the office  

780-422-3052 if you would like to join them. Many of the ladies from the CWL are looking as working 

as a group. 
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                 Our Lady of Mercy Parish 

 

 

 

Our Lady of Mercy Parish will be offering a Healing Circle, sponsored by The Redemptorist Centre for 

Growth and its Healing and Wellness Program for First Nations. 

 

The Healing Circle 

Healing Circles are safe havens for telling our stories and experiencing healing change 

They help us step out of ordinary time into a safe and accepting environment in which we can ex-

plore and find support and healing. 

With open minds, we work together to discover the best ways to remove obstacles to healing and 

alleviate suffering,  

With open hearts, we access our own inner guidance to understand where the greatest healing – in 

body, emotions, mind and spirit – can occur. 

Members of the circle have an equal voice and are as such, freed to find ways to support their own 

healing.  

Place:    Our Lady of Mercy Parish, Enoch 

Dates:    To be determined 

Time:    Evenings 7 pm to 9:30 pm 

Participants:   Maximum 12, first come first served 

Coordinating team:  Berni Cameron, MSW, MFCG, Colin Levangie, MPC, MA 

 Bob Cardinal, Elder 

Inquiries/Registration:  Bernadette Cameron  

    bcrtravellers@yahoo.ca  

    Phone 780-953-3947 

 
“Courage doesn’t happen when you have all the answers. It happens when you are ready to face the 

questions you have been avoiding” Shannon Alder 
  

 

 

 

mailto:bcrtravellers@yahoo.ca
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MISSING AND MURDERED INDIGE-

NOUS WOMEN AND GIRLS REPORT 

Call for Justice nº 12.7: We call upon all 

governments to ensure the availability and 

accessibility of distinctions-based and cultur-

ally safe culture and language programs for 

Indigenous children in the care of child wel-

fare.  

• We pray for all governments ensure 

the availability and accessibility of dis-

tinctions-based and culturally safe 

culture and language programs for In-

digenous children in the care of child 

welfare .    

TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COM-

MISSION 

Call to Action nº 45: “Reconcile Aboriginal and 

Crown constitutional and legal orders to ensure 

that Aboriginal peoples are full partners in Con-

federation, including the recognition and inte-

gration of Indigenous laws and legal traditions 

in negotiation and implementation processes 

involving Treaties, land claims, and other con-

structive agreements ”  

• We pray for the full recognition and in-

tegration of Indigenous laws and legal 

tradition . 

Prayer for Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls 

Creator God, we pray for Love. We thank you for the love that these families and com-

munities hold for their daughters, mothers, grandmothers, aunties, sisters, cousins, and 

friends. We mourn with them. We pray for all those who lives are marked by trauma be-

cause of these murders and disappearances. Hold them in love, Abba. Catch every 

tear that falls.  
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FIRST READING 

A reading from the Book of Joshua 

(Joshua 5.9a, 10-12) 

The Lord said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled 

away from you the disgrace of Egypt.” 

While the children of Israel were camped in Gil-

gal they kept the Passover in the evening on 

the fourteenth day of the month in the plains of 

Jericho. 

On the day after the Passover, on that very day, 

they ate the produce of the land, unleavened 

cakes and parched grain. The manna ceased 

on the day they ate the produce of the land, and 

the children of Israel no longer had manna; they 

ate the crops of the land of Canaan that year.  

Thanks be to God. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Psalm 103) 

Response: Taste and see that the Lord is 

good. 

I will bless the Lord at all times; his praise shall 

continually be in my mouth. My soul makes its 

boast in the Lord; let the humble hear and be 

glad. R. 

O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt his 

name together. I sought the Lord, and he an-

swered me, and delivered me from all my 

fears. R. 

Look to him, and be radiant; so your faces shall 

never be ashamed. The poor one called, and 

the Lord heard, and saved that person from 

every trouble. R.   

SECOND READING 

A reading from Paul's second letter to the 

Corinthians  

(2 Corinthians 5.17-21) 

Brothers and sisters: If anyone is in Christ, 

there is a new creation: everything old has 

passed away; see, everything has become new! 

All this is from God, who reconciled us to him-

self through Christ, and has given us the minis-

try of reconciliation; that is, in Christ, God was 

reconciling the world to himself, not counting 

READINGS FOR THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT 

their trespasses against them, and entrusting 

the message of reconciliation to us. 

So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is 

making his appeal through us; we entreat you 

on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For 

our sake God made Christ to be sin who knew 

no sin, so that in Christ we might become the 

righteousness of God.  

Thanks be to God  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!. 

I will get up and go to my father and say to him: 

Father, I have sinned against heaven and be-

fore you. 

Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 

GOSPEL READING 

A reading from the Gospel according to 

Luke  (Luke 15.1-3, 11-32) 

All the tax collectors and sinners were coming 

near to listen to Jesus. And the Pharisees and 

the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This 

fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 

So he told them a parable: “There was a man 

who had two sons. The younger of them said to 

his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the 

property that will belong to me.’ So the father 

divided his property between them. A few days 

later the younger son gathered all he had and 

travelled to a distant country, and there he 

squandered his property in dissolute living. 

“When he had spent everything, a severe fam-

ine took place throughout that country, and he 

began to be in need. So he went and hired him-

self out to one of the citizens of that country, 

who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. The 

young man would gladly have filled himself with 

the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one 

gave him anything. 

“But when he came to himself he said, ‘How 

many of my father’s hired hands have bread 

enough and to spare, but here I am dying of 

hunger! I will get up and go to my father, and I 
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will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be 

called your son; treat me like one of your hired hands.” 

“So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled 

with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. 

“Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer wor-

thy to be called your son.’ But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe — the best one 

— and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. And get the fatted calf and kill it, 

and let us eat and celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is 

found!’ And they began to celebrate. 

“Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he heard music 

and dancing. He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. The slave replied, ‘Your 

brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and 

sound.’ 

“Then the elder son became angry and refused to go in. His father came out and began to plead with 

him. But he answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave for you, 

and I have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me even a young goat so that I 

might celebrate with my friends. But when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your prop-

erty with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!’ 

“Then the father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. But we had to 

celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and 

has been found.’”  
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SACRED HEART CHURCH OF THE FIRST PEOPLES 

 
P: 780.422.3052 F: 780.423.0176 E: sacredheart.firstpeoples@caedm.ca 

Facebook: Sacred Heart Church of the First Peoples-Catholic Church 

Sacred Heart Church of the First Peoples 

Please make cheques payable to: 

Sacred Heart Church of the First Peoples (Rebuild) 

10821 96 Street NW, Edmonton, AB T5H 2J8 

To e-Transfer to Sacred Heart please send email to 

rebuildsacredheart@caedm.ca 

To donate with a credit card use this link from the CanadaHelps  
non-profit charity: https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/64181 

 

Receipts for income tax will be issued by Sacred Heart Church of 
the First Peoples in the first week of February for donations made 
by cheque and e-Transfer. For credit card donations, receipts will 
be issued by CanadaHelps by e-mail upon donation. 

 

 

 

 

 

Name: (please print) 

_______________________________________________________ 

Address: _______________________________________________ 

City: ________________________ Province: _________________ 

Postal Code: _________________ Phone: _____:_____:________ 

E-mail: ________________________________________________ 

CanadaHelps is a registered charity dedicated to increasing charitable giv-
ing across Canada by serving donors and charities. Because it is a non-
profit, fees to process donations are a fraction of commercial channels. Do-
nation dollars go further and work harder when you give using Cana-
daHelps. 

Thank you for supporting the Rebuild of Sa-
cred Heart Church of the First Peoples 
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