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SACRED HEART CHURCH OF 

THE FIRST PEOPLES 

10821-96 Street, Edmonton, AB T5H 2J8 
P: 780.422.3052 F: 780.423.0176 E: sacredheart.firstpeoples@caedm.ca 

Facebook: Sacred Heart Church of the First Peoples-Catholic Church 

Baptism Preparation 

The next Baptism Preparation 
Class will be on Thursday 
October 14, 2021 at 6 pm in the 
Parish Boardroom. Please register 
by calling the office at 780-422-
3052 

Mass Schedule 

Daily Masses from Monday to 
Saturday at 9 am (Live Stream) 
All Sundays at 10:00 am,  
11:30 am (Indigenous Mass)  
4:00 pm (Eritrean Mass at St. 
Clare Church) and  
7:00 pm at Santa Maria Goretti 
Catholic Church  
 

BAPTISMS  

1. Daberi Michael 

2. Sebastian Zerom 

3. Benuel Habte 

 

DEATHS 

 

1. Charlotte Harper 

2. Freda Bellrose 

3. Joseph Dennis Gladue 

4. Jaqueline Anne Cardinal 

5. Dustina Lederoute 

 

26TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIMES 

 
OHPAHOPISIM (The Mating Moon) 

MONTH OF SEPTEMBER 

 

REFLECTIONS 

Jesus condemned those who led the little ones astray, but 
blessed those who care for them. Children are extremely 
vulnerable. They are like crocuses that appear in the open in 
February ï frail, delicate, beautiful creatures ï innocents abroad 
in an unpredictable climate. If embraced by the sun, they will 
bloom to their full potential. But if they are assailed by hail, they 
will die a premature death. Love is to a child what sunshine is to 
a flower. 

   

WEEKLY SUNDAY COLLECTION 

From Sunday September 19th to September 25th $ 2557.88, 
Church Building Fund $ 8200.00, Donations for the Food $ 
50.00, Baptism $ 40.00 and Recyclable cans and bottles $ 
84.00.  

PARISH TEAM 

Fr. Susai Jesu, OMI  
Fr. Mark Blom, OMI  
Deacon Paul Tam 
Intern Jake Mullin 

  

mailto:sacredheart.firstpeoples@caedm.ca
mailto:t.firstpeoples@caedm.ca
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COVID-19 INFORMATION  

MASKS ARE NOW 

MANDATORY  
 

 

To help bend the curve and save lives, wearing a 

mask is now mandatory in all indoor public spaces and 
workplaces across Alberta. 

Whether youôre inside or outdoors, wearing a non-
medical mask is an effective way to protect 

yourself and others when physical distancing may 
not be possible. 

 

 

 

alberta.ca/covid19 
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  September 2021 

Dear Reverend Father, 

In recent weeks, many of you have brought to our attention the requests of parishioners to 

be exempted from mandatory vaccination for reasons of religious belief. This letter serves 

to outline the response you may give to anyone seeking your endorsement. In addition, it 

offers some general considerations to guide you in assisting your parishioner(s) in the 

formation of their conscience as it pertains to this issue. 

Response to Requests for  Endorsement of Religious Exemption Requests 

We cannot endorse requests for a vaccine exemption based on religious grounds, given that 

the role of the Church is to inform through its teaching and ensure respect of the individual 

conscience, not to legitimize its judgments. Moreover, the Bishops of Alberta and the 

Northwest Territories, in communion with the Holy See, have provided the moral guidance 

that, in the absence of ethically     acceptable alternatives, and in the context of a pandemic that 

poses a serious threat to public health, it is morally permissible to receive a vaccine approved 

for use in Canada against COVID-19 (cf. Alberta and NWT Bishops Letter to the Faithful 

on Vaccines ï December 2, 2020). 

However, where vaccination is mandated, there must also be provisions that respect the 

dignity of the individual conscience in making a decision of conscientious objection. This 

is integral to the Churchôs teaching regarding freedom of conscience and its exercise, which 

must be safeguarded. At the same time, we remind people that if,  for reasons of conscience, 

they request to be exempted from vaccination, the moral obligation to act in charity towards 

others remains. They thus have the  responsibility to do their utmost to ensure through other 

measures that they protect both themselves  and others from contracting the COVID-19 

virus. Indeed, this very duty of charity is what has motivated the Church in the imposition 

of liturgical restrictions during this pandemic (cf. CDF Note on the Morality of Using Some 

anti-COVID-19 vaccines, 21 December 2020, n. 5). 

Considerations Regarding the Formation of Conscience 

The question of mandatory vaccination engages medical, scientific, and epidemiological 

data or research that lie beyond the competency and authority of the Church to address. 

This is especially  true with respect to evaluating the efficacy of vaccines or their side-

effects, the medical conditions 

https://mcusercontent.com/b94c6c43263afb74033548543/files/e954e256-4a36-4044-95fd-685de8fd01bf/2020_11_30_Letter_to_the_faithful_on_Vaccines.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/b94c6c43263afb74033548543/files/e954e256-4a36-4044-95fd-685de8fd01bf/2020_11_30_Letter_to_the_faithful_on_Vaccines.pdf
https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_20201221_nota-vaccini-anticovid_en.html
https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_20201221_nota-vaccini-anticovid_en.html
https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_20201221_nota-vaccini-anticovid_en.html
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that might exempt an individual from seeking or requiring vaccination and/or the specific rate 

of infections and hospitalizations that COVID-19 (and its variants) places upon the health care 

system. In such areas, the Church listens to, and relies upon, the legitimate and competent 

authorities in the     scientific and medical fields. 

Other issues related to COVID-19 involve the application of Church teaching on matters of 

morality, social justice, and especially the formation and freedom of conscience. The Church 

is called upon in this pandemic to consider the pastoral, spiritual, and physical care of the sick 

and dying, assess the parameters of the common good, and offer guidelines for personal and 

communal discernment on such moral matters. It relies upon Divine Revelation and her own 

Tradition of social, spiritual and ethical teachings as a guide in making statements to inform 

and guide the decisions of conscience that individuals are having to face. 

Within the context of these specific competencies, I offer the following points for consideration: 

1. Moral  Conscience 

Our Catholic Tradition teaches that a person ñhas the right to act in conscience and in 

freedom so as personally to make moral decisions. óHe must not be forced to act 

contrary to his conscience. Nor must he be prevented from acting according to his 

conscience, especially in religious mattersô.ò (CCC, 1782) 

This teaching presumes the fundamental expectation that the individual conscience of 

the person is well formed (in light of Godôs Word, upright, truthful, assisted by the gifts 

of the Holy Spirit, etc.) and informed (by the light of reason, guided by authoritative 

teaching, aided by information from legitimate sources, the witness and advice of 

others, etc.). 

The formation of oneôs conscience is a lifelong task and a person must always remain 

vigilant in this responsibility lest the ñmoral conscience remains in ignorance and makes 

erroneous judgments about acts to be performed or already committed.ò (CCC, 1790) 

As this pertains to a proposed mandatory vaccination program against COVID-19, a 

person  may seek to inform their conscience based on the following questions as they 

seek greater     moral certainty using their reason: 

a) Have I availed myself of all the most relevant and recent medical and 

scientific  information available concerning the nature, spread and risk of the 

disease? 

b) Have I learned everything there is to learn about the provenance, effects and 

effectiveness of the vaccines? 

c) Are there ethical concerns supported by reason with the vaccines themselves, 

the    vaccination program, or the authoritative sources proposing the program? 
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d) Do I understand recent Church teaching about the moral permissibility of the 

vaccines  and their reception? 

2. The Common Good 

One is obligated to act in good conscience. This demands referring to the common good 

of        society and the needs of others in the community. We are individuals living in 

society. As social beings, our actions affect others and thus involve responsibilities 

towards them. Our   concern must always be for the welfare of both others and ourselves. 

A proper balance between rights and responsibilities is essential to a well-ordered 

society, which upholds the common good, and for individuals to have a well-formed 

conscience, which respects this good for the sake of others. 

It is equally imperative and important that ñauthority is exercised legitimately if  it is 

committed to the common good of societyò (CCC, 1903, 1921). 

As this pertains to a proposed mandatory vaccination program against COVID-19, a 

person  may seek to inform their conscience based on the following questions as they 

seek moral certainty using their reason: 

a) Does the program proposed seek the greater good of persons, of the healthcare and 

social systems, or the communal nature of society as a whole? 

b) Will  my participation in this program lead proportionally to a greater harm or good 

to myself and/or others? 

c) Does the legitimate authority that seeks to enact the program of vaccination have 

the common good of society in mind and measures that respect the dignity and 

freedom of an individual conscience? 

3. Pastoral Considerations 

We know that the vaccines currently available to combat COVID-19 do not provide a 

cure for the disease nor the absolute prevention from contracting or spreading the virus. 

What is      understood through medical evidence, however, is that if  the virus is contracted, 

the individual normally has less adverse health symptoms and the potential for being 

hospitalized is reduced proportionately. Given this reality, a prudential and 

precautionary principle can guide an individualôs decision-making such that: 

ü individual vaccination is considered as a means to mitigate the effects of the disease 

(if  contracted personally), and 

ü the vaccination of the majority of people in society is considered as a means to 

mitigate an overload on the health care system itself and prevent fewer deaths. 
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As this pertains to a proposed mandatory vaccination program against COVID-19, a 

person  may seek to inform their conscience based on the following questions as they 

seek moral certainty using their reason: 

 

a) What is the impact (for me, my family, my employer, the public, the healthcare 

system) of my participation or nonparticipation in a mandatory program of 

vaccination? 

b) By participating or not in a mandatory program of vaccination, how can I best 

mitigate  against the spread and adverse effects of the disease: 

¶ Personally and for my family? 

¶ Toward persons that I serve or contact through my employment/ministry? 

¶ Upon the health care system itself? 

c) Are there reasonable alternative accommodations (e.g. self-isolation, masking, 

regular testing, working from home, etc.) available to persons who opt out of 

mandatory vaccination programs? Am I willing to accept such alternatives and the 

consequences of such decisions (for myself, my family, my employment, my 

engagement in public activities, etc.)? 

 

These are truly challenging times that we are facing as a society and Church with the COVID-

19 pandemic and vaccination. I trust, Father, that these considerations will  be of assistance to 

you when receiving requests for a vaccine exemption based on religious grounds and in 

pastorally helping individuals in the formation of their conscience. Should you have any 

questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 

Yours sincerely in our Lord, 

Richard W. Smith 

Archbishop of Edmonton 
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Statement of Apology by the Catholic Bishops of Canada to 
the Indigenous Peoples of This Land 

Friday, September 24 2021 

We, the Catholic Bishops of Canada, gathered in Plenary this week, 
take this opportunity to affirm to you, the Indigenous Peoples of this 
land, that we acknowledge the suffering experienced in Canadaôs 
Indian Residential Schools. Many Catholic religious communities 
and dioceses participated in this system, which led to the 
suppression of Indigenous languages, culture and spirituality, failing 
to respect the rich history, traditions and wisdom of Indigenous 
Peoples. We acknowledge the grave abuses that were committed 
by some members of our Catholic community; physical, 
psychological, emotional, spiritual, cultural, and sexual. We also 
sorrowfully acknowledge the historical and ongoing trauma and the 
legacy of suffering and challenges faced by Indigenous Peoples that 
continue to this day.  Along with those Catholic entities which were 
directly involved in the operation of the schools and which have 
already offered their own heartfelt apologies[1], we[2], the Catholic 
Bishops of Canada, express our profound remorse and apologize unequivocally. 

We are fully committed to the process of healing and reconciliation. Together with the many 
pastoral initiatives already underway in dioceses across the country, and as a further tangible 
expression of this ongoing commitment, we are pledging to undertake fundraising in each 
region of the country to support initiatives discerned locally with Indigenous partners. 
Furthermore, we invite the Indigenous Peoples to journey with us into a new era of 
reconciliation, helping us in each of our dioceses across the country to prioritize initiatives of 
healing, to listen to the experience of Indigenous Peoples, especially to the survivors of Indian 
Residential Schools, and to educate our clergy, consecrated men and women, and lay faithful, 
on Indigenous cultures and spirituality. We commit ourselves to continue the work of providing 
documentation or records that will assist in the memorialization of those buried in unmarked 
graves. 

Having heard the requests to engage Pope Francis in this reconciliation process, a delegation 
of Indigenous survivors, Elders/knowledge keepers, and youth will meet with the Holy Father in 
Rome in December 2021. Pope Francis will encounter and listen to the Indigenous participants, 
so as to discern how he can support our common desire to renew relationships and walk 
together along the path of hope in the coming years. We pledge to work with the Holy See and 
our Indigenous partners on the possibility of a pastoral visit by the Pope to Canada as part of 
this healing journey. 

We commit ourselves to continue accompanying you, the First Nations, Métis and Inuit Peoples 
of this land. Standing in respect of your resiliency, strength and wisdom, we look forward to 
listening to and learning from you as we walk in solidarity. 

24 September 2021 

[1] Indian Residential Schools and TRC ï Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops (cccb.ca) 

https://www.cccb.ca/letter/statement-of-apology-by-the-catholic-bishops-of-canada-to-the-indigenous-peoples-of-this-land/#_ftn1
https://www.cccb.ca/letter/statement-of-apology-by-the-catholic-bishops-of-canada-to-the-indigenous-peoples-of-this-land/#_ftn2
https://www.cccb.ca/letter/statement-of-apology-by-the-catholic-bishops-of-canada-to-the-indigenous-peoples-of-this-land/#_ftnref1
https://www.cccb.ca/indigenous-peoples/indian-residential-schools-and-trc/
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My name is Candida Shepherd and Iôm a member of 
the Metis Nation of Alberta Region 4. I am a teacher and 
a First Nations, Metis, Inuit Lead at Bev Facey 
Community High School.  I am a long time member of 
Sacred Heart Church of the First Peoples. 

The Truth and Reconciliation Commission was the 
beginning of Canadaôs acknowledgement of the wrongs 
done to the Indigenous people.  For me, it was the 
beginning of a path of healing.  My personal journey has 
been in the reclaiming of my culture, my ancestors, and 
my connection to the Creator.  Establishing a National 
Day of Truth and Reconciliation gives me hope that 
systemic changes will happen.  Healing between 
Indigenous and non-Indigenous peoples will happen.  
Healing between the generations of Indigenous Peoples 
will happen.  Reconciliation is about respect and is about 
love and we all have a role when it comes to 
reconciliation.  

 Hiy hiy. 

 

 

NATIONAL DAY FOR TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION 

Orange Shirt Day a bridge to reconciliation 

OTTAWA -- A day set aside to remember how Canadaôs Indigenous communities suffered 
under this countryôs residential school system will take on added meaning this year when the 
National Day for Truth and Reconciliation Sept. 30 becomes a federal statutory holiday for the 
first time. 

Many Catholic organizations and school boards across the country have been marking the day 
ð also known as ñOrange Shirt Dayò ð as an act of atonement and reconciliation for the 
Catholic Churchôs role in the residential school system since Sept. 30 was first observed as a 
day of remembrance in 2013. This year is the first time it is an officially recognized federal 
holiday. 

Orange Shirt Day evolved out of a project in B.C. to commemorate the residential school 
experience and honour survivors while committing to reconciliation. 

The significance of the orange shirt is told in the story of former B.C. residential school student 
Phyllis Webstad. She related how on her first day at residential school a new orange shirt 
bought by her grandmother was taken from her when she was six years old. 

ñIt is an opportunity to create meaningful discussion about the effects of residential schools and 
the legacy they have left behind,ò a statement on the orangeshirtday.org website said, adding 
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that it is hoped this is ña discussion all Canadians can tune into and create bridges with each 
other for reconciliation.ò 

Heritage Minister Stephen Guilbeault, upon announcing Sept. 30 would be a federal holiday 
this past June, said it is meant to educate Canadians about the impact residential schools have 
had on Indigenous Canadians and their culture. 

ñSetting aside a special day each year to take the time to acknowledge this painful history will 
help everyone learn and understand more about the realities of the residential school era. This 
is a positive step on our path toward reconciliation. This type of commemoration is a collective, 
public act of recognition,ò Guilbeault said soon after the discovery of unmarked graves at a 
Catholic Church-operated residential school in Kamloops, B.C., this past spring. 

ñThis will also be a day of listening and healing for the entire country.ò 

Pat Daly, director of education for the Halton Catholic District School Board (HCDSB) west of 
Toronto, said observing Sept. 30 is an important step towards reconciliation. 

ñWe are committed to the work of truth and reconciliation in our HCDSB schools,ò Daly said. 
ñWe do this by prioritizing engagement with Indigenous parents and community partners while 
supporting the delivery of Indigenous education in an inclusive and equitable manner. 

ñIt is crucial that First Nation, M®tis and Inuit histories and perspectives continue to be taught 
in our Catholic schools so that we can rebuild and reconcile the relationship with Indigenous 
communities.ò 

In Ottawa Catholic schools, its website says ñwearing an orange shirt (or anything orange, even 
a ribbon) on Sept. 30 shows that you recognize the impact that residential schools have had on 
multiple generations of Indigenous families. It shows that you understand the need for 
reconciliation and that you are open to being part of the discussion about the effects of 
residential schools and the legacy they have left behind. It shows that you believe that every 
child matters.ò 

Joe Gunn, the executive director of the Ottawa-based Centre Oblat: A Voice for Justice, said it 
is important Catholic organizations and orders, such as the Oblates who operated numerous 
residential schools on behalf of the federal government, take responsibility and acknowledge 
past wrongs. 

ñReconciliation can only happen if we face up to the truth of what happened,ò he said. 

Written by  Brian Dryden, Canadian Catholic News 

 

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 26 

 

WORLD DAY OF MIGRANTS AND REFUGEE 

 

NATIONAL COLLECTION FOR THE NEEDS OF THE 
CHURCH IN CANADA 

https://www.catholicregister.org/itemlist/user/7305-briandrydencanadiancatholicnews
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HOMILY ï SUNDAY 26 B 

******************************  

 

ñIf your eye causes you to sin, tear it out! If your hand causes you to sin, cut 

it off!ò 

 

This strong language by Jesus is not meant to be taken literally. He is using 

Semitic hyperbole, or holy exaggeration, to teach us a very important lesson ï 

to make living in the Kingdom of God the top priority in our life. 

 

To inaugurate the reign of God here on earth is why Jesus came. It is what he 

preached and talked about the most. It should also be a priority in our lives. It 

was important enough to me to make me choose Regnum Dei Intra Vos for my 

motto as a bishop ï ñthe Kingdom of God is among youò - from Luke 17:21. 

 

For St. Paul, the kingdom of God is all about the peace, joy and justice of the 

Holy Spirit. Peace and joy are not passing emotions ï they are gifts of the Spirit 

we can claim as part of that kingdom. And justice is a right relationship with 

God, other people in our life, ourselves and I would add, all of Godôs creation.  

 

In the light of the other readings for today, the kingdom is very inclusive of 

others who may be different from us, as well as very strong on justice towards 

the poor and disadvantaged of our world.  

 

The way Jesus inaugurated the kingdom is very significant ï not through 

possessions, prestige, power or pleasure, but rather through poverty, humility, 

powerlessness and self-sacrifice ï in other words, the cross. On the cross, Jesus 

revealed the depth of the Fatherôs love for us, and manifested it especially by 

forgiving the very ones who were crucifying him.  

 

And Jesus invites us to take up our cross and follow him, living out the 

Eucharist by giving our lives away in service of others, as the surest way to 

true peace and joy in our lives.  
 
Archbishop Emeritus Sylvain Lavoie, OMI 
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Pastoral Letter to the Faithful from the Archbishop 

  

September 2021  
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
  
As our country continues its fight against the spread of COVID-19, mandatory vaccination is in 
certain settings being imposed. This has led some people to request of their priests an 
endorsement of requests to be exempted from mandatory vaccination on the basis of 
conscientious objection. I have recently given to the priests of this Archdiocese an instruction 
that explains why such an endorsement cannot be granted. That I might share briefly that same 
explanation with all of you is the reason for this pastoral letter.  
 
Let us recall, first of all, that the Bishops of Alberta and the Northwest Territories, in communion 
with the Holy Father himself, have already provided the moral guidance that, in the absence of 
ethically acceptable alternatives, and in the context of a pandemic that poses a serious threat 
to public health, it is morally permissible to receive a vaccine approved for use in Canada 
against COVID-19. (See Alberta and NWT Bishops Letter to the Faithful on Vaccines ï 
December 2, 2020.) Endorsement by a priest of a parishionerôs request for exemption on the 
basis of religious belief would run counter to this direction given by the Bishops.  
 
Certainly, we do hold, and insist, that individual freedom of conscience must be respected. 
Where vaccination is mandated, there should also be provisions that respect and accommodate 
the dignity of the individual conscience in making a decision of conscientious objection. This is 
integral to the Churchôs teaching regarding freedom of conscience and its exercise, which must 
be safeguarded. However, this does not oblige a priest to support a parishionerôs request for 
exemption. He represents the Church, whose role is to inform by her teaching and ensure 
respect of the individual conscience, but not to legitimize its judgments.  
 
I wish to remind everyone that if, for reasons of conscience, a request to be exempted from 
vaccination is granted by the relevant authorities, the moral obligation to act in charity towards 
others always remains. Those who are exempted thus have the responsibility to do their utmost 
to ensure through other measures that they protect both themselves and others  from 
contracting the COVID-19 virus. (See CDF Note on the Morality of Using Some anti-COVID-19 
vaccines, 21 December 2020, n. 5.) We are individuals living in society. As social beings, our 
actions affect others and thus involve responsibilities towards them. Our concern must always 
be for the welfare of both others and ourselves.  
 
Should you have any questions or concerns, by all means reach out to your pastor, who will be 
happy to assist you. You may also find helpful the attached document, which proposes 
questions to help us form our consciences well on the matter of vaccinations against COVID-
19. Let us hold one another in prayer, and ask Almighty God to inspire each of us to do our part 
in the struggle against COVID-19.  
 
Yours sincerely in our Lord,  
 
+Richard W. Smith  
 
Archbishop of Edmonton 
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Prayer of The Four Directions 

Great Spirit who comes out of the East. Come to us with the power of the East.  
We are thankful for the light of the rising sun. Let there be light on the path we 
walk.  Let us remember always to be thankful that You give the gift of a new day. 
 
Spirit of Creation, we turn to the South. 
We are thankful for sending us warm and soothing winds from the South to comfort 
us and caress us when we are tired and cold. Unfold us as your gentle breezes 
unfold the leaves on the trees.  And as You give to all the earth your warm moving 
wind, give to us warmth and remember to be grateful so that we may grow close to 
You.  
 
Great Life-giving Spirit, we face the West, the direction of sundown.  Let us 
remember every day that the moment will come when our sun will go down.  Never 
let us forget that we must fade into you. Give us beautiful color; give us a great sky 
for setting, so that when it is time to meet you, we come with glory.  
 

Sacred Heart CHURCH OF THE FIRST 
PEOPLES 
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Great Spirit of Love, come to us with the power of the North. Make us 
courageous when the cold winds of life fall upon us.  Give us strength and 
endurance for everything that is harsh, everything that hurts, everything that makes 
us squint. Let us move through life ready to take what comes from the North. 
  
Great Spirit of the Sky, lift us up to You that our hearts may worship You and 
come to You in glory.  Hold in our memory that You are the Creator, greater than 
we, eager for our good life.   Let everything that is in the world lift our minds and 
our hearts and our lives to You, so that we may come to You always in truth and in 
heart.  
 
Giver of all Life, we pray to you from the Earth.  
Help us to remember as we touch the earth that we are little and need your pity.  
Help us to be thankful for the gift of the earth and never to walk hurtfully on the 
world. Bless us with eyes to love what comes from Mother Earth and teach us how 
to use well your gifts.  
Amen.   

 

 

$293,244.87 

$2,000,000.00 

Achieved Target

Sacred Heart Church Fund Raise Campaign - Funds 
Received 14.7%
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THANK YOU TO OUR BUILDING FUND DONATORS 
 

With the kick off of our funding raising campaign, we are starting to receive 
donations. We would like to thank this weekôs donors: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leo Bauer, Knights of Columbus 
Council #4788 

King Family 

Podwyszynski Family 

Vogel Family 

    And others who chose to be 
Anonymous 

 

 

 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS JAKE MULLIN 

 
 

Archbishop Richard Smith and Jake Mullin                              Archbishop Smith and Mullin Family 
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Last Sunday, Archbishop Richard Smith came to our 10 am mass to install me as a lector. For those 
who may not know, there are 5 main steps towards priesthood: (1) candidacy, (2) lector (reader), (3) 
acolyte (altar server), (4) deacon, and finally, (5) priesthood. I was acknowledged as a candidate for 
priesthood last year and this year, I received the ministry of lector. This allows me read at Mass ï to 
proclaim the Word of God. Historically, only those who had received the order of lector would be allowed 
to read. However, in more recent times (due to the few numbers of priests and seminarians) many 
laypeople have taken up this ministry with the permission of the bishop (usually given through the local 
priest). I am very grateful that I could celebrate this important milestone with the parishioners of Sacred 
Heart and for many ways that everyone supports me.   

Written by Jake Mullin 

 

(left) Fr. Susai, Mullin 

Family, Archbishop 

Richard Smith 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jake Mullin with fellow 

Seminarians 
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Sacramental Preparation at Sacred Heart 

Please contact Fr. Mark through the office, 780-422-3052 to set up time for youth and adult preparation of First 
Communion, First Reconciliation and Confirmation. Parents or guardians must accompany children for the 
classes. Candidates can receive their first communion and confirmation at a Sunday Mass of their choice.  
Contact Fr. Mark through the office, 780-422-3052.   
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But if anyone has the world's goods and 
sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart 
against him, how does God's love abide in 
him? Little children, let us not love in word 
or talk but in deed and in truth. 1 John 3.17-18 

On the First Sundays of the month food will be collected at 
Masses. This food is 
given to the needy 
who come to our door. 
Many other parishes 
have been doing this 
and they give to us. As 
we make this a 
practice, our Sunday 
Eucharistic becomes more complete.  

Thanks to the donations from many people and other parishes, 
our pantry shelves are looking better. We have recently found 
out many homeless are living in tents and able to store some 
food. We are looking for food items, such as canned meat with 
pull-top, instant KD, instant rice and instant soup, where water 
can be added to make a meal. This will allow us to feed the 
people most in need. 

 

 

 


